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Design standards 
for sign elements



Cast-in-place or precast  
concrete

Stone cladding

NIST Blue aluminum, natural 
anodized aluminum, cast-in-
place concrete and Carderock 
stone cladding are the primary 
colors and materials to be used 
for all signs .

Fabricator to supply pricing 
and samples of powder coated 
aluminum, porcelain enamel, 
other recommended finishes . rgb: 18, 101, 156 

cmyk: 92, 60, 15, 2 
Benjamin Moore 2065-30  
Brilliant Blue

Natural anodized aluminum

NIST 
Blue

Concrete StoneAnodized
aluminum
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Color palette



101
235
309
 414

1950s typeface DIN was 
originally designed for 
technical uses and has same-
width numerals, allowing 
3-digit building numerals to 
align vertically as shown in 
example below .

DIN Regular
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 
0123456789

DIN Medium
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 
0123456789

DIN Bold
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 
0123456789

DIN Black
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 
0123456789
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Typeface
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Design standards 
for exterior signs



12
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Perimeter signs location key plan



Sign type 1.1 Site identification, primary, Gate A
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Base
Carderock stone cladding . See landscape 
guidelines for other details . 

Main sign structure
Fabricated aluminum, NIST Blue .

Illumination
LED ground-mounted fixture . See 
landscape guidelines .

Panel 1
NIST identifier message 
panel: fabricated anodized 
aluminum mechanically 
fastened to main structure .

Panel 2
Gate A message panel: 
fabricated anodized aluminum 
mechanically fastened to main 
structure .

Messages 
NIST logo and identifier: 
individual, fabricated, 
dimensional aluminum letters 
from provided art .

NIST Blue logo and Gate letter;  
black Identifier .

Typefaces
Gate letter: DIN Black . 
Address and “Gate”: DIN Medium .

Looking east
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Sign type 1.1 Site identification, primary, Gate A
Elevations
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Sign type 1.1 Site identification, primary, Gate A
Dimensions
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Sign type 1.1 Site identification, primary, Gate A
Dimensions, continued
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Sign type 1.1 Site identification, primary, Gate A
Dimensions, continued



Sign is composed of one back panel and four message 
panels mechanically fastened to a concrete base with 
Carderock stone cladding and a 9” reveal.

Sign is installed perpendicular to street.

Scale
1/2” = 1’-0”
width x height x depth

Back panel
One 152”x51”x7” fabricated aluminum pan, NIST Blue 
front, back, and all returns.

Identifier panels
Two 135-1/2”x51”x3” fabricated anodized aluminum 
identifier pans. 
Two 16”h x 3”d NIST logos, fabricated aluminum, 
NIST Blue.
Two 5”h x 1-1/2”d NIST identifiers, fabricated 
aluminum letters, black, mechanically fastened to 
panels.

Message panels
Two 40-1/2”x46”x3” fabricated anodized aluminum 
pans. Messages are 1-1/2” deep fabricated aluminum 
letters, mechanically fastened to pan. 

Identifier and message panels mechanically fasten to 
back panel with spacers and align front to back.

Base
One 152”x18”x17” cast-in-place concrete base with 
Carderock stone cladding.

Reveal
One 94”x9”x7” fabricated aluminum reinforced pan,  
gray front, back, and all returns.
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Sign type 1.1 Site identification, primary, Gate A
Dimensions, continued



Illumination
LED ground-mounted fixture . 
See landscape guidelines .

Messages
Include gate letters, and 
secondary message(s), if any, 
at gates .

Non-gate perimeter signs (e .g ., 
at site location 3, Muddy Branch 
Road near I-270) have NIST 
logo and identifier, only . 

Typefaces
Gate letter: DIN Black . 
“Gate” and additional message: 
DIN Medium .

Location 3 Gates B, C, F
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Sign type 1.2  Site identification, location 3 and secondary, Gates B, C, F
Elevation



Signs are composed of one back panel and two  
message panel mechanically fastened to a concrete 
base with a 2” reveal. 

Signs are installed perpendicular to street.

Scale
1/2” - 1’-0”
width x height x depth

Back panel
One 42”x86”x6” fabricated aluminum pan, NIST Blue 
front, back, and all returns.

Two 8-1/2”h x 3”d fabricated anodized aluminum 
NIST logos mechanically fastened to two sides 
of back panel.

Message panels
Two 40”x70”x2” fabricated anodized aluminum pans.

