Informed Consent Form

What we are testing

The 200x US government’s Volunteer Voting System Guidelines (VVSG) developed by the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) requires a usability test of voting system documentation for certification of voting systems to be used in elections.

We are conducting this test to determine whether poll workers can run voting systems using instructions provided by voting system companies.   

<Voting system manufacturer>, a voting system manufacturer, has paid a fee to <lab name>, a voting system testing laboratory, to conduct this certification test. 

What you will be asked to do

You will spend between 1 and 3 hours working with 1 other person to follow instructions in voting system manuals to perform tasks that poll workers typically do on Election Day, although the session will not take place during a real election. 

If your team completes all of the tasks using the documentation, the system  “passes” for the associated requirement(s) and may be certified for use in elections. If your team cannot complete all of the tasks using the documentation, the system “fails” for the associated requirement(s) and may not be certified for use in elections. 

How your information will be treated

The data will be collected anonymously and not linked to your name.  All data will be identified and linked together by a number and not by your name.  We will not have or use your name in any of the data or the reporting. 

Your identity will be protected to the extent permitted by law, including the Freedom of Information Act.  The people who will be able to review individual records from the test will be limited to

members of the NIST Institutional Review Board (IRB)

appropriate test administrators

appropriate NIST researchers

EAC members and staff

other appropriate Federal employees.


How many people will be in the usability test

We expect no more than 10 people to take part in this test.
You are participating voluntarily

You may leave the test at any time.

What risks and benefits there are for you in this test

There are no risks to you in participating in this test, nor are there any immediate benefits.

By participating in this test, you are helping us develop long-term benefits for poll workers and voters.  The long-term benefits of this test should be better voting system documentation.

Compensation

You will be paid $50 in cash for each hour you participate in this test before you leave.   

For more information

For questions about this test, please contact:

Dr. Sharon Laskowski

301 975 4535

sharon.laskowski@nist.gov


For questions about your rights as a person participating in a test (a human subject), please contact:

Lisa R. Karam

Acting NIST IRB Chairperson

301 975 5561 or 301 975 3190

lisa.karam@nist.gov


Your agreement to participate

Please read the following and sign if you are willing to participate in this test.

"I have read the above description of this usability test.

I have also spoken to the test administrator, who answered any questions I had about this test.

I agree to participate in this usability test and I understand that I may withdraw without penalty at any time."

Signature: _________________________   Date:  
______

Test administrator name:   __________________________

Test administrator signature:   __________________________     


Date: ___________

