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Host

National Association of Counties (NACo)

Purpose of INEAP

Monthly forum where business and technical-assistance program-partnership catalysts meet in support of small businesses to initiate relationships and exchange information across organizational boundaries for the purposes of leveraging public-private resources and promoting innovative activities that accelerate domestic economic development.

Welcome and Opening Remarks

Attendees were welcomed to the February 2011 INEAP meeting convened at NACo headquarters in Washington, D.C.  The meeting featured four presentations:

· Introduction to GovLoop,

· Introduction to NACo,

· Recap of Workforce Development Institute Annual Conference, and

· Introduction to VOICe.

The meeting concluded with round-robin discussions/collaboration opportunities and announcements.

Presentations

Introduction to GovLoop

Speaker:
Andrew Krzmarzick, Community Manager, GovLoop

How can government employees better communicate with one another between meetings?  One answer is GovLoop, a web-based tool that can foster information sharing between government employees.

GovLoop is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization that sponsors a web-based, social-networking tool designed specifically for government employees.  Membership in GovLoop is free.  GovLoop is designed to reduce the time that it takes to get answers to government-related questions.

GovLoop offers many tools to the government community.  These tools include:

· Blogs

· Forums,

· Scores of data sets,

· Video and photo sharing,

· Group discussions,

· Articles,

· Live chats, and

· Other tools, such as per diem calculators, that are beneficial to government employees.

There are currently 40,000 GovLoop members.  Members are typically government employees, much like the members of INEAP.  Members are screened to reduce the potential of spam.  Joining GovLoop is required to participate in GovLoop.

GovLoop can be found at http://www.GovLoop.com/.

Questions and Answers

Q:
Many valuable tools, such as Facebook, are blocked by Federal, State, and local agencies.  Will GovLoop be blocked?

A:
GovLoop needs to work with each agency to demonstrate that it is a beneficial tool to its employees.  Agencies need to filter good web sites from bad web sites.

Q:
Can anyone be a member?  Is GovLoop exclusive to government employees?

A:
Anyone can join, including Federal, State, and local government employees; academics; contractors; and reporters.

Q:
Can a user create private groups on GovLoop?

A:
Yes.  GovLoop has options for public and private groups.  For example, INEAP could have a private INEAP group.  In this case, only INEAP members could participate.

Q:
Can INEAP link GovLoop to the INEAP web site?

A:
Yes, which can be accomplished very easily.

Q:
How is GovLoop financed?

A:
GovLoop has sponsors, such as Adobe, Aetna Insurance, Deloitte, Microsoft, Google, Hewlett-Packard, Qwest, and the Federal Consulting Group.

Introduction to the National Association of Counties

Speakers:
Erik Johnston, Associate Legislative Director, NACo

Trudy Rice, Ralph L. Tabor Extension Fellow, NACo

Daria Daniel, Community and Economic Development/Associate Legislative Director, NACo

NACo welcomes the opportunity to collaborate with INEAP-member agencies.  There are 3,068 urban and rural counties within the United States; these counties are all members of NACo.  Counties interact with Federal agencies (i.e., Department of Agriculture (USDA), Department of Defense (DOD), Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Department of Transportation (DOT), Department of Labor (DOL), Housing and Urban Development (HUD), Bureau of Land Management, and Department of Commerce’s (DOC’s) Economic Development Administration) on a wide variety of issues and opportunities.  NACo, the "Voice of America's Counties," promotes the interests of county government at the Federal-government level.  NACo has established models for collaboration, which can include sharing of staff.  

As an association, NACo can help counties with the following activities:

· Research,

· Public affairs,

· Enterprise services,

· Legislative affairs,

· Best-management practices,

· Cooperative agreements,

· Memorandum of Understanding,

· Group-discount purchasing services, and

· Federal-grant assistance.

NACo examines the needs of U.S. counties and tries to help those counties meet their emerging needs.  Kansas PRIDE, a community capacity-building program, is a good example of the partnership between the Federal government and counties.  Kansas PRIDE is a volunteer, grassroots effort to improve the quality of life in local communities.  Kansas PRIDE has assisted and encouraged communities to prepare for the future by building on their past and forming a vision of their future.  NACo can assist with green-government and healthy-counties initiatives.

NACo is also focused on acquiring block grants (i.e., sustainable communities and community development) from the Federal government to the counties.  This is especially important as the Federal budget is being reduced.  NACo is trying to engage its members on this issue.  

