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March 23, 2026 
 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 
 

From:  Joe Barger  
   NEPA Coordinator 
 

Subject:   Categorical Exclusion Addendum 
    
Project Title:  Math and Science Building  
 
Location:  Marion Military Institute 

1101 Washington Street 
Marion, Alabama 26756 

   
 
The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) is providing a congressionally 
directed funding grant for a new Math and Sciences Building at the Marion Military Institute.   In 
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), NIST conducted an 
environmental evaluation of this project and prepared a Categorical Exclusion Memorandum 
dated March 25, 2024 (Attachment A).  
    
NIST was subsequently notified by the Marion Military Institute (MMI) of changes in scope for 
this project. The following changes were reported: 
 

1. The square footage of the building was reduced from 60,000 square feet to 50,000 square 
feet. 

2. The initial project site increased from 37,500 square feet to 58,500 square feet.  
3. The existing 189,250 square foot Quad will be redesigned and existing utilities updated. 

 
Specific Considerations of this Action and any Extraordinary Circumstances 
 

- Stormwater 
The revised scope results in an area of disturbance of over four acres and a significant increase in 
the potential for impact to stormwater runoff from the project during construction and post 
construction. 
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MMI is committed to the following actions to mitigate stormwater impacts resulting from the 
project: 
  

- The increased area of disturbance will require new stormwater permitting by the Alabama 
Department of Environmental Management (ADEM).  Stormwater Management 
Practices specified in the approved ADEM permits will be implemented during 
construction and post construction. 

- MMI will design erosion control measures for implementation during earth moving 
activities and propose these measures to ADEM for approval.  The approved measures 
will be implemented. 

- MMI will design an underground stormwater detention system for post construction 
stormwater management and propose this system to ADEM for approval. The approved 
system will be implemented. 

- The current site includes approximately 3 acres of impervious surfaces (concrete 
hardstand, parking lots and sidewalks) and 1.5 acres of pervious surfaces (grass and 
trees).  MMI will attempt to maintain this ratio of impervious to pervious surfaces in the 
final project minimizing any increase in stormwater runoff volume. 

 
Historic/Cultural Significance 
The Alabama Historical Commission (AHC) has reviewed the change in scope for this project 
and concurred that this project is not expected to have any effect on historic or cultural resources 
(Attachment B).  AHC requested the following: 

“… should artifacts or archeological features be encountered during project activities, 
work shall cease and (AHC) shall be consulted immediately.  Artifacts are objects made 
used or modified by humans.  They include, but are not excluded to arrowheads, broken 
pieces of pottery or glass, stone implements, metal fasteners or tools, etc.  Archeological 
features are stains in the soil that indicate disturbance by human activity.  Some examples 
are post holes, building foundations, trash pits and even human burials.  This stipulation 
shall be placed on the construction plans to ensure contractors are aware of it.” 

MMI is committed to meeting this request. 
 

Categorical Exclusion  
 
With the proposed mitigation, NIST finds that the change in scope, discussed above, will have no 
impact on the categorical exclusion applied to this project. Department of Commerce Categorical 
Exclusion A-2 (attached) remains applicable to this project. 
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The proposed project: Math and Sciences Building at the Marion Military Institute remains 
categorically excluded from the need for further environmental review under NEPA.  Any 
changes to the above project may require additional NEPA review. 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________   ______________________ 
Joe Barger        Date 
NIST NEPA Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________   ______________________ 
Andrew Wright       Date 
NIST Chief Facilities Management Office

3/24/2026



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachment A, Categorical Exclusion Memorandum, March 25, 2024  
  















 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachment B, Alabama Historical Commission Letter 
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