Messages are etched and paint-infilled black. Gate 
identification is etched and paint-infilled NIST Blue.

Message panels mechanically fasten to back panel 
with spacers. Front and back message panels align 
left to right.

Base
One 47”x10”x15” cast-in-place concrete base with 
1” concrete mowing strip extending 12” all four sides.

Reveal
39”x2”x8” fabricated aluminum reinforced pan, gray 
front, back, and all returns.
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Sign type 1.2 Site identification, secondary gates, location 3, Gates B, C, F
Dimensions
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Sign type 1.2 Site identification, secondary gates, location 3, Gates B, C, F
Dimensions, continued



Base
Stone-clad concrete with 1” 
high apron on four sides . See 
landscape guidelines for other 
details . 

Main sign structure
Fabricated aluminum in NIST 
Blue .

Illumination
LED ground-mounted fixture . 
See landscape guidelines .

Panel
NIST identifier message 
panel: flat anodized aluminum 
mechanically fastened to main 
structure .

Messages  
NIST logo and identifier: 
individual, fabricated, 
dimensional aluminum letters 
from provided art . Logo in 
NIST Blue; Identifier in black .
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Sign type 1.3 Site identification, perimeter sign, location 1
Elevations
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Sign type 1.3 Site identification, perimeter sign, location 1
Dimensions



Sign is composed of one back panel and one message 
panel mechanically fastened to a stone-clad concrete 
base with a 4” reveal.

Sign is installed perpendicular to street.

Scale
1/2” - 1’-0”
width x height x depth

Back panel
One 148”x54”x10” fabricated aluminum pan, NIST 
Blue front, back, and all returns.

Message panel
One 148”x54”x3” fabricated anodized aluminum pan.

One 16”h x X”d fabricated anodized aluminum NIST 
logo mechanically fastened to one side of message 
panel.

Identifier is 6”h x X”d fabricated aluminum letters, 
black.

Base
One minimum 136”x18”x6”cast-in-place concrete 
base field measured to grade with Carderock stone 
cladding.

Reveal
96”x 12”x 6” fabricated aluminum reinforced pan,  
gray front, back, and all returns.
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Sign type 1.3 Site identification, perimeter sign, location 1
Dimensions, continued



Janice_ change folios
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Sign type 1.3 Site identification, perimeter sign, location 1
Dimensions, continued



Base
Sign fabricator to re-use/adapt 
existing vertical posts for support . 
Re-clad existing posts with fabricated 
metal sleeves painted a color to be 
determined . Posts mechanically 
fastened to back side of blue main 
sign structure . Fabricator to verify all 
measurements in field and modify 
sign as necessary .

Note: sole sign in program to reuse 
existing structure .

Main sign structure
Fabricated aluminum in NIST Blue .

Illumination
LED ground-mounted fixture . See 
landscape guidelines .

Panels 
Two NIST identifier message panels: 
flat anodized aluminum mechanically 
fastened to main structure .

Messages  
NIST logo and identifier: individual, 
fabricated, dimensional aluminum 
letters .  
NIST: in NIST Blue from provided art . 
NIST identifier: in black, from 
provided art .
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Sign type 1.4 Site identification, perimeter sign, location 2
Elevations



Sign is composed of two back panels and two 
message panels mechanically fastened to existing 
wood posts to be reclad in aluminum.

V-shaped sign is installed facing the street.

Scale
1/2” - 1’-0”
width x height x depth

Back panels
Two 132”x60”x4” fabricated aluminum pans, NIST 
Blue front, back, and all returns.

Message panels
Two 132”x60”x2” fabricated anodized aluminum pans.

Two 18”h x 3”d fabricated aluminum NIST blue logos 
mechanically fastened to one side of message panels.

Identifiers are  7”h x 1”d fabricated aluminum letters, 
black.

Base
Signs mount to existing wood posts re-clad with 
metal sleeves. Color to be determined.
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Sign type 1.4 Site identification, perimeter sign, location 2
Dimensions
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Sign type 1.4 Site identification, perimeter sign, location 2
Dimensions, continued
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Sign type 1.4 Site identification, perimeter sign, location 2
Dimensions, continued
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Sign type 1.4 Site identification, perimeter sign, location 2
Dimensions, continued
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Sign type 1.5 Directional, primary



Messages
Maximum three destinations 
per panel .         

Back panel: street names, 
arrows, building numerals .

Front panel: building names .

Typefaces
Street names and building 
numerals: DIN Black .  
Building names: DIN Medium .

