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February 2, 2026 
 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 
 

From:  Joe Barger  
   NEPA Coordinator 
 

Subject:   Categorical Exclusion Addendum 
    
Project Title:  Analytical Laboratory Modernization and Expansion  
 
Location:  University of Maine 

Deering Hall 
Grove Street Ext. 
Orono, Maine 04469 

   
 
The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) is providing a congressionally 
directed funding grant for the Modernization and Expansion of the Analytical Laboratory at the 
University of Maine.   In compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), NIST 
conducted an environmental evaluation of this project and prepared a Categorical Exclusion 
Memorandum dated January 29, 2025 (Attachment A).  
    
NIST was subsequently notified by the University of Maine of a change in the scope of this 
project.  
 
The original scope of work for the Analytical Laboratory specified that: 

 “All work would be conducted within the building envelope” and would be “limited to 
interior work only within Deering Hall.”     

The change in scope includes the following: 

 Most work will be completed within the building envelope (on the fourth floor and 
basement) with the exception that Heating, Air Conditioning and Ventilation (HVAC) 
equipment will be installed on the first and fifth story roofs of Deering Hall and duct 
work will be installed on the exterior of Deering Hall (southern face) extending from the 
first to the fifth floors.  
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Specific Considerations of this Action and any Extraordinary Circumstances 

Installing HVAC equipment and duct work on the roofs and exterior of Deering Hall does not 
significantly change the environmental impact anticipated for this project. 

The change in scope was coordinated with the Maine Historic Preservation Commission and the 
State Historic Preservation Officer concurred that this change in scope will not result in adverse 
impacts to historic properties (Attachment B).   

Categorical Exclusion 

NIST finds that the change in scope discussed above will have no impact on the categorical 
exclusion applied to this project. Department of Commerce Categorical Exclusion A-1 remains 
applicable to this project. 

The proposed project: Analytical Laboratory Modernization and Expansion at the University of 
Maine remains categorically excluded from the need for further environmental review under 
NEPA.  Any changes to the above project may require additional NEPA review. 

_________________________________ ______________________ 
Joe Barger Date 
NIST NEPA Coordinator 

______________________ 
Date 

_________________________________ 
Andrew Wright 
NIST Chief Facilities Management Officer



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachment A, Categorical Exclusion Memorandum, January 29, 2025  
 
  













 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachment B. Maine SHPO Correspondence, 1/30/26 
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