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Response effort after building collapse
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First specimens 
of building 
evidentiary 
debris are 
extracted days 
after collapse
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Press Conference on 
June 30, 2021 
announcing launch of 
NCST investigation



NIST coordinates 
evidence 

identification and 
handling procedures 

with the Incident 
Command
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NIST 
engineers 
help identify 
evidence 
from a safe 
distance
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Experts from NSF, FSU, 
Miami-Dade Fire Rescue, and 
VA Beach Fire Dept. support 
remote sensing activities Source: NIST



NCST AC Meeting, 
September 2017

Team Readiness: 
post-event 
reconnaissance 
enhanced by drones



Experts from FEMA, NSF, USGS, and 
USACE support remote sensing activities.
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NCST AC Meeting, 
August 2018

Team Readiness: 
post-event 
reconnaissance 
enhanced by GIS-
based platforms and 
remote sensing 
equipment



NIST establishes evidence tagging protocols with first 
responders

Source: NIST



Source: WSVN



NCST AC Meeting, 
Sept 2019

NCST investigations 
enhanced by 
proactive data ingest 
and data storage 
tools



NIST waited for 
collapsed site to be 
cleared, dewatered, and 
safe before entering. Source: NIST



NIST conducts visual inspection and non-
destructive testing of slab, with USACE
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NIST conducts a subsurface 
investigation, with USACE and 
Disaster Resilience Research Grant 
Awardee (GAtech) Source: NIST



NCST AC Meeting, 
Sept 2019

Post-event 
reconnaissance 
enhanced by 
accounting for 
uncertainties 
introduced in field 
data collection
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NIST’s investigation will 
include recommendations to 
improve the safety and 
structural integrity of 
buildings



NIST announces investigative team on Aug 25th
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NCST AC Meeting, 
June 2021

NCST investigations 
enhanced by 
proactive data 
management 
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