Arrow
From provided art .
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Sign type 1.5 Directional, primary
Elevations



Signs are composed of two back panels and two  
message panels mechanically fastened to a concrete 
base with a 2” reveal. 

Signs are installed parallel to street.

Scale
1/2” - 1’-0”
width x height x depth

Back panels
Two 40”x74-1/2”x4” fabricated aluminum pans, NIST 
Blue front, back, and all returns.

3-3/4” cap height anodized aluminum street names, 
building numerals and arrows mechanically fasten to 
one side of back panel.

Message panels
Two 35”x66”x2” fabricated anodized aluminum pans 
with building names etched and paint-infilled black.

Message panels mechanically fasten to back panel 
with 1” spacers.

Base
One 97”x10”x7” cast-in-place concrete base with 
1” concrete mowing strip extending 12” on all four 
sides.

Reveals
Two 38-1/2”x2”x4” fabricated aluminum reinforced 
pan, gray front, back, and all returns.
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Sign type 1.5 Directional, primary
Dimensions
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Sign type 1.5 Directional, primary
Dimensions, continued



Sign type 1.5 Directional, primary
Dimensions, continued
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Sign type 1.5 Directional, primary
Dimensions, continued

36
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Panels 
One- or two-sided, with one, 
two, three or four panels per 
post .   

Messages
Maximum three destinations 
per panel .          

Back panel: street names, 
arrows, building numerals .

Front panel: building names .

Typefaces
Street names and building 
numerals: DIN Black .  
Building names: DIN Medium .

Arrow
From provided art .

one direction two directions three directions four directions
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Sign type 1.6 Directional, secondary
Elevations



Signs are composed of one back panel and one or two   
message panels mechanically fastened to square 
metal post. 

Signs are installed at street intersections.

Scale
1/2” - 1’-0”
width x height x depth

Back panels
One 42”x29-1/2”x1/4” flat aluminum panel, NIST Blue 
front, back, and all returns.

One or two 3-1/2” cap white street name and arrow 
and 3” cap  building numerals etched and paint-
infilled white.

Message panels
One or two 32-1/2”x25”x1/4” flat anodized aluminum 
panels with 2-1/2” cap building names etched and 
paint-infilled black.

Message panels adhere flush to back panel.

Post
One 116”x4”x4” square metal post set into concrete 
footer, depth below grade to be determined.

Mechanism of attaching signs to post to be 
determined by fabricator.
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Sign type 1.6 Directional, secondary
Dimensions
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Sign type 1.6 Directional, secondary
Dimensions, continued



Sign type 1.7 Directional, pedestrian

40
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Pylons
Available in four configurations, 
1-panel to 4-panels . 
4-panel pylon has optional 
LED lighting between lid and 
top of pylon . Solar panels are 
mounted on top .

Messages
One or two destinations per 
panel .  
Distances expressed in metric 
units .

Typefaces
“Gate A”: DIN Bold, 
Messages: DIN Regular . 

Arrow, walking figure, 
diagrams
From provided art .

Gate
A

Gate
A

AA

Building 
101
1.61 km

Building 
101 

Buildings 
220-227

5'-0"

1 Panel 
Can be 2-sided

2 Panels 3 Panels 4 Panels
With LED lights 
between pylon and top
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Sign type 1.7 Directional, pedestrian
Elevations



Signs are composed of one, two, three, or four panels 
mounted to concrete base with a 1” reveal.

Signs are installed at path intersections. 

Scale
1/2” - 1’-0”
width x height x depth

Panels
16”x55”x 1/8” to 1/4” flat aluminum panels, NIST Blue 
front, back, and all returns.

One, two, three, or four panels formed together at 
right angles. 

Additional 14”x11”x 1/8” to 1/4” flat anodized aluminum 
panel with water jet cut walking icon may be fastened 
to blue panel with 1/8” spacers as required.

Messages
Messages are etched and paint-infilled white.

Base
One-panel signs has 16”x4”x4” precast concrete 
base. All other signs have 16”x4”x16” precast 
concrete base.

Reveal
14”x1” fabricated aluminum reinforced pan, gray 
front, back, and all returns.

Mowing strip
1”h mowing strip extends 6” beyond all four sides.
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Sign type 1.7 Directional, pedestrian
Dimensions, 2-panel configuration
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Sign type 1.7 Directional, pedestrian
Dimensions, 3-panel configuration



Four panel signs have the addition of LED lights 
in the reveal between the top and message panels 
below.

