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May 20, 2026 
 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 
 

From:  Joe Barger  
   NEPA Coordinator 
 

Subject:   Categorical Exclusion Addendum 
    
Project Title:  Renovation of the Harned Hall Biological Sciences Research Building 
 
Location:  Tennessee State University 

3500 John A. Merritt Blvd. 
Nashville, TN 37209 

   
 
The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) is providing a congressionally 
directed funding grant for Renovation of the Harned Hall Biological Sciences Research Building 
at Tennessee State University.   In compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA), NIST conducted an environmental evaluation of this project and prepared a Categorical 
Exclusion Memorandum dated November 22, 2023 (Attachment A).  
    
NIST was subsequently notified by Tennessee State University of a change in the scope of this 
project.  
 
The original scope of work for the Harned Hall Project specified that: 

 “4500 sq ft of research and teaching labs will be renovated within Harned Hall” 
The change in scope indicated the following: 

 “the entire 18,504 sq ft of research and teaching labs will be renovated within Harned 
Hall” 

There are no other changes in the scope of the project.  The only change is in the amount of 
interior area being renovated. The project approach and mitigation measures remain the same. 
 
  



Renovation of the Harned Hall, Tennessee State University, Page 2 of  2 
 

Specific Considerations of this Action and any Extraordinary Circumstances 
 
Expanding the amount of interior area being renovated at Harned Hall is not expected to 
significantly change the environmental impact of this project.  Some long term beneficial 
environmental impacts may be expected from the installation of more energy efficient 
equipment. 

Since all renovations will remain within the interior of Harned Hall, the project is not expected to 
result in adverse impacts to historic properties.  The Tennessee Historic Commission concurred 
with this finding (Attachment B). 

Categorical Exclusion  
 
NIST finds that the change in scope, discussed above, will have no impact on the categorical 
exclusion applied to this project. Department of Commerce Categorical Exclusion A-1 remains 
applicable to this project. 

The proposed project: Renovation of the Harned Hall Biological Sciences Research Building at 
Tennessee State University remains categorically excluded from the need for further 
environmental review under NEPA.  Any changes to the above project may require additional 
NEPA review. 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________   ______________________ 
Joe Barger        Date 
NIST NEPA Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________   ______________________ 
Andrew Wright       Date 
NIST Chief Facilities Management Office

5/20/2026



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachment A, Categorical Exclusion Memorandum, November 22, 2023  
  













 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachment B, Tennessee Historical Commission Correspondence, 4/6/26  
 
 
 



TENNESSEE HISTORICAL COMMISSION
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

2941 LEBANON PIKE
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37243-0442

 OFFICE: (615) 532-1550
www.tnhistoricalcommission.org

 
2026-04-06 12:24:51 CDT 
 
TaJonique Martin
National Institute of Standards and Technology
tajonique.martin@nist.gov
 
RE: Department of Commerce (USDOC), Harned Hall Interior Upgrades, Project#: SHPO0003842, Nashville, Davidson
County, TN
 
 
Dear TaJonique Martin:
 
Pursuant to your request, this office has reviewed documentation concerning the above-referenced undertaking.  Our review
of and comment on your proposed undertaking are among the requirements of Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act.  This Act requires federal agencies or applicants for federal assistance to consult with the appropriate State
Historic Preservation Office before they carry out their proposed undertakings.  The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
has codified procedures for carrying out Section 106 review in 36 CFR 800 (Federal Register, December 12, 2000, 77698-
77739). 
 
Based on the information provided, we find that the project as currently proposed will not adversely affect Harned Hall.
 
If project plans are changed or previously unevaluated archaeological resources are discovered during project construction,
please contact this office to determine what further action, if any, will be necessary to comply with Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act. Include the Project # if you need to submit any additional information regarding this undertaking.
Questions and comments may be directed to Casey Lee, who drafted this response, at Casey.Lee@tn.gov. We appreciate
your cooperation.
 
Sincerely,
 
 

Miranda Montgomery
State Historic Preservation Officer
 
 
Ref:MSG18113397_APv39HLwXAxlncIgSxY
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