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NSF Welcomes Applications  
for Competitive Peer Review in All Areas 

 
 

(There will be no “set aside” funds for Big G) 
 

You may suggest reviewers (and reviewers to avoid) in the application  
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Where To Apply? 
NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION

DIRECTORATE  FOR  

BIOLOGICAL  

SCIENCES 

(BIO)

John C. Wingfiel d,  

Assistant Director 

Jane Silverthorne,  

Deputy AD

 

703.292.8400  

DIRECTORATE  FOR  

EDUCATION & HUMAN  

RESOURCES 

(EHR)

Joan Ferrini-Mundy,  

Assistant Director

Jermelina L. Tupas, 

Acting Deputy AD

703.292.8600 
 

DIVISION OF BIOLOGICAL  

INFRASTRUCTURE (DBI) 

Scott Edwards,  

Division Director 

703.292.8470  

DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL  

BIOLOGY (DEB)

Penelope Firth, 

Division Director 

703.292.8480   

DIVISION OF INTEGRATIVE  

ORGANISMAL SYSTEMS (IOS) 

Michelle Elekonich,  

Acting Division Director 

703.292.8420  

DIVISION OF MOLECULAR &  

CELLULAR BIOSCIENCES (MCB)   

Gregory Warr,  

Acting Division Director 

703.292.8440  

OFFICE OF EMERGING  

FRONTIERS (EF)  

Charles Liarakos, 

Acting Division Director 

703.292.8508  

DIRECTORATE  FOR 

COMPUTER &  

INFORMATION SCIENCE & 

ENGINEERING (CISE) 

Suzane Iacono, 

Acting Assistant Director 

Vacant,

Deputy AD

 

703.292.8900 

DIVISION OF CHEMICAL, 

BIOENGINEERING, ENVIRONMENTAL & 

TRANSPORT SYSTEMS (CBET)   

JoAnn Lighty, 

Division Director 

703.292.8320  

DIVISION OF CIVIL,  

MECHANICAL & MANUFACTURING 

INNOVATION (CMMI) 

George Hazelrigg, 

Acting Division Director  

703.292.8360  

DIVISION OF ELECTRICAL,  

COMMUNICATIONS & CYBER 

SYSTEMS (ECCS)                

Samir El-Ghazaly,  

Division Director 

703.292.8339

DIVISION OF ENGINEERING  

EDUCATION & CENTERS (EEC) 

Theresa Maldonado, 

Division Director 

703.292.8380   

DIVISION OF INDUSTRIAL  

INNOVATION & PARTNERSHIPS (IIP) 

Vacant,

Division Director 

703.292.8050 

OFFICE OF EMERGING  

FRONTIERS IN RESEARCH &  

INNOVATION (EFRI) 

Sohi Rastegar, 

Senior Advisor

703.292.8301

DIRECTORATE FOR  

GEOSCIENCES

(GEO)

Roger Wakimoto, 

Assistant Director

Margaret Cavanaugh, 

Deputy AD

703.292.8500 

DIRECTORATE  FOR  

MATHEMATICAL &

PHYSICAL SCIENCES 

(MPS)
 

Fleming Crim,

Assistant Director 

Celeste M. Rohlfin

g

,

Deputy AD

 

703.292.8800 

 

DIVISION OF ASTRONOMICAL  

SCIENCES (AST) 

James Ulvestad, 

Division Director 

703.292.8820

DIVISION OF CHEMISTRY (CHE)                           

Jacquelyn Gervay-Hague,  

Division Director 

703.292.8840

 

DIVISION OF MATERIALS  

RESEARCH (DMR) 

Mary Galvin-Donoghue,

Division Director 

703.292.8810

DIVISION OF MATHEMATICAL  

SCIENCES (DMS)

Michael Vogelius,

Division Director

703.292.8870

DIVISION OF PHYSICS (PHY)

Denise Caldwell,

Division Director

703.292.8890

OFFICE OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY 

ACTIVITIES (OMA)

Clark Cooper,

Offic

e

 He ad

703.292.8800

DIRECTORATE FOR 

SOCIAL, BEHAVIORAL, & 

ECONOMIC SCIENCES 

(SBE)

Fay Cook, 

Assistant Director

Deborah Olster, 

Acting Deputy AD 

703.292.8700

DIVISION OF BEHAVIORAL &  

COGNITIVE SCIENCES (BCS) 

Mark Weiss,  

Division Director 

703.292.8740  

DIVISION OF SOCIAL  &  

ECONOMIC SCIENCES (SES)  

Jeryl Mumpower,

Division Director 

703.292.8760

NATIONAL CENTER FOR   

SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING  

STATISTICS (NCSES) 

John Gawalt,  

Division Director 

703.292.8780

National Science Foundation

4201 Wilson Boulevard

Arlington, Virginia  22230

TEL: 703.292.5111 | FIRS: 800.877.8339 | TDD: 800.281.8749 September 2014

DIRECTORATE FOR  

ENGINEERING 

(ENG)

Pramod P. 

