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NIST Director testifies at Senate Hearing on Cybersecurity Partnership 

On March 7, 2013, NIST Director Dr. Patrick Gallagher testified before a joint Senate hearing of the 
Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation; and the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. A copy of his testimony "The Cybersecurity Partnership Between the Private 
Sector and Our Government: Protecting our National and Economic Security" and the archived hearing 
webcast is available at the Senate website link below.  

http://1.usa.gov/VQBgJe 

Cybersecurity Framework & NIST April Workshop 

Recognizing that the national and economic security of the United States depends on the reliable 
functioning of critical infrastructure, the President under the Executive Order “Improving Critical 
Infrastructure Cybersecurity” has directed NIST to work with stakeholders to develop a voluntary 
framework for reducing cyber risks to critical infrastructure. The Framework will consist of standards, 
guidelines, and best practices to promote the protection of information and information systems 
supporting critical infrastructure operations. The prioritized, flexible, repeatable, and cost-effective 
approach of the framework will help owners and operators of critical infrastructure to manage 
cybersecurity-related risk while protecting business confidentiality, individual privacy and civil liberties. 
NIST has issued  a Request for Information (RFI) in the Federal Register to gather initial information on 
the many interrelated considerations, challenges, and efforts needed to develop the Framework. The URL 
below links to the RFI. 

http://1.usa.gov/15QcRrB 

The Framework will seek to promote the wide adoption of practices to increase cybersecurity across all 
sectors and industry types.Throughout the development of the Framework, NIST will host a series of 
events and workshops to gather additional input and develop the Framework. The first workshop is 
scheduled for April 3, 2013 at NIST's Gaithersburg campus. Online registration for the workshop is 
available through the URL below. 

http://www.nist.gov/itl/csd/cybersecurity-framework-workshop.cfm 

 DOC Deputy Secretary sends letter on Sequestration to Senator Mikulski  

At the request of the Chair of the Senate Committee on Appropriations, Deputy Secretary of Commerce 
Rebecca Blank sent a letter to Senator Mikulski that described the impacts of sequestration on the 
Agency's budget including NIST. The URL below is a link to the February 8, 2013 letter.  

http://1.usa.gov/12YJe7l 

 


