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To: All GMIS contacts associated to open awards 
Subject: “July Newsletter - Important Update: Your DOC Award Will Use eRA Starting October 30, 2026!”

In case you missed the last newsletter, NIST serviced grant awards are transitioning to a federal shared service called eRA. The goal of this effort is to modernize grants systems and streamline grant processes across the Department of Commerce (DOC). You are receiving this newsletter because NIST has identified that you have an active NIST, NTIA, and/or Census award.
This month, we are pleased to share updates regarding our progress:

· Training has begun, please see the training webpage here and review the newsletter regarding upcoming training.
· The NIST eRA site is now available and has the latest updates for eRA!

Thank you for your cooperation as we work through this transition together.

Financial Assistance Agreements Management Office (FAAMO)
National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) 
Department of Commerce (DOC)
=====================================================================================================
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW!




NIST is excited to announce the official launch of eRA (Electronic Research Administration). Effective October 30, 2026, all recipients of awards, including grants, cooperative agreements, and other transactions, from the Department of Commerce Bureaus, will be required to use eRA to perform applicant and recipient activities within the electronic award administration process:
· National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST)
· National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA)
· U.S. Census Bureau
As we prepare for the upcoming transition to the eRA award system, your involvement is key to a smooth migration. Please review the updates below to stay informed and prepared regarding our progress.

END OF YEAR REMINDERS

To support DoC Fiscal Year 2026 year-end close activities and finalize the transition to the eRA award management system and BAS financial system, the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) will temporarily suspend access to all open ASAP accounts from 4:00 PM EDT September 18, 2026, through 10 am EDT October 1, 2026. This suspension will impact awards associated with the following Agency Location Codes (ALCs): 
· 13060001 01 - NIST, 
· 13060001 02 - NTIA, 
· 13060001 04 - MBDA, 
· 1306001 05 - ITA. 

The final day for recipients to submit advanced payment requests will be 4:00 PM EDT on September 18, 2026. Recipients whose awards are subject to reimbursement-only payments or in Agency Review should submit payment requests in accordance with the terms and conditions of their award, no later than 3:00 PM EDT on August 1, 2026, to allow sufficient time for review and processing by September 18,2026. 

All recipients must withdraw the necessary funding for this shutdown period before 4:00 PM EDT September 18,2026. Recipients should also ensure that NO warehouse payments are scheduled for disbursement between September 18, 2026, through September 30, 2026, as such payments will be rejected. 

For questions related to your awards please contact the Grants Management Specialist (GMS) responsible for administering the awards.

REMEMBER TO REGISTER WITH eRA 

All current recipients of NIST, NTIA, and Census awards are required to register with eRA. Failure to register may result in a pause in communication and could disrupt the transition of administering your award in eRA. Emails sent from the GEMS PMO will be sent to recipients who have not yet registered. 




eRA UPCOMING TRAINING

The external training sessions are designed specifically for applicants and recipients. The trainings are all live and will be recorded. Links to register will be provided prior to the scheduled dates. The trainings will be posted on the eRA Implementation External Page. 

	Date
	Topic & Agenda
	Registration

	09/10/2026
2:00 PM ET
	Internet Assisted Review (IAR)
Webinar Description: This webinar will offer detailed information on how to access meeting materials, review applications, and submit scores/critiques.
	TBD

	09/15/2026
2:00 PM ET
	Post-Award Activities
Webinar Description: This webinar will offer detailed information on how to manage post-award activities on an active award, including the submission of reports/documents and prior approval requests.  
	TBD

	09/22/2026
2:00 PM ET
	Closeout
Webinar Description: This webinar will offer detailed information on how to successfully submit closeout documents.
	TBD



· All recipients who have an active and pending closeout award in GMIS have been contacted via email. We encourage you to provide eRA information to your recipients whenever you communicate with them. We have plenty of resources available on the eRA External Page.
· Recipients are encouraged to register for these training sessions to learn about their processes in the new system.
· Trainings are recorded for recipients who missed a session or need to revisit the information.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Please see below for helpful links regarding eRA:

· DOC Resource - For the latest eRA information and additional resources, please visit the GEMS External Resource Pages .
· eRA Resource- For more information about the eRA Commons, please visit the eRA Commons Page

We look forward to working with you as we move forward with this implementation.  Please contact your Grant Specialist should you have any additional questions.
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