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NIST Disclaimer

Points of view are mine and do not necessarily represent the 
official position or policies of the National Institute of Standards 
and Technology.

Certain commercial entities are identified in order to specify 
experimental procedures as completely as possible. In no case 
does such identification imply a recommendation or 
endorsement by the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology, nor does it imply that any of the entities identified 
are necessarily the best available for the purpose.



NIST Forensic Science Activities
Partner with Community 

to Strengthen Policies 

and Practices

Convene Meetings 

to Examine Issues

2013 - present

National Commission 

on Forensic Science 

(NCFS) with DOJ

2013 - 2017
Extramural Research

Conduct Research 

and Collaborate

Explore Scientific 

Foundations

2017 - present

Initial efforts with DNA 

mixture interpretation 

and bitemark analysis

Human Factors 

Working Groups 

(with NIJ)

2009 - present

Extramural Research

funding a NIST Center of 

Excellence in Forensic 

Science (CSAFE: since 2014)

1920s - present

Why we are here 

for this meetingé

Intramural Research

DNA

Digital

Fingerprints

Firearms

Footmarks

Statistics

Toxins

Trace



What Has Happened 
in the Past Two Years 

since Forensics@NIST 2016?



Detective X Film awarded an Emmy® this year!

For more information on Wilmer Souder, see June 2016 colloquium:

https://www.nist.gov/video/nist-colloquium-series-detective-x-wilmer-souder-and-early-history-forensic-science-national

NIST staff members Leon Gerskovic, Robin Materese and Jose Garcia show 

off their Emmy® Award for "Detective X: (Re) Discovering Wilmer Souder."

Credit: J. Stoughton/NIST

Awarded June 23, 2018 by the National Academy of Television 

Arts & Sciences: National Capital Chesapeake Bay Chapter

https://www.nist.gov/video/detective-x-re-discovering-wilmer-souder

Previewed at Forensics@NIST 2016

Article: https://www.nist.gov/featured-stories/who-was-detective-x

https://www.nist.gov/video/nist-colloquium-series-detective-x-wilmer-souder-and-early-history-forensic-science-national
https://www.nist.gov/video/detective-x-re-discovering-wilmer-souder
https://www.nist.gov/featured-stories/who-was-detective-x


Wilmer Souder Notebooks (Special Collection)
https://nistdigitalarchives.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16009coll67/search

Notebook #9 (Sept 1950)

Notebook #2 (Oct 1933)

Notebook #5 (July-Oct 1930)

https://nistdigitalarchives.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16009coll67/search


New NIST Director

Then NIST Director Willie E. May 

speaking at the Forensics@NIST 2016 

meeting. He retired in January 2017 

after 45 years at NIST. https://www.nist.gov/people/walter-g-copan

Walter G. Copan, NIST Director 

since October 5, 2017

https://www.nist.gov/people/walter-g-copan


NCFS Closed with Charter Expiration

ÅThe Attorney General's National Commission on Forensic Science's (NCFS) 
charter expired on April 23, 2017 

ÅCompleted two 2-year terms involving 13 meetings and approving 43 work 
products (20 recommendations to the Attorney General and 23 views of the 
Commission)

https://www.justice.gov/archives/ncfs
https://www.justice.gov/archives/ncfs/page/file/959356/download

See summary 

document (58 pages) 

describing what was 

accomplished and 

thoughts on what 

needs still exist

NIST maintains video recordings of the NCFS meetings: 

https://www.nist.gov/topics/forensic-science/national-commission-forensic-science

https://www.justice.gov/archives/ncfs
https://www.justice.gov/archives/ncfs/page/file/959356/download
https://www.nist.gov/topics/forensic-science/national-commission-forensic-science


National Commission on Forensic Science (NCFS) 
operated for 13 meetings from February 2014 to April 2017

NIST Director (Patrick Gallagher), 

Deputy Attorney General (James 

Coles), and the Presidentôs Science 

Advisor (John Holdren) speak at the 

first National Commission on Forensic 

Science meeting in February 2014 

Coordinating Government Efforts

Mark Stolorow introduced 

NIST plans for OSAC at 

the first NCFS meeting

Introducing New Efforts

140 presenters spoke to 

the NCFS in its 13 meetings

Judge Harry Edwards, who chaired 

the National Academy of Sciences 

committee that wrote the 2009 NAS 

Report, addressed the NCFS

Learning from Previous Efforts


