THE S| MEASUREMENT SYSTEM

The International System of Units (SI) is made up of 7 base units, featured on this chart with their
Measurement League counterparts. The Sl, commonly known as the metric system, is easy to use.

METER (m): Length
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The meter is how far light travels in just

1/299,792,458 of a second through
empty space (vacuum).
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MOLE (mol): Substance

Amole is a shorthand way to talk about
huge amounts of tiny things. One mole of
anything—atoms, molecules, even
moles—is equal to about 600 sextillion
of that item—that's 6 followed

by 23 zeroes!

UNCERTAINTY(®): Unknown

Though not a base unit, uncertainty is an
important aspect of any measurement.
It tells you how much erroris ina
measurement and how much your
number may differ from the actual
"true" value of what you're

measuring.

KELVIN (): Temperature

Water freezes at 273 K and boils at 373 K.
The coldest temperature is zero K, also
called “absolute zero." Nothing can get that
cold, but scientists can cool atoms very
close to that temperature.
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NIST

Sl symbols are the same worldwide, regardless of the spelling, language, or alphabet. Prefix symbols
are used with a unit symbol to represent smaller or larger units by factors that are powers of 10.
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