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Viscosities of Sucrose Solutions at Various
Temperatures: Tables of Recalculated Values®

J. F. Swindells, C. F. Snyder, R. C. Hardy, and P. E. Golden

The tables of viscosities of sucrose solutions appearing in NBS
Circular 440 were calculated, assuming the value of the viscosity of
water at 20° C to be 1.0050 centipoises. Subsequently, a redetermina-
tion of the absolute viscosity of water at 20° C established the value
1.0020 centipoises. In addition, more precise values have been ob-
tained for the calibration constants of the viscometers used in the
original measurements of sucrose solutions upon which the tables were
largely based. Incorporating these more precise values, the above
tables have been recalculated. :

At the Eleventh Session of the International Commission for Uni-
form Methods of Sugar Analysis at Paris, 1954, the report on Subject
19 presented by the %ieferce, A. Van Hook [1],? called attention to the
determination of the viscosity of water at 20° C at the National Bureau
of Standards [2]. This value 0.01002 poise has been adopted by the
National Bureau of Standards, the American Society for Testing Ma-
terials, the National Physical Laboratory in England, and the Physika-
lische-Technische Bundesanstalt in Germany. The Referee’s report
also pointed out the desirability of a standard set of viscosity values
of sucrose solutions.

A discussion of the subject of viscosity of sucrose solutions is given
in chapter XXI of reference [3]. In the chapter, reference is made to
the work of Bingham and Jackson [4] and to Landt’s comprehensive
review [5] of all data published up to 1936 and his comparison of this
with the experimental values on solutions containing 60 to 84 percent
of sucrose.

The lack of agreement disclosed by this review [5], together with
indirect evidence that some of the interpolated values given by
Bingham and Jackson [4] were in error by several percent, led to a
further investigation at NBS by JT F. Swindells, R. F. Jackson, and
C. S. Cragoe [3, E 357]. The values obtained in this study were
used as the major basis for the calculation of tables 130, 131, and 132,
pages 671 to 673 in Circular 440 [3]. Viscosity measurements were
made over the range 0° to 35° C on solutions containing 30, 40, 50,
60, 65, 70, and 75 percent of sucrose by weight in vacuum. These
solutions were initially prepared with a precision of better than 0.001
percent in the concentration, using sucrose of the highest purity.
Changes in the initial concentration during the filling of the viscom-

eters were minimized by special precautions described in chapter

XXT [3]. Three instruments similar to the one described by Bingham
and Jackson [4] were employed with capillaries of different diameters.
The instrument with the smallest capillary was calibrated with water
at 20° C, assuming the value 1.0050 centipoises. The calibrations of
the other instruments were carried out with several liquids of higher
viscosity in a step-by-step process: Drainage errors were eliminated
by always flowing the liquids into a dry bulb. A separate sample
was used for each viscosity determination. At least two measure-
ments, usually agreeing to 0.1 percent or better, were made at each

! Eupersedes tahles 130, 131, 132, and 133 of National B
e Tes 130, 131 4% 2 ureau of Standards Circular 440, Polarimetry, sac-

2 Figures in brackets indicate l:{;e literature references on page 3.
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temperature, which was adjusted to the desired integral temperature
(indicated by a platinum resistance thermometer) and usually main-
tained constant to less than 0.01° C. The very precise measurements
by Jones and Stauffer [9] of the viscosity of 20-percent-sucrose solu-
tions at 25° C were used as the primary basis for the fixation of the
viscosity values for 20-percent solutions. The values above 35° C
were based largely on the results of Bingham and Jackson [4], Landt
[5], and Bennett and Nees [6].

In all of the above data, the value of the viscosity of water at 20° C
(0.01005 poise) accepted at that time (1942) was used. The accept-
ance of this value was deemed feasible because at that time the vafjue
0.01005 was generally employed. However, during the period 1938
to 1941, an investigation of the viscosity of water at 20° C and other
temperatures was in progress at NBS by Coe and Godfrey, who re-
ported the tentative value 0.010020 poise at 20° C in a letter to the
editor of the Journal of Applied Physics [7]. It was recognized, how-
ever, that with the completion of so small a part of the contemplated
series of measurements of water, the statement of this tentative value
at that time was justified only by the necessity of indefinitely suspend-
ing the work. The work was resumed in 1947 by J. F. Swindells,
who completed the experimental program and reduced all the data.
The final result of the completed determination was found to be
0.010019 +0.000003 poise. The magnitude of the uncertainty in this
value is such that the simpler value of 0.010020 poise at 20° C has
been adopted. . .

During this latter period, 1947 to 1952, a critical study was in
progress, which was related to the precise measurement of viscosity

. and included a detailed investigation of the constants of the identical
imviscometers uséd in the work of Swindells, Jackson, and Cragoe,

&which was the major basis for tables 130, 131, 132 of NBS Cire. 440 [8].

The recalculation of tables 130, 131, and 132 has been made by

“Zusing the more precise values for viscometer constants and the new

value for the viscosity of water at 20° C (i. e., 0.010020 poise). Data

£ of other investigators, which were considered in arriving at the tabu-
= lated values in table 133, were adjusted to the new basis by applica-

tion of the factor, 0.997015, which represents the ratio of the new to
the old value for the viscosity of water at 20° C. L

It is recommended that the revised tables for the viscosities of
‘sucrose solutions at various temperatures, presented in this Supple-
ment, be substituted for the original tables in Circular 440.
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Viscosity of Sucrose Solutions at 20° C Relative lo
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The tabulated values are based on the results of Bingham and Jackson (4], Landt [5], and Bennett and
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These values are based on the same measurements employed in table 130. The values are extrapolated
below the temperature range of the measurements, Above 35° C the tabulated values are based largely

TaBLE 132 (revised 1957).% Viscosity, in Cenlipoises, of Sucrose Solutions From
on the results of Bingham and Jackson [4], Landt [5], and Bennett and Nees [6].
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It should

in CH0, p. 673, the tabulated value for 7565 at 0° C (3i,410) ‘was incorrect.

» Values extrapolated below the temperature range of the measurements

b In the original table

have been 30,420,



