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ANSI/NIST
Data Format 

Header 1 

Descriptive 
Data 2 

Image Features 
Minutiae 

Ridge Cnts 
Core 
Delta4/7 9 

IQS 

EFTS 
Required Fields 

AFIS Vendor’s 
Specifications 

9:013 … 9:030 FBI IAFIS feature data 
9:031 … 9:055 Cogent feature data 
9:056 … 9:070 Printrak feature data 
9:071 … 9:099 Morpho feature data 
9:100 … 9:125 NEC feature data 



Vendor (Standard) Specific Rules 
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Feature Superset ++ 

• Minutiae 

• Dots 

• Incipient ridges 

• Protrusions 

• Discontinuities 

• Pores … 
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Consistency across search record encodings 

•   Examiner placed minutiae – vendor specific 

•   Many “optional” features 
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An expectation that 
cross jurisdictional searches 
are full accuracy and 
should be available on every AFIS. 
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