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Federal Policy on Standards

National Technology Transfer and Advancement Act (NTTAA) (1996)

 Objective is for Federal agencies to use voluntary consensus standards, 

wherever possible, in lieu of creating government-unique standards

 Assigns NIST a standards coordination role across government

OMB Circular A-119 (2016)

 Establishes guidance for agency implementation and use of NTTAA



Our Standardization “system” in the U.S.

• Voluntary, decentralized and market-driven

• Led by private sector 

• Public-private partnership

o Differs from centralized standards systems in other countries

• Reflects U.S. culture and public-private sector dynamics

• Relies on cooperation, communication and parity among diverse 
stakeholder



What is a Voluntary Consensus Standard?

Development Process Attributes

 Openness

 Balance

 Due Process

 Appeals Process

 Consensus

Generally published by private sector organizations

Similar to the WTO Technical Barrier to Trade international standards attributes

Aligned with ANSI’s General Requirements for Due Process  





U.S. Standardization “system”

• Private sector membership organization

• Administrator/coordinator of U.S. standardization system

• Represents U.S. in many international standards development efforts

• Does not develop standards, 
but accredits standards developers

• Represents and serves more 
than 270K companies and 
organizations

DOC

SDO

HHS

Trade 
Associations

Professional 
Societies

EPA
USDA

DOJ

CPSC

Conformity Assessment Bodies
Industry

Other Gov’t 
Agencies

DHS

Academia

NRC

FAA
DOD

FAA
DOL



U.S. Standardization “system”: NIST
• Coordinate Federal policy and activities in the development and use of 

standards

• Coordinate standards activities w/responsible government agencies 
and the private sector 

• Provide foundation for development of standards (standard reference 
materials, calibrations, research in measurement science and 
technology)

• Enhance the competence of the federal government in standards



Standards Development Considerations

Factors in optimizing standards development processes:
• Stakeholders - Where do the “eagles” gather?

• Is membership inclusive enough?

• Will scientific research be tabled to inform development? 

• Is there a reasonable development process including maintenance?

• Can all the voices heard?

• Will the users be represented?

• Is the published standard likely to be adopted? 

• Does the standards development organization have cred?

• Are there barriers to global adoption?
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