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                                                                        March 2022 

 
This Standards Bulletin from the Organization of Scientific Area Committees (OSAC) for Forensic Science 
provides a monthly update on:       

• Standards moving through the OSAC Registry approval processes for published and OSAC 
Proposed Standards.   

• Standards moving through the development process at standards developing organizations 
(SDOs). 

 
Bulletin Summary: 

• New standards added to the OSAC Registry: 2 
• Standards under consideration for the Registry and open for comment: 7 
• New SDO published standards: 2 
• Standards open for comment at SDOs: 21 

 

OSAC REGISTRY UPDATES  

 

The OSAC Registry is a repository of high-quality, technically sound published and 
proposed standards for forensic science. These written documents define minimum 
requirements, best practices, standard protocols, and other guidance to help ensure 
that the results of forensic analyses are reliable and reproducible.  

All the standards on the OSAC Registry have passed a rigorous technical and quality 
review by OSAC members, including forensic science practitioners, research scientists, 
statisticians, and legal experts.  

 

 

https://www.nist.gov/osac/osac-standards-bulletin
https://www.nist.gov/osac/osac-registry
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TWO NEW STANDARDS ADDED TO THE OSAC REGISTRY  

SDO Published Standard (added March 1, 2022): 
• ANSI/ASB Standard 061, Firearms and Toolmarks 3D Measurement Systems and Measurement 

Quality Control, First Edition, 2021.  
 

OSAC Proposed Standard (added March 1, 2022): 
• OSAC 2021-S-0013, Standard Guide for Post Mortem Examination Photography. 

 
STANDARDS OPEN FOR COMMENT FOR OSAC REGISTRY APPROVAL  
 

SDO Published Standards 

The OSAC Registry approval process for published standards is used to review existing SDO published 
standards for technical quality and placement on the Registry. Please submit your comments by 11:59 
p.m. ET on April 4, 2022 on whether the following SDO published standard should be included on the 
Registry: 

• ASTM E3235-21 Standard Practice for Latent Print Evidence Imaging Resolution. Submit your 
comments here.  

NOTE: In January 2022, OSAC’s Forensic Science Standards Board (FSSB) approved that the requirement for an 
OSAC-managed comment period for Registry approval of SDO published standards can be met during the SDO’s 
public comment period. The public will have an opportunity to comment on a standard during its development 
through the SDO’s public comment period. This change allows comments to be submitted during the SDO 
development process, prior to publication, enabling upgrades to be directly incorporated into the standard rather 
than receiving the comments after the standard is published. In cases where OSAC can document the SDO’s public 
comment opportunity, OSAC will not execute a second public comment period during its Registry approval process. 
See the SDO Updates below for information on the standards currently open for comment at SDOs.  

OSAC Proposed Standards 

The OSAC Registry approval process for OSAC Proposed Standards is used to review OSAC drafted 
standards for technical quality and placement on the Registry. The following OSAC draft proposed 
standards are being considered for submission to an SDO. The final draft provided to the SDO will be 
available on the OSAC Registry as an “OSAC Proposed Standard.”  

OSAC welcomes comments on whether the current draft is suitable for release to the SDO as well as 
suggestions for improvements in content and wording. To be considered, comments must be placed in 
the OSAC Comment Form and sent to comments@nist.gov by 11:59 p.m. ET on April 4, 2022. 

• OSAC 2022-N-0027, Medicolegal Death Investigation Response to Death Locations and Incident 
Scenes: Best Practice Recommendations.  

• OSAC 2022-S-0017, Standard Guide for Microspectrophotometry in Forensic Fiber Analysis. 

https://www.aafs.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/061_Std_e1.pdf
https://www.aafs.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/061_Std_e1.pdf
https://w3auth.nist.gov/system/files/documents/2022/02/28/OSAC%202021-S-0013_Standard%20Guide%20for%20Post%20Mortem%20Examination%20Photography.REGISTRY.pdf
https://www.nist.gov/osac/osac-registry-approval-process-published-standards
https://www.aafs.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/054_Std_e1.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BSQN262
https://www.nist.gov/osac/registry-approval-process
https://www.nist.gov/document/osac-20-public-comment-tablesept-2021
mailto:comments@nist.gov
https://w3auth.nist.gov/system/files/documents/2022/02/28/OSAC%202022-N-0027%20MDI%20Response%20to%20Scenes_%20Best%20Practice%20Recommendations.OPEN%20COMMENT%20VERSION.pdf
https://w3auth.nist.gov/system/files/documents/2022/02/28/OSAC%202022-N-0027%20MDI%20Response%20to%20Scenes_%20Best%20Practice%20Recommendations.OPEN%20COMMENT%20VERSION.pdf
https://w3auth.nist.gov/system/files/documents/2022/02/28/OSAC%202022-S-0017_Standard%20Guide%20for%20Microspectrophotometry%20in%20Forensic%20Fiber%20Analysis_OPEN%20COMMENT.pdf
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• OSAC 2022-N-0018, Standard Practice for a Forensic Fiber Training Program. 
• OSAC 2022-S-0019, Standard Guide for Forensic Examination of Fibers.  
• OSAC 2022-S-0029, Standard Guide for Interpretation and Reporting in Forensic Comparisons of 

