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Updated “No Earlier Than Date” to Restart nisT

April 2022



Progress to Date NIST

Reactor Operations and Health Physics pf‘é@ﬁmaged fuel élement for
removal from reactor-vessel=AUgust 4, 2021
A "-'"ﬂ-q},. -

Instrumental area in confinement
building decontaminated (guide hall not
contaminated in February incident)

Contract awarded for cleaning primary
system

Root causes identified and corrective
actions being implemented

Request to restart reactor submitted to
NRC




What remains?

Implement corrective actions to prevent recurrence
 Some depend on funding availability

Document Control Desk
J.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001
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Subject: NBSR report on February 3, 2021 fuel failure event, root causes, corrective
actions, and restart readiness

Review by external consultants

Sirs/Madams:

On February 3. 2021. the NBSR experienced a fuel failure event. Details of this event

L] L]
. - n r re S S were outlined in letters to NRC on February 16 and March 4. 2021 (Event Report 55094)
Video surveillance and analysis led to a conclusion that the safity limit wac avesardad far o

¢ fuel element and this was outlined in a lett
tion into the root causes of the event was
procedures, procedural compliance, and n

L . L L L ra e
. n rrective actions
The NCNR has instituted two independent inves Enclosure 4 “Root Cause Response”

Technical Working Group (TWG), cha Enclosure 5 “Latch Improvement Safety Analysis”

contributing factors of the event. and 2 Enclosure 6 “Memorandum on Recovery ltems™

Subcommittee (ERCAS) of the reactor o Enclosure 7 Corrective Action Plan for items required prior to startup

Committee (SEC). charged with reviewing the eve Enclosure 8 Corrective Action Plan for items require post-startup

contributing factors, and proposed corrective actiol
As aresponse to these reports, we |

the inadequacies in management, tr

and contributing factors that led to the event. We | NBSR upon completion of the items identified as necessary to be completed prior to

L]
that we believe are necessary to have been complet startup in Enclosure 7.
including an analysis of improvements to element

fully latched.  We have also included a list of actiy

'NCNR management proposes that the completion of the corrective action items
ve prepared identified as necessary to be completed prior to restart are sufficient to ensure safe
ing, procedu operation of the NBSR. We therefore hereby request NRC concurrence to restart the

status. It should be noted that detailed video insper Respectfully,
damage to any reactor structure with the exception o
I t I e a n fu e I e I e m e nts CO nt ra Ct The enclosures to this letter collectively provide t
n S p e C C restart readiness as follows: ‘ Hober bimco
 End NCNR TWG report, “Root ¢ Direstor
Fuel Failure™
o Enclosu NCNR TWG report, “Adder 1 declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct,
2021 Fuel Failure™
o Enclosure 3 “SEC Subcommittce Report Fxecuted on October 1, 2021
Response and Technical Working Group Re
Action Plan” Enclosures as listed

NRC process to restart

* NRC reviews request to restart and supporting .
documentation

* Requests-for-additional-information, hearings




User Program

Reactor restart date uncertain.
We will restart the reactor when

* Reactor plant has been restored to operational readiness; and
* NRC has authorized restart.

Not all instruments may be operating upon restart

Previously approved experiments not run have highest priority

We will run as many approved experiments as possible prior to the
2023 D, cold source outage

We are on track to start the 2023 outage near the beginning of
CY2023
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Thank youl!
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