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Podcasts - Background

e Audio or video broadcasts on the Web that you
can download to a computer or mobile device

e Subscribe to receive specific podcasts regularly

o According to Forrester’s The Future of Digital
Audiol, by 2010 12.3 million households will
receive simple audio podcasts

1Schadler, T. The Future of Digital Audio. March 21, 2005.
http://www.forester.com/Research/Document/Excerpt/0,7211,36428,00.html
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Podcasting at the
NIST Research Library

« At the NIST Library, a few staff members are responsible
for monitoring new technologies

 When customers told us they’d be
open to hearing about library
resources in a quick, easy-to-
receive format, we explored some
new technologies including
podcasting

 We bought and practiced using video
iPods?

°The Identification of any commercial product or trade name does not imply endorsement or
recommendation by the National Institute of Standards and Technology.
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Examples

* http://podcasts.aaas.org/science_podcast/
SciencePodcast _070824.mp3

 http://blog.vcu.edu/cabellpodcasts/scholarl
yquick.mov

e Discovery Channel - Man vs. Wild: Iceland
http://dsc.discovery.com/beyond/
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http://blog.vcu.edu/cabellpodcasts/scholarlyquick.mov
http://blog.vcu.edu/cabellpodcasts/scholarlyquick.mov

ITunes

The easiest way to download podcasts:
http://www.apple.com/itunes/download

. ITunes Store
Podcasts
Browse categories
Example: Business

BusinessWeek
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http://www.apple.com/itunes/download
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File Edit Controls Yiew Store Advanced Help iTunes
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LIBRARY Podcast Time Release Dab v | Description

ﬂ Music ¥ Benzene SUBSCRIBE ) 11)22}2005

E P # Benzene 1 202 11)f22/2005 animate movie of atoms C6 HE on a Kekule
@ P Biology 2110§2120: Lectures on An... 43144 1/24(2007 Coming ko you from the College of St. Scholastica, in Duluth, Minnesota.

¥ Canary Database Reports 10/24/2006 Dr, Peter Rabinowitz and Daniel Chudnoy from the Yale School of Medicine discu. ..
v Podcasts @ Canary Database Reports 2 39:02  10/24/2006 Peter and Dan discuss animals as sentinels of bioterrarism agents, reporting find. ..
u Audiobooks # Canary Database Reports 2 302 10j24)2006 Peter and Dan discuss animals as sentinels of biokerrorism agents, reporting findi. ..
% Radio Canary Database Rep... GEL) S6:36 92612006 D, Peter Rabinowitz and Daniel Chudnoy From the Yale University School of Med., ..
P How Semiconduckors and Transistao, . 0:0a 372006 A wirtual reality kit bo make semiconduckors and transisbors
STEEE @ P Johns Hopkins Medicine Podcast wi. .. 935 8/8/2006 Julia Haller, professor of ophthalmology at Johns Hopkins explains why controve...

| o s STt © - Mext Big Hit Mew Music Mix - Enhan... 1:00:18 2/16j2007 Haktest new independent Music, Full tracks and songs from independent and un. .,

rﬂ Purchased © - PDFCast This is the worlds best podcast For strange Cardiff related stories, So click the su. ..
@ w Quantum information/Bose-Einste. .. Sl1z1z2006 QIBEC seminars

@ Atomos Frios en redes dpticas. .. S/12 12006 Fisica v Sociedad - Afio Mundial de |a Fisica 2005

Search

& 1 shows

PLAYLISTS

We used iTunes to locate, download,
and sync podcasts to the IPods
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Preparation

After attending some free podcasting
ectures at conferences, we used two
podcasting instruction books and took the

nlunge... Making our own podcast.
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Preparation

Media File Sizes

Audio 15 Mb/hour .75 Mb/3 minutes

Enhanced (audio | 20 Mb/hour 1 Mb/3 minutes
with still images)

Video 350 Mb/hour 17.5 Mb/3 minutes

We considered file sizes in selecting our
Nélodcast format
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Recording and Playback

Our recording studio was a small classroom
NIST
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Software

 We used Audacity software (free) to
record, edit, and compress our sound files

* Also need to download lame.zip

* Available for Mac OS X, Microsoft
Windows, GNU/Linux, and other operating
systems

http://audacity.sourceforge.net/
AN 5
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Voice File

Raw .wav file
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Combining File Formats

With the help of our A-V department we added
rotating ghotos to the sound file and converted
m

the co
sound).

Ination to an mpeg4 file (video with
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MNIST Museum Podcast
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| essons Learned

e Podcasts are useful for virtual tours and
library training “on the go”

e Creating podcasts Is easier/less
problematic with a Mac

* Be sure to keep up with new products

e Use a high-quality microphone

e Don’t forget to include an introduction and
ending

National Institute of | 5 ﬂ
Standards and Technology

U.S. Department of Commerce

INFORMATION



Future Plans

e Purchase MacBook

 Make enhanced podcast about
publications analyses that our liaisons can
do

 Work with A-V staff to have video-
recorded monthly internal presentations
currently produced as DVDs converted for
loading onto circulating Library video

IPods
N&I Hi
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Questions?

Nancy Allmang
nancy.allman nist.qo P
NIST y g@nist.gov (g,
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