
 

 
 

OSAC PROPOSED STANDARD  
2026-S-1014 

Standard for Sexual Assault Kit 
Laboratory Documentation 

 
 
 
  

Forensic Nursing 
Medicine Scientific Area Committee 

Organization of Scientific Area Committees (OSAC) for Forensic Science
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



  OSAC 2026-S-1014 

This Proposed Standard will be submitted to a standards developing organization and is subject to change. 2 

Draft OSAC Proposed Standard  
 

 
 

Standard for Sexual Assault Kit 
Laboratory Documentation  

 
 

Prepared by  
Forensic Nursing Subcommittee 

Version: 1.0 
August 2026 

 
Disclaimer: 
 
This OSAC Proposed Standard was developed by the Organization of Scientific Area Committees 
(OSAC) for Forensic Science. It is a completed work product of the OSAC and has been approved 
for listing on the OSAC Registry. This OSAC Proposed Standard will be submitted to a standard 
developing organization and is subject to change.   

This OSAC Proposed Standard has completed an open comment period and a rigorous technical 
and quality review by the originating OSAC unit (e.g., subcommittee), their parent body (e.g., 
scientific area committee), and the OSAC Standards Review Panel.  

OSAC encourages the forensic science community to implement this OSAC Proposed Standard 
into practice as it represents the best guidance available as approved by the OSAC. 

There may be references in this OSAC Proposed Standard to other publications under 
development by OSAC. This OSAC Proposed Standard may be used by the forensic-science 
community before the completion of such companion publications. 

Any identification of commercial equipment, instruments, or materials in the OSAC Proposed 
Standard is not a recommendation or endorsement by the U.S. Government and does not imply 
that the equipment, instruments, or materials are necessarily the best available for the purpose. 

Visit OSAC’s website for more information about the Registry approval process.  
 

https://www.nist.gov/adlp/spo/organization-scientific-area-committees-forensic-science/osac-registry/registry-approval
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Foreword 1 
This document provides the required information a forensic nurse shall document for submission 2 
with the sexual assault evidence kit to the forensic testing laboratory. Accurate and standardized 3 
documentation accompanying Sexual Assault Evidence Kits is essential to ensure the quality, 4 
reliability, and legal integrity of forensic evidence. Inconsistent, incomplete, or unnecessary 5 
documentation may result in testing delays, compromised evidence handling, or challenges to 6 
the admissibility of findings in court. This standard provides a minimal set of documentation 7 
requirements that strengthen communication among forensic nurses, healthcare institutions, 8 
and forensic laboratories for the processing of Sexual Assault Evidence Kits. This document will 9 
standardize information documented by collectors of sexual assault kits for use by forensic 10 
testing laboratories. This document is used in conjunction with any requirements of state or 11 
federal laws, licensing boards, local regulations, and the clinician’s healthcare organization.   12 

Hyperlinks and web addresses shown in this document are current as of the publication date 13 
of this standard.  14 

This document has been drafted by the Forensic Nursing Subcommittee of the 15 
Organization of Scientific Area Committees (OSAC) for Forensic Science through a 16 
consensus process. 17 
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Collector Information Provision for Laboratory Analysis in Sexual Assault Investigations 67 

 68 
1 Scope 69 

This document describes the standard for the minimum information to be documented by the 70 
sexual assault evidence collection kit (SAEK) collector for use by a forensic testing laboratory.  71 
 72 
2 Normative References 73 

2025-N-0007 Standard for the Medical Forensic Examination of Living Persons: Sexual Violence 74 
of Adolescents and Adults 75 

3 Terms and Definitions 76 

For the purpose of this document, the following definitions apply: 77 
 78 
3.1   79 
blind swab 80 
A forensic swab collected from an anatomical area of suspected or reported contact without 81 
direct visualization, e.g., a vaginal swab collected without the use of a speculum. 82 
 83 
3.2 84 
medical forensic examination  85 
examination of a patient by a medical forensic examiner following suspected or disclosed 86 
violence.  87 

3.3  88 
sexual assault evidence collection kit (SAEK)  89 
collection of items used by medical personnel to collect and preserve physical sexual assault 90 
evidence that can be used in a criminal investigation.  91 
NOTE: A SAK may also be referred to as a sexual assault evidence kit (SAEK), sexual assault 92 
evidence collection kit (SAECK), or physical evidence recovery kit (PERK). 93 
 94 
4 Requirements 95 

4.1  The organization at which the SAEK is collected shall have a procedure that ensures 96 
documentation and release of the information necessary for forensic laboratory analysis of the 97 
SAEK to meet the requirements in this standard. 98 

