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Uncertainty In Forensic Science: A Factor Deliberately Down-Played By Forensic Examiners. 
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"#$%&'(%)!!K,(,-%!'9/+$$+2-$!#7!%5,!DMA!%5'%!+%!20,&$%'%,9!%,$%+/2-7!+-!5'+&!'-'67$,$!+-!Y89+(+'6!
3&2(,,9+-1$!.26624$!'!&,6'%,9!'9/+$$+2-!#7!%5,!DMA!+-!PQQU!'#28%!(2/3'&'%+0,!#866,%!6,'9!'-'67$,$<!!A-!
#2%5!('$,$:!$(+,-%+.+(!.'(%$!'-9!$%'%+$%+('6!'-'67$,$!(2/3,66,9!%5,!'1,-(7j$!(5'-1,$!+-!3&'(%+(,<!![0+9,-(,!
2.!.2&,-$+(!%,$%+/2-7!1+0,-!#,72-9!%5,!6+/+%$!2.!$(+,-(,!+-!2%5,&!'&,'$!2.!.2&,-$+(!3&'(%+(,!5'0,!#,,-!
/2&,!9+..+(86%!%2!&,0,'6!'$!/'-7!.2&,-$+(!9+$(+36+-,$:!$8(5!'$!.+&,'&/$!+9,-%+.+('%+2-:!'&,!1,-,&'667!-2%!
'/,-'#6,!%2!>d"!'-'67$,$<!!!H,$%+/2-7!+-!+/3&,$$+2-!'-9!3'%%,&-!,0+9,-(,!9+$(+36+-,$!'&,!$8#Y,(%!%2!
$+/+6'&!$%'%+$%+('6!+$$8,$!%5'%!5'0,!#,,-!&,0,'6,9!#7!%5,!DMAj$!&,0+,4!2.!/+(&2$(23+(!5'+&!(2/3'&+$2-!
%,$%+/2-7<!!H5+$!3&,$,-%'%+2-!4+66!9+$(8$$!%5,!(8&&,-%!3&'(%+(,$!+-!.2&,-$+(!%,$%+/2-7!'-9!'!$'%,66+%,!0+,4!
2.!45'%!$(+,-(,!('-!$8332&%<!!H5+$!3&,$,-%'%+2-!4+66!'6$2!$811,$%!'6%,&-'%+0,!%,$%+/2-7!$8332&%,9!#7!%5,!
(8&&,-%!$%'%,!2.!&,$,'&(5!'-9!$%'%+$%+('6!3&+-(+36,$!'-9!2..,&!.+&,'&/I%226/'&@$!,;'/+-,&$!%226$!%5,7!('-!
+/36,/,-%!%29'7!+-!%,$%+/2-7!%5'%!'&,!$'.,67!4+%5+-!%5,!#28-9'&+,$!2.!%5,!(8&&,-%!$%'%,!2.!%5,!$(+,-(,!'$!
&,$,'&(5!%2!$8332&%!%5,!8-9,&67+-1!0'6+9+%7!'-9!&,6+'#+6+%7!2.!%5,!9+$(+36+-,!'&,!8-9,&4'7<!!!!