 
Scale
1/2” - 1’-0”
width x height x depth
44
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Sign type 1.7 Directional, pedestrian
Dimensions, 4-panel configuration



Panels 
One- or two-sided .   

Messages
Back panel: arrow, building 
numeral and name, optional 
parking icon .

Front panel: maximum three 
lines of destinations .  

Brief wording, as needed, 
in one or two weights of 
typefaces .        

Typefaces
Building numeral: DIN Black .  
Building name, destinations: 
DIN Medium .

Arrow, parking icon
From provided art .
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Sign type 1.8 Directional, parking lot 
Elevation



Signs are composed of one back panel and one or two   
message panels mechanically fastened to square 
metal post. 

Signs are installed at street intersections.

Scale
1/2” - 1’-0”
width x height x depth

Back panels
One 36”x22”x1/4” flat aluminum panel, NIST Blue 
front, back, and all returns.

One or two 3”h street name and arrow or 2-1/4”h 
building name etched and paint-infilled white.

Message panels
One or two 30”x18”x1/4” flat anodized aluminum 
panels with 2-1/4” cap building messages etched and 
paint-infilled black.

Message panels adhere flush to back panel.

Post
One 104”x4”x4” square metal post set into concrete 
footer, depth below grade to be determined.

Mechanism of attaching signs to post to be 
determined by fabricator.
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Sign type 1.8 Parking lot identification
Dimensions
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Sign type 1.8 Parking lot identification
Dimensions



Reserved parking
One 18”x24”x1/8” flat metal panel, 
NIST Blue front, back, and all 
returns. Message is 2-1/2” height capital letters,  
upper and lower case, cut white vinyl.

One 2”w x 2”d x 70“h  square metal post set 
into concrete footer. Sign panel mechan-
nically fastens to metal post. 

Director’s
Office

Reserved
parking

18"

24"

72"

1 1/2"
2 1/2"
3 1/2"

12"

2"

2"

Director’s
Office

Reserved
parking

Panels 
One-sided .   

Messages
As needed, brief .

Typefaces
DIN Bold and/or DIN Medium .

Scale
1/2” = 1’-0”
width x height x depth 
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Sign type 1.9 Identification, parking space or area
Elevation



Sign type 1.10 Building 
identification, free-standing
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230

Free-standing sign  
located near sidewalk, 
perpendicular to street . 

White vinyl numerals 
adhered to glass transom 
above entry doors . 

230
Fluid
Mechanics
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Sign type 1.10 Building identification, free-standing
Sign type 1.11 Building identification, vinyl numerals
Overview



Panels
Two-sided .  

Messages
3-digit building numeral; 
spelled out, full building name .

Typefaces
Building numerals: DIN Black .  
Building names: DIN Medium .
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Sign type 1.10 Building identification, free-standing
Elevations



Signs are composed of one back panel and two  
message panels mechanically fastened to a concrete 
base with a 1” reveal. 

Signs are installed perpendicular to street.

Scale
1/2” - 1’-0”
width x height x depth

Back panels
One 30”x61”x4” fabricated aluminum pan, NIST Blue 
front, back, and all returns.

Two 6”h x 1”d anodized aluminum building numeral 
adhered flush to two sides of back panel.

Building name panels
Two 30”x49-1/2”x1” flat anodized aluminum panels 
with 3-1/2” cap building names etched and paint-
infilled black.

Message panels mechanically fasten to back panel 
with 1” spacers.

Base
One 33”x6”x6” cast-in-place concrete base with 
1”h concrete mowing strip extending 12” all four 
sides.

Reveal
27”x1”x6” fabricated aluminum reinforced pan, gray 
front, back, and all returns.
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Sign type 1.10 Building identification, free-standing
Dimensions



Message
3-digit building numeral . 

Typeface
DIN Black .
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Sign type 1.11 Building identification, vinyl numerals
Elevations



203 225

Building numerals on glass
One set of white, cut vinyl numerals 
applied to second surface of glass transom.

Size of numerals is 60% of height of glass transom, 
centered left to right, top to bottom.

Building numerals on tall glass transom
When the glass transom above the entry doors is 
very high, building numeral to match the width of 
the glass part of door.
 

 

Signs are cut, white 3M vinyl.

Signs are installed on second surface of glass 
transom.