4.1.1 The procedure shall comply with any applicable federal, state, or local regulations. The 99 
procedure should include guidance on meeting specific requirements of forensic testing 100 
laboratories, as practical.   101 
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4.1.2 The procedure shall include documentation and release of the following information 102 
(except where prohibited by law):  103 

a) chain of custody documentation 104 
b) patient date of birth and biological sex assigned at birth; 105 
c) unique identifier for the kit;  106 
d) the date(s) and time(s) the patient had any sexual contact within the relevant time frame(s), 107 

including ejaculation and/or condom use; 108 
e) loss of memory or inability to recall events; 109 
f) person who provided history to the collector; 110 
g) the date and time the reported assault occurred; 111 
h) the number and gender of assailant(s), if reported; 112 
i) if penetration or an attempt at penetration was reported, the location and object used, if 113 

reported;  114 
j) condom use 115 
k) whether ejaculation was reported and the location of ejaculation 116 
l) whether oral/genital contact was reported; 117 
m) contact on any part of the patient’s body where foreign DNA or a body fluid might be 118 

located; 119 
n) additional areas where prolonged, non-incidental physical contact may have occurred, such 120 

as in cases of strangulation or restraint; 121 
o) an inventory of all items collected during the forensic medical examination, including items 122 

packaged outside of the SAEK; 123 
p) handling and packaging factors which may affect the integrity of specimens; 124 
q) if collected, whether clothing was worn during/immediately after the incident; 125 
r) description of patient pubic hair, if collected, presence/absence/color/length; 126 
s) the identity of any individuals present in the examination room during the exam, and if any 127 

individual was not wearing appropriate PPE at all times through the completion of any 128 
collection process; 129 

t) whether a speculum or an anoscope was used; 130 
u) whether a blind swab was used; 131 
v) a mechanism for the lab to provide feedback to the examiner; 132 
 133 
4.1.3  The following information shall not be submitted to the forensic testing laboratory from 134 
the collector without a case-specific rationale (except where required by law): 135 
 136 
a) demographic information outside of patient identifier (ex. address, SSN) 137 
b) reason(s) for loss of memory or inability to recall events; 138 
c) narrative of events immaterial to the testing/analysis of the SAEK; 139 
d) consensual sexual activity outside community standards, collection timing considerations; 140 
e) consensual partner’s name; 141 
f) medications; 142 
g) drug/alcohol use; 143 
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h) past medical history/surgical history/gynecological history/test results (e.g., STI, pregnancy) 144 
and treatment.  145 

 146 
4.2 Required information shall be documented on a form. An example can be found in 147 
Annex A.  148 
 149 

 150 
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Annex A 151 

 152 



  OSAC 2026-S-1014 

This Proposed Standard will be submitted to a standards developing organization and is subject to change. 7 

 153 



  OSAC 2026-S-1014 

This Proposed Standard will be submitted to a standards developing organization and is subject to change. 8 

 154 
 155 
 156 
 157 

 158 



  OSAC 2026-S-1014 

This Proposed Standard will be submitted to a standards developing organization and is subject to change. 9 

Annex B 159 
(Informative) 160 
 Bibliography 161 

 162 
The following bibliography is not intended to be an all-inclusive list, review, or endorsement of 163 
literature on this topic. The goal of the bibliography is to provide citations and examples of 164 
publications addressed in the standard. recognizes that other publications on this subject can 165 
exist.  166 

1) Almazrouei, M. A., Dror, I. E., & Morgan, R. M. (2019). The forensic disclosure model: 167 
What should be disclosed to, and by, forensic experts? International Journal of Law, 168 
Crime and Justice, 59, 100330. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijlcj.2019.05.003 169 

 170 
2) American Association of Colleges of Nursing. (2021). The essentials: Core competencies 171 

for professional nursing education. 172 
https://www.aacnnursing.org/Portals/0/PDFs/Publications/Essentials-2021.pdf  173 

 174 
3) American Nurses Association. (2021). Nursing: Scope and standards of practice (4th ed.). 175 

Nursesbooks.org. 176 
 177 

4) ANSI/ASTM E2057−10 Standard Specifications for Preparation of Laboratory Analysis 178 
Requests in Sexual Assault Investigations. https://compass.astm.org/content-179 
access?contentCode=ASTM%7CE2057-23%7Cen-US  180 
 181 

5) Dror, I. E. (2013). Practical solutions to cognitive and human factor challenges in forensic 182 
science. Forensic Science Policy & Management, 4(3–4), 105–113. 183 
https://doi.org/10.1080/19409044.2014.901437  184 

 185 
6) National Institute of Justice. (2020). National best practices for sexual assault kits: A 186 

multidisciplinary approach. Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. 187 
 188 

7) Spellman, B. A., Eldridge, H., and Bieber, P. (2021). Challenges to reasoning in forensic 189 
science decisions. Forensic Science International. Synergy, 4, 190 
100200.https://doi.org/10.1016/j.fsisyn.2021.100200 191 
 192 

8) Thornbury, D., Goray, M., and van Oorschot, R. A. H. (2021). Transfer of DNA without 193 
contact from used clothing, pillowcases and towels by shaking agitation. Science & 194 
Justice, 61, 797–805. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scijus.2021.10.005 195 
 196 

9) Valentine, J.L, Presler-Jur, P., Mills, H., and Miles, S., Evidence Collection and Analysis for 197 
Touch Deoxyribonucleic Acid in Groping and Sexual Assault Cases. J Forensic Nurs. 2021 198 
Apr-Jun 01;17(2):67-75. doi: 10.1097/JFN.0000000000000324. PMID: 33843809; PMCID: 199 
PMC8140663. 200 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijlcj.2019.05.003
https://www.aacnnursing.org/Portals/0/PDFs/Publications/Essentials-2021.pdf
http://nursesbooks.org/
https://compass.astm.org/content-access?contentCode=ASTM%7CE2057-23%7Cen-US
https://compass.astm.org/content-access?contentCode=ASTM%7CE2057-23%7Cen-US
https://doi.org/10.1080/19409044.2014.901437
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.fsisyn.2021.100200
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scijus.2021.10.005

