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Please provide a summary of your agency’s activities undertaken to carry out the 
provisions of OMB Circular A-119, “Federal Participation in the Development and 
Use of Voluntary Consensus Standards and in Conformity Assessment 
Activities.” The summary should contain a link to the agency’s standards-specific 
website(s) where information about your agency’s standards and conformity 
assessment related activities are available.​
 

GSA continues to adhere to all aspects of standards-related programmatic activities as 
outlined OMB Circular A-119. The agency recognizes the importance of voluntary 
consensus standards in promoting efficiency, innovation, and interoperability across its 
diverse operations. ​
 
GSA reviews its current standards usage on a recurring basis and continuously 
assesses the potential to expand the use of voluntary consensus-based standards 
whenever practical and beneficial for the government. This strategic approach leads to 
increased efficiencies in our business processes and contributes to greater reliability in 
product and service quality. GSA's use of voluntary consensus-based standards spans 
a wide range – from information technology solutions and cybersecurity to building 
design, construction, materials and tools. Given GSA's diverse mission, the standards 
program focuses on leveraging commercially available and industry-driven standards to 
the greatest extent possible. Over the years, GSA has participated with numerous 
standards developing organizations (SDOs), including: 
 

■​ American Institute of Steel Construction (AISC) 
■​ American National Standards Institute (ANSI) 
■​ ASHRAE 
■​ American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) 
■​ American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) 
■​ American Society of Plumbing Engineers (ASPE) 
■​ American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) 
■​ International Code Council (ICC) 
■​ International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) 
■​ Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) 
■​ Illuminating Engineering Society (IES) 
■​ International Organization for Standardization (ISO) 
■​ National Electrical Manufacturers Association (NEMA) 
■​ National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 
■​ National Institute of Building Sciences (NIBS) 
■​ SAE 
■​ Sheet Metal and Air Conditioning Contractors’ National Association (SMACNA) 
■​ Underwriter’s Laboratory (UL) 

[GSA] Fiscal Year NTTAA 2025 Agency Report  
Page 2 

https://www.aisc.org/
https://www.ansi.org/
https://www.ashrae.org/
https://www.asce.org/
https://www.asme.org/
https://aspe.org/
https://www.astm.org/
https://www.iccsafe.org/
https://www.iec.ch/homepage
https://www.ieee.org/
https://www.ies.org/
https://www.iso.org/home.html
https://www.nema.org/
https://www.nfpa.org/
https://nibs.org/
https://www.sae.org/
https://www.smacna.org/
https://www.ul.com/


 

Detailed Activities in 2025 

Quarterly Meetings 
In 2025, GSA restarted its quarterly meeting schedule with internal agency standards 
subject matter experts. These meetings have the following objectives: 

●​ Share Best Practices: Participants across GSA share experiences and insights 
on standards implementation, challenges and successes, which includes 
effective strategies to identify relevant standards, incorporate them into 
procurement processes, and ensure compliance. 

●​ Discuss Training Opportunities: The meetings serve as a platform to identify 
and disseminate information about relevant standards-related training 
opportunities, which may include training on specific standards, conformity 
assessment procedures, and the standards development process. 

●​ Inform on SDO Activities: Participants provide updates on standards-related 
activities with pertinent SDOs relevant to GSA's mission. This includes 
information on new standards under development, revisions to existing 
standards, and opportunities for GSA participation in the standards development 
process. These meetings are crucial for ensuring GSA remains current on the 
latest standards and best practices. GSA has had several SDO speakers at 
these quarterly meetings. 

Agency Standards SOP 
GSA has developed a comprehensive standard operating procedure (SOP) to provide 
clear guidance on participating with standards developing organizations in the 
development of new standards or revision of existing standards. The SOP covers: 

●​ Roles and Responsibilities: Clearly defines the roles and responsibilities of 
different GSA stakeholders in the standards management process. 

●​ Standards Selection Criteria: Outlines the criteria used to evaluate and select 
appropriate standards for use within GSA, emphasizing the preference for 
voluntary consensus standards. 

●​ Implementation Procedures: Provides step-by-step instructions on how to 
incorporate standards into GSA's policies, procedures, and procurement 
practices. 
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Internal Website 
GSA has launched an internal website (screenshot available below) to serve as a 
central repository for standards-related information. This website provides: 

●​ Access to various standards: A comprehensive library of standards relevant to 
GSA's operations. 

●​ Guidance Documents: Helpful guidance documents, templates, and tools to 
support the implementation of standards. 

●​ Training Materials: Training materials and resources to enhance employee 
understanding of standards and conformity assessment. 

●​ Contact Information: A directory of GSA standards experts who can provide 
assistance and guidance. 

●​ News and Updates: Regular updates on standards-related news, events, and 
initiatives. 

External Website 
GSA is actively developing an external website to provide the public with information 
about the agency's standards and conformity assessment-related activities. The 
external standards webpage is currently being updated and will be live soon. GSA can 
amend this report with the site's URL when it’s available. We are committed to making 
this information publicly available as soon as possible. 
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Snapshot of GSA’s Internal Standards webpage: 

 

[GSA] Fiscal Year NTTAA 2025 Agency Report  
Page 5 



 

Please list the government-unique standards (GUS) your agency used in lieu of 
voluntary consensus standards during FY 2025: 

●​ Government Unique Standard: (name) 
●​ Voluntary Standard (that was not used): (name) 
●​ Rationale (for not using): (brief description) 

GSA Government Unique Standard (GUS) 

Current total GUS: 1 

(1) Government Unique Standard (Standards and Engineering Branch): FF-L-2937 
[Incorporated: 2006] 

Rationale: Federal Specification FF-L-2937 – Combination Lock, Mechanical used in 
lieu of UL 768 Combination Locks. The lock covered by the GUS is used for the 
protection of classified information and weapons. The UL specification did not meet 
identified government needs for dialing tolerance and bolt end pressure. 
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