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... But challenges remain in 

execution 

What are the supporting 

•� Metrics 

•� Standards 

•� Infrastructure 

To address these issues, NIST 

organized a workshop in 

mid-October, 2009. 
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Wide Participation 


Industry 

GM, Ford, GE, 
Xerox, Lockheed 
Martin, Rockwell 

Automation, P&G, 
Siemens, Harbec 
Plastics, Masco, 

URS 

Academia 

Stanford, 
Purdue, 

Georgia Tech, 
RIT,  

U of Kentucky, 
Portland State U., 

Texas Tech 

Software 
Vendors 

Dassualt Systems, 

Siemens PLM, 

PTC 

Gov. / NGOs 

DOC, NIST, NASA, 
NSF 

WRI, NCMS, 
CAMDUS, ANSI, 
NACFAM, ASTM 
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Industry Panel Speaks 


•� Sustainability should start at the top. Yet, bottom-up 

solutions are very useful, powerful, and necessary. 


•� Educating supplier on sustainability is important, and is 

a challenge. 

•� Regulations drive a lot of engineering action – often, 

non-compliance is the fear that drives these actions. 

•� Branding is very important for business. Many 

companies are positioning themselves at the forefront 

of sustainability movement to protect and/or enhance 
their brands. 

•� Is sustainability an opportunity or cost? There is no 

choice but to treat it as an opportunity. 
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Industrial Challenges 

1.�	 They are unable to accurately measure economic, 

societal, and environmental impacts and costs of 

their products during the entire life cycle and across 
their supply chain. 

2.�	 Full life cycle analysis (LCA) of products requires 

new methods to analyze, integrate, and aggregate 

information across hierarchical levels, organizational 
entities, and supply chain participants. 

3.�	 They lack neutral and trusted programs to 

demonstrate, deploy, and accredit new sustainable 

manufacturing practices, guidelines and methods. 
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For more information … 

•� Our web site 

www.nist.gov/mel/msid
 
contains most of the presentations 

made at the workshop. 

•� A workshop report will be published 

and freely available at this site. 
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