Trace Materials. 
• OSAC 2022-S-0030, Standard Methodology in Bloodstain Pattern Analysis. 

NOTE: OSAC Resource Task Group (RTG) members are encouraged to comment on these standards by 
downloading the RTG Comment Table and submitting it to comments@nist.gov in accordance with the Registry 
approval process.  

Visit the OSAC website to see all the standards under consideration for the OSAC Registry, along with 
their status in the Registry approval process. 

 

 

 

 

SDO UPDATES 
 
NEW SDO PUBLISHED STANDARDS  
The Academy Standards Board (ASB) published the following two standards in February 2022:  

• ANSI/ASB Best Practice Recommendation 052, Best Practice Recommendation for the Detection 
and Collection of Footwear and Tire Impression Evidence, First Edition, 2022.  

• ANSI/ASB Standard 096, Standard Method for the Examination and Documentation of 
Ammunition and Ammunition Components, First Edition, 2022.   

STANDARDS OPEN FOR COMMENT AT SDOs  
Stakeholders from the forensic science community are encouraged to provide input on standards as 
they are being developed at SDOs. For SDO published standards going through the OSAC Registry 
approval process, the public will have an opportunity to comment on a standard during the SDO’s public 
comment period but will not be given a second opportunity to comment through OSAC on whether the 
resulting standard should be placed on the Registry.  

Visit OSAC’s Standards Open for Comment webpage to see the full list of forensic science standards 
open for comment at SDOs and how to submit your feedback. This page consolidates and tracks 
comment deadlines for you and will be updated on a weekly basis. It currently includes: 

• 14 standards open for comment at ASB in anthropology (1), biology/DNA (7), forensic document 
examination (2), footwear & tire (1), and friction ridge (3). 

Is your organization implementing standards on the OSAC Registry?  
Complete OSAC’s Registry Implementation Declaration Form found on the OSAC website and send it 

to mark.stolorow@nist.gov to let us know. Your organization will subsequently be awarded an  
OSAC Registry Implementer Certificate.  

 

https://www.nist.gov/system/files/documents/2022/03/03/OSAC%202022-N-0018_Standard%20Practice%20for%20a%20Forensic%20Fiber%20Training%20Program_OPEN%20COMMENT%20VERSION.pdf
https://w3auth.nist.gov/system/files/documents/2022/02/28/OSAC%202022-S-0019_Standard%20Guide%20for%20Forensic%20Examination%20of%20Fibers__OPEN%20COMMENT%20VERSION..pdf
https://w3auth.nist.gov/system/files/documents/2022/02/28/OSAC%202022-S-0029%20Standard%20Guide%20for%20Interpretation%20and%20Reporting%20in%20Forensic%20Comparisons%20of%20Trace%20OPEN%20COMMENT.pdf
https://w3auth.nist.gov/system/files/documents/2022/02/28/OSAC%202022-S-0029%20Standard%20Guide%20for%20Interpretation%20and%20Reporting%20in%20Forensic%20Comparisons%20of%20Trace%20OPEN%20COMMENT.pdf
https://w3auth.nist.gov/system/files/documents/2022/02/28/OSAC%202022-S-0030%20Standard%20for%20Methodology%20in%20Bloodstain%20Pattern%20Analysis.OPEN%20COMMENT%20VERSION.pdf
mailto:comments@nist.gov
https://www.nist.gov/osac/standards-under-consideration
https://www.aafs.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/052_BPR_e1.pdf
https://www.aafs.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/052_BPR_e1.pdf
https://www.aafs.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/096_Std_e1.pdf
https://www.aafs.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/096_Std_e1.pdf
https://www.nist.gov/osac/standards-open-comment
https://www.nist.gov/osac/osac-registry-implementation
mailto:mark.stolorow@nist.gov


 

 

OSAC Standards Bulletin – March 2022   
 4 

 

• 7 standards open for comment at ASTM in trace evidence (3), forensic science terminology (1), 
gunshot residue (2), and seized drugs (1).  
 