Scale
Not to scale 

x1

x3

x1

width = width

width = width
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Sign type 1.11 Building identification, vinyl numerals
Dimensions



Cut metal numerals
Individual, flat water-jet cut 
aluminum, colored to match 
building metal, per provided 
palette to match vocabulary of 
building materials . Pin-mount 
with adhesive to building at 
top .

Typeface
DIN Black .

Note
Not all buildings will receive 
cut numerals . 

Size, color, material, location 
and installation to be site 
specific based on building 
facade details but method of 
attachment must be readily 
reversible .

On historic brick-faced 
buildings, or any building 
where penetration of the 
exterior membrane is not 
desired, numerals may be 
affixed to facades using 3M 
VHB adhesive products, or by 
hanging the numerals from the 
top of the building .

Gaithersburg Campus Signage and Wayfinding  |  Design Standards and Guidelines

55

Sign type 1.12 Building identification, cut numerals
Elevations, large buildings



56
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Panels
One- or two-sided, as needed 
depending on locations at 
gates .  

Messages
Federal regulations for site, as 
needed .

Typefaces
DIN Black and DIN Medium .

Sign type 1.13 Gate regulatory signs
Elevations
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Sign type 1.13 Gate regulatory signs
Dimensions

Signs are composed of one fabricated pan 
mechanically fastened to a concrete base with a 
1” reveal. 

Signs are installed parallel to street.

Scale
1/2” - 1’-0”
width x height x depth

Pan
One 24”x48”x3” fabricated anodized aluminum pan.

Messages
24”x5”x3” top band is NIST Blue front, back, and 
all returns with 1-1/2” cap etched and paint-infilled 
message. 

Message on anodized lower portion is direct digital 
print in black and red.

Messages appear on one or two sides of sign.

Base
One 24”x5”x3” cast-in-place concrete base with 1”h 
concrete mowing strip extending 12” on all four sides.

Reveal
20”x1”x3” fabricated aluminum reinforced pan, gray 
front, back, and all returns.
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Sign type 1.13 Gate regulatory signs
Dimensions, continued
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Design standards 
for interior signs



Panels
One- or two-sided .

Messages
Destinations listed numerically 
with arrow first, building 
numeral second, building 
name third . 
Maximum three destinations 
per direction . 

Typefaces 
Building numerals: DIN Black .  
Building names: DIN Medium .

Arrows
From provided art .

IBC 1003.3.1 Headroom
Protruding objects are permitted to extend 
below the minimum ceiling height required 
by Section 1003 .2 where a minimum 
headroom of 80” is provided over any 
walking surface .

80"
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Sign type 2.1 Directional, overhead
Elevations



Signs are composed of one back panel and one or 
two directional panels mechanically fastened flush 
to ceiling. 

Bottom of sign to be not less that 80” AFF.

Scale
1/2” - 1’-0”
width x height x depth

Back panel
One 58”x14-1/2”x”x1/8” flat anodized aluminum 
panel, NIST Blue front, back, and all returns.

Directional panels
One or two 56-1/2”x12-1/2”x1/8” flat anodized 
aluminum panels with 2” cap building numerals and 
1-3/4” cap building names etched and paint-infilled 
black.

Message panels adhere flush to back panel.

Installation
Sign mounts flush to ceiling with bottom of sign not 
less than 80” AFF.
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Sign type 2.1 Directional, overhead
Dimensions



Messages
Destinations listed based on 
order of approach .  
Maximum five destinations per 
panel . 

Typefaces 
Building numerals: DIN Black .  
Building names: DIN Medium .

Arrows
From provided art .
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Sign type 2.2 Directional, wall-mounted
Elevation



Signs are composed of one back panel and one 
directional panel mechanically fastened flush to wall. 

Scale
1/2” - 1’-0”
width x height x depth

Back panel
One 18”x28”x1/8” flat aluminum panel, NIST Blue 
front, back, and all returns.

3” cap building numeral and floor designation are 
etched and paint-infilled white.

Directional panel
One 18”x24”x1/8” flat anodized aluminum panel with 
2” cap messages and 2-1/2” cap arrow etched and 
paint-infilled black.

Message panel adhere flush to back panel.

Installation
Sign mechanically mounts flush wall 6” minimum from 
door jamb.
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Sign type 2.2 Directional, wall-mounted
Elevation, Dimensions



Doors
Right-hand door: painted NIST 
Blue (front side, only) . 
Left-hand door: painted white 
(front side, only) . 

Messages
Building numerals at top, 
followed by floor designation, 
concourse designation, 
directions to other buildings, 
other messages .