Khargonekar, 

Assistant Director 

Grace Wang,

Deputy AD

703.292.8300

DIVISION OF GRADUATE 

EDUCATION (DGE)

Valerie Wilson,

Acting Division Director

703.292.8630

DIVISION OF HUMAN RESOURCE 

DEVELOPMENT (HRD)

Sylvia James,

Division Director

703.292.8640

DIVISION OF RESEARCH ON 

LEARNING IN FORMAL &  

INFORMAL SETTINGS (DRL)

Sarah McDonald,

 Acting Division Director

703.292.8620

DIVISION OF UNDERGRADUATE 

EDUCATION (DUE)

Susan Singer,

Division Director

703.292.8670

DIVISION OF ATMOSPHERIC & 

GEOSPACE SCIENCES (AGS)     

Scott Borg, 

Division Director 

703.292.8520

DIVISION OF EARTH  

SCIENCES (EAR) 

Sonia Esperança  

Acting Division Director 

703.292.8550  

DIVISION OF OCEAN  

SCIENCES (OCE) 

Deborah Bronk,

Acting Division Director 

703.292.8580  

DIVISION OF

POLAR PROGRAMS (PLR) 

Kelly Falkner, 

Division Director

703.292.8030

DIVISION OF COMPUTER &  

NETWORK SYSTEMS (CNS)

Keith Marzullo,

Division Director

703.292.8950

OFFICE OF INFORMATION 

& RESOURCE 

MANAGEMENT

(OIRM) 

Clifford Gabriel,

Acting Head

Amy Northcutt, 

Chief Information Offic

e

r

 

703.292.8100

OFFICE OF BUDGET, 

FINANCE, & AWARD 

MANAGEMENT 

(BFA)

Martha A. Rubenstein, 

Head / Chief Financial 

Offic

e

r

Joanna E. Rom, 

Deputy Head 

703.292.8200

BUDGET DIVISION (BUD)

Michael Sieverts,

Division Director

703.292.8260

DIVISION OF ACQUISITION AND 

COOPERATIVE SUPPORT (DACS)

Jeffery Lupis,

Division Director

703.292.8240

DIVISION OF FINANCIAL  

MANAGEMENT (DFM)

Shirl Ruffin

,

Division Director / Deputy CFO

703.292.8280

DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE 

SERVICES (DAS)

Mercedes Eugenia, 

Division Director

703.292.8190

DIVISION OF INFORMATION 

SYSTEMS (DIS)

Dorothy Aronson,

Division Director

703.292.8150

DIVISION OF HUMAN RESOURCE 

MANAGEMENT (HRM)

Judy Sunley,

Division Director /  

Acting Chief Human Capital Offic

e

r

703.292.8180

DIVISION OF GRANTS & 

AGREEMENTS (DGA)

Karen Tiplady,

Division Director

703.292.8210

DIVISION OF INSTITUTION & 

AWARD SUPPORT (DIAS)

Mary Santonastasso,

Division Director

703.292.8230

LARGE FACILITIES OFFICE

Matthew Hawkins,

Acting Deputy Director

703.292.4416

DIVISION OF COMPUTING &  

COMMUNICATION  

FOUNDATIONS (CCF) 

Rao Kosaraju, 

Division Director

703.292.8910

DIVISION OF ADVANCED

CYBERINFRASTRUCTURE (ACI)

Irene Qualters,

Division Director 

703.292.8970

DIVISION OF INFORMATION &  

INTELLIGENT SYSTEMS (IIS)

Deborah Lockhart, 

Acting Division Director 

703.292.8930    

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL  
COUNSEL (OGC)

Lawrence Rudolph, 
General Counsel  

Peggy Hoyle, Deputy GC
703.292.8060

OFFICE OF DIVERSITY &

INCLUSION (ODI)

Claudia J. Postell, Head   

703.292.8020

OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE & PUBLIC 

AFFAIRS (OLPA)

Judy Gan, Head 

703.292.8070

OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL & 

INTEGRATIVE ACTIVITIES (OIIA)

Wanda Ward, Head

703.292.8040

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR  
GENERAL (OIG)

Allison C. Lerner, Inspector General 

703.292.7100

NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD
OFFICE

Michael Van Woert
Executive Offic

e

r

703.292.7000

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR
703.292.8000

NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD (NSB)

Dan E. Arvizu
Chair

Kelvin K. Droegemeier
Vice Chair 

703.292.7000

Vacant
Deputy Director 

France A. Córdova
Director 



NSF Physics Division 

• Denise Caldwell, Director 
• Brad Keister, Deputy Director 
• 16 Program Directors (10/3/14 revision): 

 

