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Certain commercial entities, equipment, or materials may be identified in this document in order to describe an 
experimental procedure or concept adequately. Such identification is not intended to imply recommendation or 
endorsement by the National Institute of Standards and Technology, nor is it intended to imply that the entities, 
materials, or equipment are necessarily the best available for the purpose. 

This handbook conforms to the concept of primary use of SI (metric) measurements recommended in the Omnibus 
Trade and Competitiveness Act of 1988 by citing SI units before U.S. customary units where both units appear 
together and placing separate sections containing requirements in SI units before corresponding sections containing 
requirements in U.S. customary units.  In some cases, however, trade practice is currently restricted to the use of 
U.S. customary units; therefore, some requirements in this handbook will continue to specify only U.S. customary 
units until a broad consensus is achieved on the permitted SI units. 

In accord with NIST policy, the “meter” and “liter” spellings are used in this document.  However, the “metre” and 
“litre” spellings are acceptable. 

It should be noted that a space has been inserted instead of commas in all numerical values having four digits or 
more in this document.  This follows a growing practice, originating in tabular work, to use spaces to separate large 
numbers into groups of three digits.  This avoids conflict with the practice in many countries to use the comma as a 
decimal marker. 
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