NACo looks forward to collaborating with INEAP-member agencies and welcomes participation in NACo's upcoming legislative conference, March 5-9, 2011, in Washington, D.C.   

For more information, go to www.naco.org/Pages/default.aspx.

Answers and Questions

Q:
How does NACo define "rural"?

A:
The user defines "rural" from their point of view.  The definition of "rural" varies, depending on the State.

Q:
How does NACo reach out to counties?  Can NACO help INEAP-member agencies reach out to counties?

A:
NACo has multiple outreach activities, such as newsletters and workshops.  NACo also offers legislative affairs, best-management practices, cooperative agreements, and Memorandum of Understandings.

Q:
Can NACo help Federal agencies develop rural clusters of counties?

A: Yes.  NACo can help with visibility.  Every county is a member of NACo.
Recap of Workforce Development Institute Annual Conference

Speaker:
Carolyn Teich, American Association of Community Colleges

The January 2011 Workforce Development Institute (WDI) Annual Conference (www.aacc.nche.edu/newsevents/Events/wdi/Pages/default.aspx), sponsored by the 

American Association of Community Colleges (AACC), was a success.  This year, over 469 people attended WDI.

WDI’s Annual Conference is AACC's premier event for workforce-development professionals.  WDI attracts workforce-development leaders, community-college presidents and chief executive officers, college administrators, deans, business leaders, and representatives from government agencies.  This year, Jane Oates, Assistant Secretary Labor, Employment and Training Administration, was the keynote speaker.  Conference collaboration included DOL, EPA, DOT, Small Business Administration (SBA), Department of Education, and Department of Energy (DOE) participation.  The 2012 (January 25-28, 2012) WDI conference will be in Miami, FL.

Introduction to VOICe

Speaker:
John Wilczynski, National Center for Defense Manufacturing and Machining

The National Center for Defense Manufacturing and Machining (NCDMM) was established to address and support the broad manufacturing and machining needs of DOD and its suppliers.  The Virtual Opportunity Interchange Center (VOICe) is a web-based, supply-chain-management tool developed by NCDMM.  VOICe facilitates the communications between manufacturing organizations, parts outsourcers, vendors, and DOD.  NCDMM is currently working with the National Institute of Standards and Technology, Manufacturing Extension Partnership, to identify and create a scorecard on U.S. parts manufacturers.   

VOICe has three core initiatives:

· Engineering solutions,

· Training, and

· Manufacturing consortium/Supply-chain development.

NCDMM's partners include:

· Universities,

· Tooling manufacturers,

· Parts manufacturers,

· Outsourcers, and

· Technology providers.

For more information, go to http://voice.ncdmm.org/.

Questions and Answers

Q:
Does NCDMM work with Procurement Technical Assistance Centers (PTACs)?

A:
Yes.  PTACs are perfect examples of regional efforts; each PTAC has a stand-alone database.  VOICe represents a national effort.

Q:  How does VOICe compare with www.mfg.com?

A:  The goal of VOICe is to develop strict criteria that will allow for better matching capabilities.

Q:
VOICe sounds like Defense Logistics Agency.  Can foreign firms participate?

A:
Firms must be U.S. manufacturing firms.  VOICe is a private system.  It is on a private server.

Round-Robin Discussions/Collaboration Opportunities

Stronger Economies Together

USDA Rural Development’s (RD’s) Stronger Economies Together (SET) partners with Regional Rural Development Centers (RRDCs) to provide rural communities with training and skills to invigorate their local economies.  Training through RRDCs, which includes e-Commerce skills, guides each region to assess needs, assets, and opportunities and to develop a practical regional economic-development strategy.  Following the training, technical assistance is provided to each region.  In each State, a State Partner Team brings together resources of key State and Federal agencies (i.e., SBA’s Small Business Development Centers), land-grant university Extension programs, and other organizations specific to each State to provide the training and technical assistance.   RRDCs are currently delivering regional economic-development training in 23 regions throughout the nation and have received additional funding to expand to 42 regions, including Colorado, Washington, and Utah, in the next 2 years.  USDA RD welcomes INEAP-member agencies to collaborate with State Partner Teams.   