Maximum three building 
destinations per door .

Floor graphic
Red circle with white arrow 
adhered to floor in front of 
right-hand door .

Typefaces
Building numerals (both sizes), 
“Pull”: DIN Black .  
Floor designation, other words: 
DIN Medium .

Arrows
From provided art .
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Sign type 2.4 Directional, concourse doors
Elevations



Signs are composed of a painted door and cut vinyl 
messages.

Scale
1/2” - 1’-0”
width x height x depth

Door
Paint right hand door NIST Blue, front side only.

Paint left hand door white, front side only.

Building numeral, floor level and arrow
5”h cut white vinyl building numeral, floor designation 
and arrow. 

Building numeral, floor designation and arrow adhere 
flush to door with VHB adhesive.

Destinations
2-1/2” cap cut white vinyl building numerals, “Pull” 
and additional information applied directly to painted 
blue door.
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Sign type 2.4 Directional, concourse doors
Dimensions



Wall
Corridor wall segments at 
corners of concourses: painted 
NIST Blue floor to ceiling .

Directional arrows: cut vinyl, 
white .

Panel
One flat, digitally printed vinyl 
panel, mounted flush to wall .

Messages
3-digit building numeral 
and floor designation letters, 
arrows .

Messages and U .S . Federal-
standard icons on metal panel .

Typefaces
Building numeral: DIN Black .  
Floor designation: DIN Medium . 
Other words: DIN Bold .

Arrows, icons
From provided art .
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Signs are composed of a painted wall, cut vinyl 
messages, and one white vinyl sheet with direct 
digital printed messages.

Scale
1/2” - 1’-0”
width x height x depth

Wall
Paint wall NIST Blue, floor to ceiling, 3’-0” from 
corner of wall to edge of blue.

9”x1/4” building numeral,  4-1/2”x1/8” floor 
designation and 3”x1/8” arrow cut vinyl, white, 
applied flush to wall with VHB adhesive.

Changeable message panel
28”x72” white vinyl sheet with black digitally printed 
messages applied directly to painted wall. Art for 
messages to be supplied.
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Sign type 2.5 Directional, corridor painted wall
Dimensions



68
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Panels
90º angled back panel: flat 
aluminum, NIST Blue .

Message panel: flat anodized 
aluminum . 

Layers separated by spacers .

Messages
Maximum three destinations  
per panel .  

Typefaces
Building numerals, both sizes:  
DIN Black .  
Floor designation, other words:  
DIN Medium .

Arrows
From provided art .

IBC 1003.3.3 
Horizontal 
projection 
Projection from 
the wall shall 
not exceed 4” .
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Sign type 2.6 Directional, concourse corner walls
Elevations
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Sign type 2.6 Directional, concourse corner walls
Positioning Guidelines



Signs are composed of two back panels and one 
directional panel mechanically fastened flush to wall.

The two blue back panels meet at a 90° right angle at 
the corner. 

Scale
1/2” - 1’-0”
width x height x depth

Back panel 1
One 12”x28”x”x1/8” flat aluminum panel, NIST Blue 
front, back, and all returns.

3” cap building numeral, 2-1/4” arrow, 2” cap floor 
designation and 1-3/4” cap additional information are 
etched and paint-infilled white.

Back panel 2
One 18”x28”x”x1/8” flat aluminum panel, NIST Blue 
front, back, and all returns.

3” cap building numeral and floor designation are 
etched and paint-infilled white.

Directional panel
One 18”x20”x1/8” flat anodized aluminum panel with 
2” cap messages and 2-1/2”h arrow etched and paint-
infilled black.

Message panel adheres flush to back panel.

Installation
Sign mechanically mounts flush wall.
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Sign type 2.6 Directional, concourse corner walls
Dimensions



Panels
One- or two-sided .

Typeface 
Messages: DIN Bold . 

Arrows
From provided art .

IBC 1003.3.1 Headroom
Protruding objects are permitted to extend 
below the minimum ceiling height required 
by Section 1003 .2 where a minimum 
headroom of 80” is provided over any 
walking surface .
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Sign type 2.7 Identification
Elevations



Signs are composed of one back panel and one or 
two directional panels mechanically fastened flush 
to ceiling. 

Bottom of sign to be not less that 80” AFF.

Scale
1/2” - 1’-0”
width x height x depth

Back panel
One 44”x12”x1/8” to 1/4” flat aluminum panel, NIST 
Blue front, back, and all returns.

