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Proposed   TGDC Resolutions# 36-05 (Caldas) and #37-05 (Rivest) for 3/9/05 Plenary
Dear TGDC Members:

The purpose of this correspondence is to propose the following resolution, consistent with the intent of HAVA, for the approval of the TGDC at the March meeting.
For your reference, the following URLs provide additional information:

ANSI:  www.ansi.org  

ANSI:  domestic and as the US representative to ISO and the IEC:  

http://www.ansi.org/about_ansi/introduction/introduction.aspx?menuid=1   

ANSI Accredited Programs:

http://www.ansi.org/about_ansi/accredited_programs/overview.aspx?menuid=1
OMB A119A:  http://www.dsp.dla.mil/omba119.htm   

Thank you for your consideration.  Please contact me if you have any questions or if you would like to discuss the proposed resolution. 

Sincerely,

Anne

Director, Procedures and Standards Administration

American National Standards Institute - ANSI

www.ansi.org
25 West 43 Street, 4th Floor

New York, NY 10036

acaldas@ansi.org

212-642-4914

Fax:  212-840-2298

Resolution #36-05       Offered by Ms. Caldas

Title:        Consensus Standards

The TGDC recognizes the timeframes established in HAVA as necessary to ensure a prompt response to the nation's voting system issues, which it was written to address.  The TGDC further recognizes that a robust voluntary consensus standards system exists in this country and should be relied on, to the greatest extent possible, to facilitate the long-term development and

regular maintenance of voluntary voting system guidelines and standards.

Moreover, the TGDC encourages the EAC to rely not only on NIST's recognized

expertise, but also on the US voluntary consensus standards and conformity assessment systems, as exemplified by programs accredited by the American National Standards Institute and others which comply with the requirements set-forth in OMB Circular A119, as part of the EAC's long-term systemic approach to addressing the nation's continuing need for up-to-date,

voluntary voting system guidelines and standards."

This resolution is proposed to ensure that the long-term process by which voting standards are further developed, referenced and updated relies, as much as possible, not only on NIST's recognized expertise, but also on the voluntary consensus standards and conformity assessment systems already in place in this country.  

By appointing ANSI specifically to the TGDC, recognition was given in HAVA to the importance of the existing voluntary consensus standards system in this country.  HAVA states that:

"The Development Committee shall be composed of... 

(B) A representative of the American National Standards Institute..."

ANSI serves as the national coordinating institution for voluntary standards, conformity assessment and related activities in the United States of America through which organizations concerned with such activities may cooperate in establishing, improving and recognizing standards, based on a consensus of parties-at-interest, and conformity assessment programs to the

end that such activities remain dynamically responsive to national needs.

ANSI represents the interests of the US in international non-treaty standards and conformity assessment organizations in which the Institute is a member or otherwise affiliated, including the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and via the U.S. National Committee (USNC), the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC).  ANSI furthers voluntary

standards and conformity assessment activities as a means of 

(a) advancing the national economy; 

(b) benefiting the public health, safety, welfare and environment; and

 (c) facilitating domestic and international trade, commerce, communications and understanding. 

ANSI promotes and contributes to promote these goals while assuring that the interests of the public have appropriate protection, participation and representation in standardization, conformity assessment and related activities.

ANSI encourages the TGDC and the EAC to seek to engage ANSI-accredited standards developers, of which IEEE is one, and other standards developers whose development process satisfies the criteria set-forth in OMB A119, in the long-term plan for the development and maintenance of voluntary voting systems standards.

Resolution # 37-05    Offered by Dr. Rivest
Title:  Availability of Source Code for Review

The TGDC has reviewed the issue of the availability of voting system source code for review.  The TGDC directs NIST to draft requirements stating that:

   (a) voting system vendors shall supply source code  with any voting system submitted for   evaluation,

   (b) the source code shall be retained, and 
   (c) the source code shall be made available for review upon request to local, state, or federal election officials  and/or their designated representatives.

NIST shall clarify these requirements to address a number of issues, such as how to handle third-party software for which source code may be unavailable, how to manage authorized access to the source code, availability of vendor-required tools (such as compilers) for source code review, and possible restrictions on reports resulting from source code reviews.