Go to www.rurdev.usda.gov/Home.html for more information on SET.  USDA RD looks forward to hosting INEAP’s May 25, 2011, meeting.
Green Jobs Innovation Fund

DOL announced on February 23, 2011, the Green Jobs Innovation Fund grant competition to support opportunities for workers to receive job training in green industry sectors and occupations.  Through this competition, DOL will award approximately $40 million to support five to eight grantees with awards ranging form $5 million to $8 million each.  Eligible applicants include national and Statewide organizations with local affiliates that have existing career-training programs.  Go to www.dol.gov/opa/media/press/eta/ETA20110212.htm for more information.

President’s Council on Jobs and Competitiveness

The initial meeting of the President's Council on Jobs and Competitiveness will be on web cast February 24.  The purpose of this web cast is to find new ways to promote growth, to encourage hiring, to educate and train American workers, and to attract the best jobs and businesses to the United States.  Go to www.whitehouse.gov/administration/advisory-boards/jobs-council for more information.

State Trade and Export Promotion Grants

SBA announced grant opportunities ($90 million over 3 years) under the State Trade and Export Promotion (STEP) grant.  The goals of STEP are to increase the number of small businesses that want to export and to increase the value of exports for those small businesses that currently export.  The program announcement can be found at www.grants.gov/ on March 1.

CommerceConnect

DOC’s CommerceConnect opened new offices in Los Angeles and San Francisco, CA, on February 18, 2011.  CommerceConnect (www.commerceconnect.gov) is a one-stop-shop to help U.S. businesses around the country transform themselves into globally competitive enterprises by connecting businesses with government information, counseling, and services.   CommerceConnect is currently developing a program-content knowledge base, which will be the foundation to cross train DOC Bureau field-office staff on the full suite of Commerce programs. 
Startup America

Startup America (www.startupamericapartnership.org/) is a White House initiative to inspire and accelerate high-growth entrepreneurship throughout the nation.  This coordinated public/private effort brings together an alliance of the nation’s most innovative entrepreneurs, corporations, universities, foundations, and other leaders, working in concert with a wide range of Federal agencies (i.e., SBA, DOC, and DOE) to increase the prevalence and success of America’s entrepreneurs.  The mission is to promote entrepreneurship and is a core component of President Obama’s national innovation strategy for achieving sustainable growth and quality jobs.   A series of local market visits will take place (the first being on March 3 in Raleigh-Durham, NC) to allow partners to meet and discuss the program.  

There are many linkages between agencies in Startup America, such as DOC’s i6 Green initiative.  The i6 Green initiative, which, building on the existing collaboration between Federal agencies (including EPA, DOC, DOE, and USDA) will make $12 million in funding available to help catalyze bottom-up, regional clean-energy-innovation cluster formation and to encourage innovative, ground-breaking ideas that accelerate technology commercialization, new venture formation, and job creation across the United States. 
Appalachian Regional Commission

The Appalachian Regional Commission, a regional economic-development agency that represents a partnership of Federal, State, and local government (www.arc.gov/), conducted a kickoff meeting last week to discuss how the Federal government (i.e., USDA, HUD, DOC, SBA, EPA, DOT, and Departments of Health and Human Services, Education, and Treasury) can help the region.  INEAP-member Tom Murray (EPA) provided a presentation on Economy, Energy, and Environment (E3) assessments at the meeting.  E3 (www.e3.gov) is a coordinated Federal and local initiative providing small and medium-sized manufacturers with lean, clean, energy, and greenhouse-gas assessments.  E3 assessments are helping the industrial sector to adapt and thrive in a business era focused on sustainability.  Future meetings will be held in April at the University of Mississippi and in May in Pikeville, KY. 

SBA noted that the Appalachian region was not represented in recent SBA regional cluster initiative awards (Energy Regional Investment and Advanced Defense Technology).  SBA hopes to better share/outreach information to potential applicants.
Sustainability Education and Economic Development Center

Sustainability Education and Economic Development (SEED) Center’s web site, www.theseedcenter.org, is being developed by AACC to be a resource for community colleges to ramp up their programs to educate America’s 21st century workforce in the areas of renewable energy, energy efficiency, green building, and sustainability.  SEED seeks INEAP-member input to help SEED be as current as possible. 

Export-Import Bank Annual Conference

The Export-Import Bank of the United States (EX-IM), which helps to create and maintain U.S. jobs by financing the sales of U.S. exports primarily to emerging markets throughout the world, will conduct its annual conference (www.exim.gov/news/annualconf/2011/ann_conf_2011.cfm) on March 31 – April 1 in Washington, D.C.  Government at the Speed of Business will feature sessions on global access for small business, export opportunities, and renewable energy.  EX-IM continues to sponsor Global Access events across the country (March 14, Denver, CO, and March 22, Cleveland, OH) to help link small businesses with export opportunities.  

