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ABSTRACT 

The Clean Air Act Amendments (CAAA) of 1990 require the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency @PA) to phase out production of ozone-depleting chemicals, including the 
halons. Under the existing provisions of the CAAA, the halons are scheduled for phaseout by the 
year 2000, however, ment  scientific evidence of continued ozone depletion has supported current 
efforts to accelerate the phaseout by several years. 

The CAAA also require EPA to examine and either approve or disapprove chemicals and 
associated processes proposed as replacements for chemicals being phased out. Section 612 
specifically requires: (1) EPA to promulgate a rulemaking will prohibit the use of substitutes that 
pose adverse impacts on human health and the environment, (2) EPA notification at least 90 days 
before the introduction of substitutes (either existing or new) as replacements for ozone-depleting 
chemicals, (2) publication of a list of prohibited and acceptable alternatives, and (3) establishment 
of a process by which the public can petition EPA to add or delete substitutes from the 
unacceptable list. This new regulatory program, referred to as the Significant New Alternatives 
Policy (SNAP) Program, must be promulgated by November 15,1992. Currently, EPA is 
drafting the regulation to implement the SNAP program process, as well as conducting risk 
assessments by substitute and application to develop an initial list of reviewed substitutes. The 
latter activity is particularly important given the current activities to accelerate the phaseout date. 

The presentation will describe the SNAP program in more detail and discuss how various 
criteria will be used to evaluate substitutes. The key criteria comprise human toxicity, exposure 
(consumer, worker, and general population), ozone depletion, global-warming potential, 
flammability, and economics. The presentation will then focus on the halon alternatives being 
examined by EPA, the general issues that are arising in context of EPA's review of these 
substitutes, and some (if possible) preliminary decisions regarding the acceptability of several 
halon alternatives. The presentation will conclude with an overview of next steps, including 
discussion of the remaining regulatory schedule for the SNAP program 
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