OTHER FORENSIC SCIENCE NEWS, EVENTS & TRAINING  

 

OSAC Registry Implementation Survey Report Now Available 

A report providing a detailed look at the survey respondents and the 
implementation status of 46 standards represented in OSAC’s first annual 
Registry Implementation Survey is now available. OSAC released this survey in 
the summer of 2021 to better understand how the standards on the OSAC 
Registry are being used, the challenges around standards implementation, and 
what support is needed to improve it. 

Center for Statistics and Applications in Forensic Evidence  

Upcoming CSAFE events: 
• WEBINAR: Modeling and iNventory of Tread Impression System (MANTIS): The Development, 

Deployment and Application of an Active Footwear Data Collection System | March 24| 11:00 
a.m. – 12:00 p.m. CDT 

• WEBINAR: Shining a Light on Black Box Studies | April 22| 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. CDT  
• WEBINAR: Extracting Case-specific Information from Validation Studies | May 10| 11:00 a.m. – 

12:00 p.m. CDT 
• SHORT COURSE: Sampling for Forensic Practitioners. This three-part short course focuses on 

populations, sampling frames, sampling methods and geometric sampling. The course will meet 
on March 25, April 1 and April 8 from 12:00 – 2:00 p.m. central time.  
 

Forensic Technology Center of Excellence  

Upcoming FTCoE events: 
• 2022 NIJ Forensic Science R&D Symposium | March 1-2 | 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. ET 
• BJA Forensic Grants 101 – Forensic Grant Opportunities | March 10 | 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. ET 
• BJA Forensic Grants 101 – Grant Application and Award Acceptance | March 17 | 1:00 – 2:00 

p.m. ET 
• Application of the OSAC Registry of Standards to Forensic Science Service Providers’ Quality 

Systems | March 31 | 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. ET 
 

National Institute of Justice 

The National Institute of Justice’s (NIJ) forensic list provides email alerts on the latest NIJ awards, 
solicitations, events, and publications.   

 

https://www.nist.gov/system/files/documents/2022/02/21/Implementation%20Survey%20Report_FINAL_FEB212022.pdf
https://www.nist.gov/osac/osac-registry-implementation-survey
https://forensicstats.org/events/
https://forensicstats.org/courses/#short
https://forensiccoe.org/2022-nij-forensic-science-rd-symposium/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforensiccoe.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dca2aac5081696c707e749d996%26id%3D3d20b06841%26e%3D3b69db0258&data=04%7C01%7Callison.getz%40nist.gov%7C313e737430c440db46b308d9fad8ed59%7C2ab5d82fd8fa4797a93e054655c61dec%7C1%7C0%7C637816631882844372%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=qwugVYiSSrptJpVxfxCuvaAD7WwUf1fsKSUGI8mdhyY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforensiccoe.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dca2aac5081696c707e749d996%26id%3D39b0b900db%26e%3D3b69db0258&data=04%7C01%7Callison.getz%40nist.gov%7C313e737430c440db46b308d9fad8ed59%7C2ab5d82fd8fa4797a93e054655c61dec%7C1%7C0%7C637816631882844372%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=xMUw2Bhafcy78abHjSiqn43BgD%2BDmqMbCMVEwQQSB6s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforensiccoe.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dca2aac5081696c707e749d996%26id%3D4c89e2b5b1%26e%3D3b69db0258&data=04%7C01%7Callison.getz%40nist.gov%7C313e737430c440db46b308d9fad8ed59%7C2ab5d82fd8fa4797a93e054655c61dec%7C1%7C0%7C637816631883000572%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=4Dj13vJTNEl6N1E4zgT0Ytla3Hdkr%2F0%2BxiSIPAVDl1I%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforensiccoe.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dca2aac5081696c707e749d996%26id%3D4c89e2b5b1%26e%3D3b69db0258&data=04%7C01%7Callison.getz%40nist.gov%7C313e737430c440db46b308d9fad8ed59%7C2ab5d82fd8fa4797a93e054655c61dec%7C1%7C0%7C637816631883000572%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=4Dj13vJTNEl6N1E4zgT0Ytla3Hdkr%2F0%2BxiSIPAVDl1I%3D&reserved=0
https://nij.ojp.gov/subscribe
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National Institute of Standards and Technology 

NIST has published Results from a Black-Box Study for Digital Forensic Examiners. The goal of this study 
was to assess the performance of the digital forensic community as a whole. For the study, experts from 
the digital forensic community examined and reported on simulated digital evidence from casework-like 
scenarios. The newly published document describes the methodology used in the study and summarizes 
the results.  

 

https://nvlpubs.nist.gov/nistpubs/ir/2022/NIST.IR.8412.pdf
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