4”h x 1/2”d cut white acrylic arrow adhered flush to 
back panel.

Directional panels
One or two 40”x9-1/2”x1/8” to 1/4” flat anodized 
aluminum panels with 3-1/2” cap message etched and 
paint-infilled black.

Message panels adhere flush to back panel.

Installation
Sign mounts flush to ceiling with bottom of sign not 
less than 80” AFF.
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Sign type 2.7 Identification
Dimensions





Debargha
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Occupants

ADIIS Associate Director of Innovation & Industry Services
ADLP Associate Director for Laboratory Programs
ADMR Associate Director for Management Resources
CNST Center for Nanoscale Science and Technology
CTL Communications Technology Laboratory
EL Engineering Laboratory
HMEP Hollings Manufacturing Extension Partnership
ITL Information Technology Laboratory
MML Material Measurement Laboratory
NCNR NIST Center for Neutron Research
DO Director’s Office
OFPM Office of Facilities and Property Management
OFRM Office of Financial Resource Management
OHRM Office of Human Resources Management
OISM Office of Information Systems Management
OSHE Office of Safety, Health and Environment
OSY Office of Security, Dept. of Commerce 
PML Physical Measurement Laboratory

Appendix A: Glossary of acronyms

Other

AASHTO American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials
ACHP Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
ACSL Advanced Chemical Sciences Laboratory
AML Advanced Measurement Laboratory
ATL Advanced Technology Laboratory
BRT  Bus Rapid Transit
CCF Central Computing Facility
CCT  Corridor Cities Transitway
CHP Combined Heat and Power
CMS Concrete Material Storage
DAS Distributed Access System
GPL General Purpose Laboratory
EO Executive Order
EPA Environmental Protection Agency
ESD Environmental Site Design
FCI Facility Condition Index
FML Fluid Mechanics Laboratory
HRSG Heat Recovery Steam Generator
IB Industrial Building
ISC Interagency Security Committee
LEED Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design
LOS Level of Service
MARC Maryland Area Regional Commuter Train Service
MDE Maryland Department of the Environment
MHT Maryland Historical Trust
MNCPPC Maryland National Capital Parks and Planning Commission
MWCOG Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments
NCPC National Capital Planning Commission 
NEPA National Environmental Policy Act
NPDES National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
NRHP National Register of Historic Places
OSM Office of Systems Management
OU Organizational Unit
PML Physical Measurement Laboratory
RPS  Radiation Physics Storage
SHPO State Historic Preservation Officer
SL Sound Laboratory
SPL Special Projects Laboratory
SWM Storm Water Management
SWPPP Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan
TAZ Traffic Analysis Zone
TDM Traffic Demand Management
UVIS Under-vehicle Inspection System
WSSC Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission
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BUILDINGS OTHER
Building 
number Building name Exception Full name Permitted shorter name
101 Administration Gate A
103 Visitor Center Gate A–Visitor Center
202 Engineering Mechanics  Gate B
203 Standard Reference Materials Gate C
205 National Fire Research Laboratory On directional signs: National Fire Research Lab, if need shorter Gate D
205E Emissions Control Electrical Gate E
205M Emissions Control Mechanical Gate F
206 Concrete Materials
207 Response Robotics Test Facility On directional signs: Response Robot Test Facility, if need shorter West Diamond Avenue W Diamond Ave
208 Net-Zero Energy Residential Test Facility On directional signs: Net-Zero House Muddy Branch Road Muddy Branch Rd
215 CNST NanoFab Quince Orchard Road Quince Orchard Rd
216 Advanced Measurement Laboratory East On directional signs: AML East
217 Advanced Measurement Laboratory West On directional signs: AML West Bureau Drive Bureau Dr
218 Advanced Measurement Laboratory Metrology East On directional signs: AML Metrology East Center Drive Center Dr
219 Advanced Measurement Laboratory Metrology West On directional signs: AML Metrology West East Drive East Dr
220 Metrology North Drive North Dr
221 Physics South Drive South Dr
222 Chemistry West Drive West Dr
223 Materials Research Drive Research Dr
224 Polymer  Service Drive Service Dr
225 Technology Sound Drive Sound Dr
226 Building Research Steam Drive Steam Dr
227 Advanced Chemical Sciences Laboratory
230 Fluid Mechanics
231 Industrial
233 Sound
235 NIST Center For Neutron Research On pedestrian signs: NCNR
236 Special Projects
237 Non-Magnetic  
238 Non-Magnetic  
245 Radiation Physics
301 Support Services
302 Central Utility Plant
303 Service  
304 Instrument Fabrication Shops    
305 Cooling Tower 
305V Switchgear
306 Electrical Sub-Station 
307 Materials Processing Storage
309 Grounds Maintenance 
310 Facilities Storage 
311 Grounds Storage   
312 Materials Processing
313 Site Effluent Neutralization Backflow
314 Backflow Preventer–East  
315 Backflow Preventer–North 
316 Electrical Service
317 Cooling Tower West
318 Emergency Services
319 Emergency Services Storage
320 Child Care Center 
321 NCNR Storage Facility
411 Temporary Office Facility On directional signs: Temp. Office Facility
414 Janitorial Storage
418 NCNR Storage 1 
420 OFPM Storage 
421 Radiation Physics Storage
422 Concrete Materials Storage
423 Indoor Air Quality Research House    On directional signs: IAQ Research House
425 NCNR Storage 2
426 NCNR Trailer 2    
427 NCNR Trailer 1    
428 Facilities

