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Today’s Resident Space Objects
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Space Policy Directive 3, June 2018
• Transfers responsibility from Department of Defense (DoD) to 

Department of Commerce (DOC) for commercial and international 
missions

• Recognized the pressing need for more accurate and timely space 
situational awareness (SSA) data:
oSupporting needs of commercial and international space operators
oEnhancing data sharing and transparency among space operators
oPromoting best practices and norms of behavior
oProviding space traffic coordination for current and future missions

• Enables the DoD to concentrate on space domain awareness
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Astronomy Support Concept

• Availability of highly accurate satellite and debris object ephemeris
• Enhanced additional observational data collected by SSA and 

astronomy sensors added as needed
oBrightness
oRadio frequency characteristics

• Facilitating partnerships with industry and academia to develop
useful operational tools

• Likely categorized as an “advanced service” as defined in SPD-3
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Conceptual Data Flow
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Thank you!

space.commerce@noaa.gov
mark.mulholland@noaa.gov

(571) 246-1467
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