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Discipline Description e

The Subcommittee on Medicolegal
Death Investigation will focus on
standards and guidelines related to
deaths reportable to coroners and
medical examiners including sudden,
unattended, unexpected, or
suspicious deaths and deaths due to
violence (accidents, suicides and
homicides). This subcommittee will
also focus on education, research,
certification, accreditation, systems
administration, and the value of
medicolegal death investigation to
public health.
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1. Communicating findings, including final cause and
manner of death and access to autopsy reports, to the next
of kin of decedents.

2. Documentation of Medicolegal Death Investigator
Findings

3. Jurisdictional determination by certified medicolegal
death investigators

4. Collection of blood or other appropriate samples for
potential genetic testing in sudden, unexplained deaths
that remain unexplained at the completion of the autopsy.

5. Determination of Cause of Death
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6. Evaluation of Circumstances Surrounding Death
7. Medical Examiner and Coroner Independence

8. Recognition of the NAME Forensic Autopsy Standards as
the National Practice Model

9. Forensic Pathology as the Practice of Medicine

10. Medicolegal Death Investigation offices shall
participate in local or state level child fatality review teams.
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OSAC Process

Planned Actions Stage (e.g., Assignee ConES::er:?):\egate
SDO 100) P
Submit and receive approval  SDO-100 Will be assigned TBA
from SAC once SAC approval
obtained
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Existing Documents for Registry Process ﬂsnc
Consideration to Standards/Guidelines ‘g
Prioritv Actions

Priority Working Title of Document

High 1. Principles for Communicating With Next of Kin
during Medicolegal Death Investigations- Submit
for Approval

i 2. Recommendations for Certification and

High

Training of Medicolegal Death Investigation
Personnel- Submit for Approval

High 3. SWGMDI’s Standards for Interactions
Between Medical Examiner/Coroner Offices and
Organ and Tissue Procurement Organizations and
Eye Banks- Submit for Approval O
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None
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Research Needs Identified 0SAC

* Assessing the utility of autopsy in contentious
medicolegal categories of death

 Pediatric Forensic Pathology to improve the
accuracy of cause and manner of death
certification

* Death Investigation, workload, mixed methods,
Investigations

* Geographic and Seasonal Variation in
Postmortem Changes
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Additional Items of Interest 0SAC

* Response by MDI Sub-committee regarding Cognitive
Bias Issues to be shared with Human Factors
Committee and other interested parties
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