Appendix B: Naming schedule 
Approved building names for site directional signs (Sign types 1.5, 1.6) and  
exterior building identification signs (Sign type 1.10):  
words spelled out, no acronyms, no “building”

FUTURE BUILDINGS
Building 
number Building name
000* Research I
000* Research II
000* Research III
000* Research IV
000* Research V
000* Electrical Substation 2
000* Standard Reference Materials 2
000* AML Extension
000* Strong Floor Facility
000* Wind/Fire Facility
000* Commercial Vehicle Inspection
000* Shipping/Receiving
000* East Visitor Center
*Numerals to be determined. 

BUILDINGS OTHER
Building 
number Building name Exception Full name Permitted shorter name
101 Administration Gate A
103 Visitor Center Gate A–Visitor Center
202 Engineering Mechanics  Gate B
203 Standard Reference Materials Gate C
205 National Fire Research Laboratory On directional signs: National Fire Research Lab, if need shorter Gate D
205E Emissions Control Electrical Gate E
205M Emissions Control Mechanical Gate F
206 Concrete Materials
207 Response Robotics Test Facility On directional signs: Response Robot Test Facility, if need shorter West Diamond Avenue W Diamond Ave
208 Net-Zero Energy Residential Test Facility On directional signs: Net-Zero House Muddy Branch Road Muddy Branch Rd
215 CNST NanoFab Quince Orchard Road Quince Orchard Rd
216 Advanced Measurement Laboratory East On directional signs: AML East
217 Advanced Measurement Laboratory West On directional signs: AML West Bureau Drive Bureau Dr
218 Advanced Measurement Laboratory Metrology East On directional signs: AML Metrology East Center Drive Center Dr
219 Advanced Measurement Laboratory Metrology West On directional signs: AML Metrology West East Drive East Dr
220 Metrology North Drive North Dr
221 Physics South Drive South Dr
222 Chemistry West Drive West Dr
223 Materials Research Drive Research Dr
224 Polymer  Service Drive Service Dr
225 Technology Sound Drive Sound Dr
226 Building Research Steam Drive Steam Dr
227 Advanced Chemical Sciences Laboratory
230 Fluid Mechanics
231 Industrial
233 Sound
235 NIST Center For Neutron Research On pedestrian signs: NCNR
236 Special Projects
237 Non-Magnetic  
238 Non-Magnetic  
245 Radiation Physics
301 Support Services
302 Central Utility Plant
303 Service  
304 Instrument Fabrication Shops    
305 Cooling Tower 
305V Switchgear
306 Electrical Sub-Station 
307 Materials Processing Storage
309 Grounds Maintenance 
310 Facilities Storage 
311 Grounds Storage   
312 Materials Processing
313 Site Effluent Neutralization Backflow
314 Backflow Preventer–East  
315 Backflow Preventer–North 
316 Electrical Service
317 Cooling Tower West
318 Emergency Services
319 Emergency Services Storage
320 Child Care Center 
321 NCNR Storage Facility
411 Temporary Office Facility On directional signs: Temp. Office Facility
414 Janitorial Storage
418 NCNR Storage 1 
420 OFPM Storage 
421 Radiation Physics Storage
422 Concrete Materials Storage
423 Indoor Air Quality Research House    On directional signs: IAQ Research House
425 NCNR Storage 2
426 NCNR Trailer 2    
427 NCNR Trailer 1    
428 Facilities
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