HFP Teleconference

Friday, May 26, 2006

Participants: Allan Eustis, Alan Goldfine, David Flater, Nelson Hastings, John Cugini,


         Sharon Laskowski, Secretary  John Gale, Commissioner Donetta Davidson, 


Whitney Quesenbery,  Jim Elekes, David Baquis, Wendy Havens

Agenda
0.) TGDC and EAC updates from Allan Eustis and John Wack

1.) Update on USENIX Electronic Voting Technology workshop. One paper accepted.

Workshop in Vancouver on August 1. 

2.) Sharon will attend UMD HCIL/CAPC Conference on the Usability and Security of

Electronic Voting Systems, June 2, 2006.

3.) Drafts of 3 white papers in progress:

   
- Voter interface response time and timeouts

   
- Voter's choice on over and under voting

   
- Alternative languages

We have draft recommendations, all of which require some policy discussion with 

the EAC.  The white papers will be posted on Monday 5/22.  Sorry for the delay 

in post--there was an unexpected technical glitch.  The papers and the issues 

themselves are very straightforward and we should be able to explain them over 

the phone quite easily.

4.) Discussion of how to proceed in updates in 3 areas, public meeting, perhaps?

   - usable voice for audio ballots

   - making paper more accessible

   - cognitive disabilities

5.) How to proceed with the ballot interaction guidelines: we have a draft D4D 

document, but we should probably find out what D4D is doing for the EAC to 

leverage that work as well.

6.) Other items. 

7.) Next telecon: Thursday, June 8, 2006, 11:30 AM ET

Meeting began at 11:02 EDT

TGDC and EAC updates:


-Replacements for EAC members forthcoming including Harding, Karmol, and  
Elekes. The Access Board will coordinate with Commissioner Davidson and TGDC 
Chair Jeffrey to name replacements for Elekes and Harding.

Brief description of items discussed at the May 24th  EAC Standards and Advisory 
Board meeting:

- NIST HAVA responsibilities: technical support, which includes human
factors, security and fraud detection / prevention  


-July ’04 TGDC resolution with action items of ongoing activities


-VVSG 2007 completion estimated for July of `07; major goals; overview of 

4 sections of importance


-2005 VVSG, addressed issues to improve the 2002 VSS; 2207  VVSG effort 
represents a structural redesign for a more usable standards document

- Reviewed Making VVPAT more expansive to include: OP Scan and Electronic 
Ballot Marking  Devices

- Proposed to Standards and Advisory Board the  idea to create a sub-committee, 
comprised of  state and local officials

Usability paper accepted for USENIX workshop. SL will attend Univ. of Maryland CAPC Conference.
Review of white paper drafts led by John Cugini; 3 papers are in progress and they include;


- Voter interface response time and timeouts

   
- Voter's choice on over and under voting

   
- Alternative languages

Issues reviewed: 
-Clearer meaning of 2 “response times” in relation to automated voting machines
-  under 3 seconds in VVS 2002 = initial completion time
- DD comment on need to look at current voting equipment and  WQ noted need to 
look at it from a technical stand point.

- Need to know response time of older equipment too

-WRT voter inactivity; attention and accessibility issue here

-If voting machine issues and alert ; 20second notification of time out alert; (Do you 
mandate time out)

-partial vote; is it cast as is? Indicated in local laws

- Fleeing voter issue

- JG pointed out wide variety (spectrum)  of competency in local election officials to 
handle equipment. 

- WQ noted a desire to hit a higher baseline with defaults in all voting equipment.

-JE reviewed synthetic speech default pre-sets in assistive software. There may or 
may not be an industry standard. WQ noted that it is worth looking at what is out 
in 
the market in assistive technology.
-tap expertise of the Access Board. 

-Alternative Language Paper Review items:

-Interpretation issue with current text of the requirement


-(EAC): tested/certified to specific languages:  what does it mean to support a 

specific language? EAC Clarification needed; (Will do at staff level)


- There is test dependency here

- Voter’s Choice Paper Discussion


-DRE’s reaction to under vote or over vote attempts


-JG noted that current notification with Automark works well


- Discussion of “unselect” function


- Need vote “0 of n” capability


-EAC General Counsel explanation of VVSG 2005 language to comply with 

HAVA intent.. New language in VVSG 2007 to stipulate what DRE handles 

in this respect. Vendors can also ask for clarification in the language in the


Interim.

-JG noted that with central count there is no problem. In Nebraska and other 
states with a variety of county sizes/options, the issues are addressed in poll 
worker/voter education.
- In precinct optical scan, the issue is feedback to the voter (i.e. notification of 
specific election contest under vote. M100 OP SCANS notify without 
interface from the poll worker. (Audio feature provided by Automark).
- SL will write up issue for EAC decision on precinct count OP SCAN
- Discussion of public meeting forum  for Disability community comment on issues 
including  cognitive feedback. Perhaps piggyback  with an EAC Hearing  of Access 
Board Section 508 Committee work. (This is a FACA as well).

-SL will discuss with the EAC on potential mutual interest projects with Design for 
Democracy.
-Issues for NIST include resources and time required to accomplish TGDC mandated  
tasks

-JG closed with recent election  situations including an improperly printed ballot retrieved by judge after vote was cast and poll book with pages omitted. (Voters told to come back later rather than given a provisional vote. 
-WQ and JG noted need for continuing education and quality control checks on ballots.

Next meeting is Thursday, June 8th at 11:30 am EST

Meeting ended at 12:05 pm

