SCIENTIFIC WORKING GROUP
for FIREARMS and TOOLMARKS

Guidelines for the Documentation of the Examination of
Tools and Toolmarks

1.0 Objective

The purpose of this document is to set forth guidelines to examiners conducting forensic
examinations of tools/toolmarks.

2.0 Introduction

2.1 The examination of any tool/toolmark will be documented. This documentation
should include the condition and physical characteristics of the tool/toolmark as
received and will include information related to tests conducted with the tool.

2.2 Generally accepted forms of documentation include, but are not limited to,
worksheets, laboratory notes, sketches, photographs, video, and reference
material.

3.0 Safety Considerations

3.1 It is the responsibility of the user of this guideline to establish appropriate health
and safety practices and determine the applicability of regulatory limitations prior
to use.

3.2 Toolmark evidence in the laboratory environment is not dangerous if handled
correctly.

4.0 Documentation of Physical Characteristics
4.1 Documentation of a tool should include the following (when applicable):

4.1.1 Brand

4.1.2 Type (i.e. hammer, bolt cutters)
4.1.3 Size

4.1.4 Dimensions/Shape of working surface
4.1.5 Labeling of working surface(s)

4.1.6 Damage

4.1.7 Trace evidence
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4.2 Documentation of a toolmark should include the following (when applicable):

4.2.1 Dimensions/Shape

4.2.2 Type (i.e. impressed/striated/direction)
4.2.3 Trace evidence

4.2.4 Source (tool type)

5.0 Documentation of Examination
5.1 Documentation of examination of a tool may include the following:
5.1.1 Action type (i.e. cutting, prying, pinching, shearing)
5.1.2 Test material (i.e. lead, copper, Mikrosil)
5.1.3 Testing procedure (i.e. manner of use, angle, direction of motion)
5.2 Documentation of examination of a toolmark may include the following:
5.2.1 Direct

5.2.2 Indirect (i.e. casting)
5.2.3 Comparison
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