
NIST Technical Note 2205:HMM Reference Item 31 Fence Attached to Residence 

Item 31 Fence Attached to Residence – Keep combustible fence away from house, use noncombustible fence within 8 ft of house. 

Metal fence not attached
to the house

Metal fence not attached 
to the house

Burned wood fence 
that was attached 

to the house

Burned wood fence
that was attached

to the house

Note: Selected photographs are included to illustrate each HMM hardening item. Additional vulnerabilities or hardening items may be seen in the photographs, but those are highlighted within their specific HMM item.



HMM Reference Installation Cautions

Fire HazardsNotes Color Key:

· Hardening Action: Replace with flame-retardant option
(metal or other option), minimum 8 ft

· Applicable Conditions: Combustible fence
· Performance Goals: Prevent ignition of combustible fence

from spreading to house

1. Do not use combustible materials
to attach noncombustible fence to
the house.

· Only applies to single fences -
Table B, Item 10 is double fences

· Fences must be a minimum 8 ft
from any residence

· Brown: Wood fence
· Light gray: Metal fence
· Mottled brown: Soil
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· Red: Exterior wall siding
· Gray: Metal flashing
· Green: Lawn

8 ft




