HFP Subcommittee  Teleconference 

Friday February 3, 2006
10:30 AM EST
Attendees: Allan Eustis, Wendy Havens, John Wack, Alice Miller, Whitnery Quesenbery, Nelson Hastings, David Flater, Jim Elekes, Alicia Morrison, John Cugini, Sharon Turner Buie, Sharon Laskowski
Agenda:

 

1. TGDC and EAC updates from Allan

2. Update on VVSG, EAC version

3. Update on current research: posting the white papers, deciding what to present to TGDC, dates

4. Discussion on future deadlines and research

     - performance benchmarks

     - usability of vvsg document

     - usability and security

     - plain language 

     - ballot and interaction design

     - election official guidance

5. Other funded research: NSF DG: Scott Robertson, Drexel

6. Next telecon: Friday, February 24, 2006, 11:30 AM ET

Meeting began at 10:33 am EST
1. TGDC and EAC updates 

Meeting time for 3/29 TGDC probably from 8:45 am to 5:530 pm. Discussion followed on participation by Access Board’s second TGDC representative; it  could be  JR Harding or other Access Board  representative. Issue TBD.
2. Update on VVSG, EAC version
JW is completing the compilation of a VVSG errata sheet to be delivered to the EAC shortly. SL noted an unidentified version change in the VVSG currently on the EAC web site. JW will alert Wilkey as to this issue.
3. Update on current research
SL will post documents shortly for HFP members to examine next week (deadline approximately 2/15). Documents to cover

-status of research


-ballot analysis


-test protocols


-plain language


-Voter Interaction Design & Ballot Design
4. Discussion on future deadlines and research

     - performance benchmarks

     - usability of vvsg document

     - usability and security

     - plain language 

     - ballot and interaction design

     - election official guidance

SL initiated discussion of milestones and deadlines for April 2006. We are behind on testing but in good shape on protocols and metrics as well as plain language research and ballot design.
WQ asked if HFP members could observe tests. SL said yes.
JW discussed usability of VVSG document. NIST internal consensus was that HF chapter should be separate. WQ indicated that she hoped that input on use (users) of the document is important.

DF indicated his concern as a tester for what one sees in a standard.

JW reviewed structural elements of the standard- starting requirements at sub section 3.

Introductory text is just that and not a goal requirement. Testable requirements follow later. He noted that current VVSG goes only 4 levels deep. 
Discussion ensued on the numbering of requirements. JC indicated that we should not lose sight of the size of the document- likely exceeding 1000 individual requirements. WQ noted that it is always hard to manage complexity and usability at the same time.

SL discussed NIST internal discussion for someone with usability expertise to work with security team especially on VVPAT issues. 
SL reviewed good start on plain language research; Looking to HFP for prioritization on further research. AM indicated you are on the right track. State law will take precedence.

Discussion of election official guidance; AM staff will review documents as appropriate.
5. Other funded research: NSF DG: Scott Robertson, Drexel
This is actually research on use of web to get information to the voter.
6. Next telecon: Friday, February 24, 2006, 11:30 AM ET
Meeting adjourned 11:40 am.

