BNQP Blinded Data FAQs
Why is the data only available for years up to and including 2006?

The Award process changed significantly in 2007.  Prior to 2007, not all Award applicants received a Consensus review; some stopped after the Independent Review.  Since 2007, all applicants go through a Consensus Review.

Is the Independent Review total score the average or median for each team of Examiners?

It’s the median. During the Independent Review process, applications are evaluated by 6 to10 Examiners working independently. The data from their individual evaluations was used by the Panel of Judges to select which applicants should move on to the Consensus Review.
Was the median Independent Review score always reported historically?

Before 1996, the average Independent Review scores were reported and used during the Award process.  Thereafter, median scores were used.  The median score is used because it is more appropriate with small datasets as it attaches less importance to outliers.  Since each applicant is reviewed by approximately 8 Examiners, the median score describes the applicant more suitably than does the average.  For consistency within this dataset, the median Independent Review scores were reported for all applicants.
What is the difference between an Independent and a Consensus Review score?

An Independent Review score is given by an Examiner reviewing an application with no input from his/her team members; this is the initial evaluation in the Award process.  A Consensus Review score is obtained through collaboration and consensus among a team of Examiners at a later point in the process.

What does the “Stage” column in the Excel spreadsheet indicate?

Just that these are Independent Review scores.
Why do the numbers assigned to each applicant suddenly jump to 500’s and 800’s in 1995?  
1995 was a pilot year; 500 numbers were Health Care pilot applicants, while 800 numbers were Education pilot applicants.

Why is there a multi-year gap between the pilot evaluations and the first award applications for the pilot sectors?

The pilot evaluations occurred in 1995 and the first applicants in Education and Health Care came through the Award process in 1999.  The President and the U.S. Congress passed legislation in 1998 allowing these sectors to be eligible for the Award Program; therefore they were first eligible to apply for the 1999 Award cycle.  
Will more detailed data become available?
Additional data, such as Criteria Item scores for each applicant, will be made available once we compile the data and ensure that the confidentiality of all applicants and examiners is protected.

When will more recent data become available? 
For the time being, we are focused on providing detailed segmentation of the existing dataset with the belief that this will provide the most value to our stakeholders. Once this dataset has been completed, we will turn our attention to the possibility of releasing more recent data.
