General Instructions

You are here to participate in a test of a voting machine.  We are conducting this test to see if voters who have disabilities can accomplish specific kinds of voting tasks on a voting machine. These voting tasks are the same as a voter might attempt in a real election.  This test is not an evaluation of you. We are evaluating the voting equipment, not you, the voter.  Any problems you encounter during the testing today represent a design issue in these machines and do not reflect upon your abilities as a voter.

During the test, you will be voting in a simulated election.  The names and issues on the ballot are not real and do not represent any actual party, individual, or political issue.  You will begin the voting much as you would in a real election, beginning at the point after which you have been verified as eligible to vote in the election, and entering the polling booth or voting station. 

As the test begins, we will be giving you specific written instructions for what we want you to do.  It is important you follow our instructions so that we have can properly test the machines during the voting process.  You may have to insert a ballot or voter card into the voting machine to begin the voting process.  If you need to listen to the instructions or ballot, you may have to wear headphones, provided to you, in order to begin voting.  If the directions say to vote for a specific person or issue, please try to vote as directed even if you might prefer another person or issue.  If you can not do it exactly as the instructions tell you, do the best you can.  Once the actual testing begins, we will not be able to provide you with any assistance, beyond which can be offered by a poll worker in introducing you to the voting station. After the voting is completed, you may have to remove a ballot or voter card from the voting machine. 

During the test, you interaction with the polling station will be observed by one of the staff.

If you can not follow the instructions exactly, try to remember what happened so we can talk to you about it after the test.  Once you have completed the voting, or if you cannot continue with the voting as instructed, please announce that you are finished.  You will then complete a survey of your satisfaction and experience with the voting machine. 

Do you have any questions?