National Contracting Summit

The National Small Business Federal Contracting Week (March 29-31, 2011) (www.nsbfcw.com/) features the Small Business Summit (March 29-30) and the Women’s Business Summit (March 29), which will be held in Washington, D.C.   The meetings will provide key information and connections with a wide array of Federal agencies, prime contractors, and resource providers.   Attendees will have access to key Federal government and congressional leaders to learn about Federal contracting trends and business issues.  

Women-Owned Small Businesses

SBA announced on February 1, 2011, a new program that sets aside contract opportunities for women-owned small businesses (www.sba.gov/content/sba-announces-contracting-program-women-owned-small-businesses).  The rule includes a new process to self certify a firm's woman-owned small-business status.  The set aside is for women-owned and economically disadvantaged, women-owned small business.  The Small Business Reauthorization Act of 1997 set a goal that 23 percent of all government contracts go to small businesses; the Federal women-owned small-business set-aside goal is 5 percent.

Concluding Comments and Announcements

Host and attendees were thanked for their continued support of INEAP and for contributing to the meeting.

Attendees are encouraged to share any type of collaboration tools, such as inter-agency agreements, alliance agreements, memoranda of understanding, or web casts, which can be posted on INEAP’s web site to help foster collaboration efforts.  The web address for INEAP is http://www.ineap.gov/.
Next Meeting

Date:
March 23, 2011

Time:
2:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Host: 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, 600 Dulany Street, Alexandra, VA  22314

Attendees

Ryan Bodge, International Trade Center at the Ronald Reagan Building

Elizabeth Chimienti, Department of Labor, Employment and Training Administration, and Department of Defense, Office of Economic Adjustment

Paul Corson, Department of Commerce, Office of Innovation and Entrepreneurship

Ivonne Cunarro, Department of Commerce, Minority Business Development Agency

Daria Daniel, National Association of Counties

Antonio Doss, Small Business Administration, Office of Small Business Development Centers

Alex Folk, Department of Commerce, National Institute of Standards and Technology, Manufacturing Extension Partnership

Gus Grace, Export-Import Bank, City-State Partnership Program

Angela Granum, Department of Commerce, CommerceConnect

Tina Guthrie, Environment Protection Agency, Office of Pollution Prevention and Toxics

Paul Hernandez, Department of Commerce, National Institute of Standards and Technology, Manufacturing Extension Partnership

David Hughes, Appalachian Regional Commission

Scott Hutchins, Department of Energy, Industrial Technologies Program

Erik Johnston, National Association of Counties

Rachel Karton, Small Business Administration, Office of Small Business Development Centers

Andrew Krzmarzick, GovLoop
Carolyn Kluck, Appalachian Regional Commission

Glynis Long, Small Business Administration, Office of Policy and Strategic Planning

Sally Maggard, Department of Agriculture, Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service

Bill McElnea, Department of Commerce, Sustainable Manufacturing Initiative

Trudy Rice, National Association of Counties and Kansas State University, Research and Extension

Heidi Sheppard, Department of Commerce, National Institute of Standards and Technology, Manufacturing Extension Partnership

Carolyn Teich, American Association of Community Colleges, Economic Development

Carroll Thomas Martin, Department of Commerce, National Institute of Standards and Technology, Manufacturing Extension Partnership

Kevin Thompson, Department of Labor, Employment and Training Administration

Kelly Wedell, Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Pollution Prevention and Toxics

Ken Wetzel, U.S. Army, Armament Research, Development and Engineering Center

David Widawsky, Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Chief Financial Officer

John Wilczynski, National Center for Defense Manufacturing and Machining

On the Phone

Beth Kinzer, Northrop Grumman (Department of Defense, Office of the Secretary of Defense)

Laurel Mendelson, Department of Health and Human Services, Food and Drug Administration, Center for Devices and Radiological Health

Louisa Quittman, Department of Treasury, Office of Financial Education

Ben Vickery, Department of Commerce, National Institute of Standards and Technology, Manufacturing Extension Partnership

Meeting Location

National Association of Counties

25 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C.  20001

Time and Date

2:00 – 4:00 p.m., February 23, 2011

Assisted by

SciComm, Inc.
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