1. BLAGOEV, KRASTAN  Physics of Living Systems 
2. COLES, MARK   LIGO (gravitational wave observatory) 
3. COTTAM- ALLEN, JEAN  Physics Frontier Centers; Particle Astrophysics 
4. GILLASPY, JOHN   Atomic, Molecular, and Optical Experiment 
5. GITOMER, STEVEN   Plasma 
6. GONZALEZ, SAUL   Particle Physics; Accelerator Science (on Detail to OSTP) 
7. HICKS, KENNETH   Nuclear 
8. MARRONETTI, PEDRO  Gravitational 
9. MCCLOUD, KATHLEEN  Education and Interdisciplinary Research (CAREER, etc.) 
10. MIHAILA, BOGDAN   Theoretical Nuclear Physics; Computational Physics 
11. OPPER, ALLENA   Nuclear 
12. Ann Orel    Atomic, Molecular, and Optical Theory; Quantum Information 
13. RUCHTI, RANDY   Particle Physics   
14. SHANK,  JAMES   Particle Physics; Accelerator Science (for Saul) 
15. SHER, MARC    Theoretical Particle Physics 
16. WHITMORE, JAMES  Particle Astrophysics 

 
• 8 Admin/IT Support 
• 1 AAAS Fellow 
 



$17M  
FY14 AMO Experiment Allocation (0.25% of NSF) 

In addition, supplemental sources of funding are available to all disciplines of physics: 
• Midscale Instrumentation:  $2.7M  
• Co-fund with Nuclear, Gravity, Particle, etc. 
• EPSCoR 
• Major Research Instrumentation:  $3.0M          
• Broadening Participation, CAREER, AGEP, Etc. 
• Physics Frontier Centers: $21M  

Add to AMO >$3 M 

Add to AMO >$7M 



In addition, supplemental sources of funding are available to all disciplines of physics: 
• Midscale Instrumentation:  $2.7M  
• Co-fund with Nuclear, Gravity, Particle, etc. 
• EPSCoR 
• Major Research Instrumentation:  $3.0M          
• Broadening Participation, CAREER, AGEP, Etc. 
• Physics Frontier Centers: $21M  

The bad news: most of the money is “already taken” (as it is every year for 3 year grants) 

  AMO Subdisciplines (no longer separated): 

Cold Atoms and Molecules 
Precision Measurements: (25% of FY13$)—$1.7M (10% of alloc)?  
Optical Physics 
Collisions and Atomic Structure 
(Etc.) 

$6.8M (40%) of allocation available  
to support first year of proposals submitted in FY14 

Approximately 50 new awards (5k-600k/year) 
Ave:  $140k/yr, of 24 major awards from core alone to PhD-granting institutions 

Add to AMO >$3 M 

$17M  
FY14 AMO Experiment Allocation (0.25% of NSF) 

Add to AMO >$7M 



How to Apply for an NSF Physics Grant: 
What is different this year? 

• On Fastlane,  

choose solicitation                          

   NSF 14-576 

 

Do NOT choose anything 

else or proposal will be  

returned w/o review! 

 

 

• The solicitation has Deadlines instead of Target Dates 
– Experimental AMO Physics: Last Wednesday in October (Oct. 29, 2014, e.g.) 

 

• CAREER, MRI, PFC are unaffected. 

 

 



New Language about multiple grants  
(addressing the two issues highlighted in red below) 

• "For PIs who anticipate having other concurrent sources of support 
(including but not limited to grants from other agencies or private 
foundations, and laboratory appointments), proposals should 
clearly explain how the proposed work is distinct from other funded 
activities. The proposal should also articulate the nature of 
commitments (such as deliverables, specific projects) associated 
with other sources of support. These commitments may be 
presented in the Project Description or in the Current/Pending 
Support section. [Note that the FastLane web interface for 
Current/Pending Support is not adequate for providing this 
information, and a separate file upload will be needed.] The 
proposal review process will include an assessment of the 
proposers’ ability to carry out the proposed research in light of 
these commitments. PIs who have applied to more than one agency 
with very similar proposals will be expected to withdraw all other 
applications should one of these proposals be funded.”   --
(from solicitation 14-576). 



Postdoc (and Student) Mentoring 



Large Instrumentation 

• For proposals involving development or construction of complex 
instrumentation (typically above $1M), the following aspects will be 
assessed during the review: 

 

– Ability of the proposers to deliver within the 
proposed budget 

 

– Cost, schedule and risk mitigation management 
(project management documentation should be 
uploaded as a Supplementary Document) 

 
 



Additional Criteria 

• List of collaborators that do not fit in the Bio sketches (such as those of 
large collaborations) should be included as Supplementary Document 

 

– Identify those members with whom the PIs work 
closely  

 

 



End 



New Criteria This Year 

• PIs who have or anticipate additional concurrent sources of support should 
clearly explain the differences between this proposal and the other awards 
(including ALL grants regardless of the agency of origin) 
 

– Where? Project Description or Current & Pending (you 
may need to upload a separate file in this case) 

 

– “The proposal review process will include an 
assessment of the proposers’ ability to carry out the 
proposed research in light of these commitments” 

 

– PIs with similar proposals for different agencies will be 
expected to withdraw all other applications should 
one of them be funded 



Success Rate 

• Approximately 100 proposals. 

 

• 87 in FY18 AMO Panel (74 from PhD granting institutions). 

 

• 24/74 (32%) core-funded (relatively good). 

 

• 37/87 (43%) received some degree of funding. 


