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Transportation Subsidy Program
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Approved participants receive a subsidy in the form of SmartBenefits Vouchers or an electronic amount redeemable on a SmartTrip card, which will be approximately equal to but not exceeding the employee's commuting cost, excluding parking fees, not to exceed the maximum level allowed by law (26 U.S.C. 132 (f)(2))  (Executive Order 13150). ‘Approximately equal to’ is defined as to the nearest $1.00.
Who is eligible to receive this benefit?
Participants must:

· Be NIST employees with a valid NIST Identification Card and Building Pass.

· Use approved public transportation at least three days per week in lieu of a single occupancy vehicle (SOV) to commute between work and home. 

Approved public transportation includes: 

· RAIL – Metrorail

· BUS - Metrobus, MTA Bus Service (Eyre), Fairfax Connector, 
· [image: image4.wmf]DASH, OMNI Ride, and Montgomery County Division of Transit Services 

· TRAIN -MARC 

· OTHER -Vanpool (Commuter Highway Vehicle) defined as having a seating capacity of six plus a driver, the number of occupants being transported must be at least 50 percent of the seating capacity excluding the driver, and 80 percent of vehicle mileage must be accumulated between the residence and the work station.
How much can I get?

As of Spring 2009 the current allowable monthly benefit is a maximum of $230.  The amount you receive is based on your commuting costs reported on your application.
How does it work?
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If you are eligible to receive this benefit, according to the criteria above, submit a NIST-1295 to the Administrative Services Division, MS1920.  Applications must be received before the 15th of the current month to receive the benefit for the following month.  Email notification is sent to all participants a week before subsidy is distributed, which typically is the last three days of the current month and the first three days of the following month.  Participants come to Building 301, Room A120 on one of the distribution days between the hours of 1 and 3pm to receive their envelope of SmartBenefit Vouchers.
For more information about the Transit Subsidy program, please call ext. 3301


