INFORMED CONSENT FORM

RESEARCH DESCRIPTION for Voting System Test Method for End-to-End Accessibility for Voters with Disabilities

PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR:  Dr. Sharon Laskowski, 301-975-4535

This study is being performed as part of a project to develop testing methods that assess the accessibility of voting systems. The Election Assistance Commission (EAC) and NIST are funding this study. The <test administrators> and NIST are conducting the study.
As a voluntary participant in this study, you will be asked to play the role of a voter in a simulated voting session. You will be asked to cast votes in a simulated election. The ballot will not represent actual political parties or candidate names; your personal political preferences or party affiliation are not being requested or collected in this study.   You will be casting your ballot using a voting system.  You may be asked to wear headphones while casting your ballot.  Following the voting session, you will be asked demographic data to include age, gender, and education.  You will be asked about your voting and technology experience and satisfaction questions regarding the voting session.  All the data collected will be recorded anonymously.  The complete voting process and subsequent interview should take you no more than 3 hours.

Your identity will be protected to the extent permitted by law, including the Freedom of Information Act.  Members of the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) Institutional Review Board (IRB), appropriate NIST researchers, EAC members and staff, other appropriate Federal employees, and <test administrators> may review the records of this study.  

The data will be used by NIST to develop tests that will be used to evaluate the accessibility of voting systems. However, data collected will not be associated with individual participants. All of the data collected, demographic data, and satisfaction data will be recorded anonymously.   The data will only be identified by a number, and will not be linked back to an individual in any way. 

You are free to withdraw from the study at any time during the study. 

There are no risks involved in participating in this study, nor are there any immediate benefits.  The long-term benefits of this study should be improvements in the accessibility of voting systems.

You will be paid $100 in cash for your participation in this study before you leave.

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

For questions regarding this study, please contact: 

Dr. Sharon Laskowski

(301) 975-4535

sharon.laskowski@nist.gov  

For questions regarding your rights as a human subject research participant, please contact: 

Lisa Karam, Acting NIST IRB Chairperson

(301) 975-5561 or 301-975-3091

lisa.karam@nist.gov

"I have read the above description of this research project.  I have also spoken to the project researcher, who answered any questions I had about this project.  I acknowledge that I have received a personal copy of this form.  I agree to voluntarily participate in this research and I understand that I may withdraw at any time without any penalty.” 

Signature: ____________________________________    Date:        ___________________

Project researcher name: ______________________________________________________

Project Researcher signature: ____________________________Date:    ________________

Witness:  _____________________________________

Witness Signature: ___________________________________ Date: _________________

