HFP Teleconference

Friday, May 5, 2006

Participants: Allan Eustis, Sharon Laskowski, David Flater, Nelson Hastings, Jim Elekes, Sharon Turner-Buie, Whitney Quesenbery, EAC Commissioner Donetta Davidson, Hon. John Gale, Wendy Havens

Agenda

0.) TGDC and EAC updates from Allan

1.) Update on Accurate project and USENIX voting workshop. The draft versions

of the submitted papers are attached

2.) Invited to attend UMD HCIL/CAPC conference on the usability and security of

electronic voting systems, June 2.

3.) Current schedule of HFP research and priorities:
   - usability performance benchmarks

   - ballot language research

   - carryover items, need policy advice on alternative language from EAC

   - edits, reorg of current vvsg

   - benchmarks for accessibility performance 

4.)  Revised outline of VVSG, if available

5.) Next telecon: Friday, May 26, 2006, 11:00 AM ET

Meeting begins: 2:10 pm
AE- updates HFP members of the inclusion of  all TGDC members in our teleconferences as their schedules permit; Jim Elekes took interest in the STS meeting on Wednesday; adding to the fact that it is a

good opportunity to encourage all whom are interested and have the time to attend.

-Soon to be available is the TGDC and EAC matrix re Resolution 01-06  providing correspondence of work product by NIST to specific EAC resolutions.
SL- agenda; attached two papers  (proposed for USenix workshop) based on reports from the TGDC meeting

-committed to simplifying the overview and comments; 6 page summary to the TGDC

-STB and JG wanted to thank Sharon for the "easy to read" document; they were grateful

because they were able to understand the issues better in a readable word program.
-brief discussion of Univ. of Maryland workshop- Redish and Quesenbery are replying to Herrnson

-Discussion of CRT standards handed over to HFP

- Carry over items re: usability policy issues to be circulated to Commissioner Davidson for review by EAC legal and then  a meeting will be set up. SL will work with her and Wilkey.
- -recommendation of reorganization of current VVSG;-simplify depth of outline; too much depth in outline?

WQ-think first before splitting accessibility and usability  into two  different chapters. Discussion ensued.

- harmonizing solutions; content as important as structure: JE  noted that Access Board already is working on issues with FCC as part of refresh effort for Section 508.

-Need to discuss how performance benchmarks will be applied to summative testing. 
 -review  of contentious issue of usability / accessibility benchmarks

-quality of testing; the better work the test labs do, the better the results

 DF-reviews hand off requirement to HFP of voter choices;


The spitting back of votes


Error messages


Privacy and language issues


Equipment; voter interaction; over-vote or under-vote


Response time for voters

- DF discusses over voting issues from plenary: Commissioner Davidson notes that white paper on rejecting partial vote ballot (abandoned ballot) would be helpful. NIST will collect feedback from vendors on how they deal with issue.

 JW is in process of coming out with new VVSG document outline.
JG curious about voter use of new potentially difficult equipment. NIST  could  gain insight on usability and accessibility issues  from observing upcoming  primaries. EAC will observe many primaries according to Commissioner Davidson. NIST will coordinate with EAC on election observation through November 2006.
Next meeting: May 26, 2006 at 11:00 am EST 

