Draft Resolutions from the Usability and Accessibility Working Group
 Title: Accessibility requirements for voting systems used outside of a polling place

HAVA Section 301 clearly requires that a voting system be accessible for individuals with disabilities and provide the same opportunity for access and participation (including privacy and independence) as for other voters.  It also indicates that this requirement can be met by providing one accessible voting system per polling place. The VVSG requirements were developed for the one accessible voting system per polling place referenced in HAVA.  The language of HAVA is less clear with regard to the accessibility requirements of voting that occurs outside of the polling place such as absentee voting and mail-in voting (done as a standard procedure or as part of UOCAVA voting).  

We assume that, in general, all voting systems must deliver some basic level of accessibility either under HAVA provisions or under the provisions of the ADA.(See 28 CFR 35.149 and 35.150).  Specifically, the ADA requires equal program access which includes ensuring that communications with individuals with disabilities are as effective as communications with others through the delivery of appropriate auxiliary aids and services in a way that protects the privacy and independence of the individual with a disability. (See 28 CFR 35.160).  The ADA definition of auxiliary aids is very broad and would seem to include accessible voting systems as developed to meet the VVSG requirements.  (See 28 CFR 35.104, Definition of Auxiliary Aids and Services, paragraph 3.)

The TGDC recommends to the Elections Assistance Commission (EAC) that it provide clarification on the legal requirements for accessibility and specific direction to the TGDC to develop technical requirements for accessibility of voting systems used outside of a polling place including but not limited to mail-in and UOCAVA voting systems. 
Draft Resolution from the Usability and Accessibility Working Group
Title: White paper on “VVSG 2.0 and Beyond: Issues and Gaps in the Usability and Accessibility Requirements”

 The TGDC accepts the white paper titled “VVSG 2.0 and Beyond: Issues and Gaps in the Usability and Accessibility Requirements” for transmittal to the Election Assistance Commission. 

 This paper responds to the directive of the Election Assistance Commission to the Technical Guidelines Development Committee (TGDC) Usability and Accessibility Working Group to continue ongoing research and requirements updates the VVSG 2.0 to the usability performance benchmarks already contained in the draft version of VVSG 2.0. Because the usability and accessibility requirements work together and cannot necessarily be isolated and analyzed as individual requirements, the Working Group identified research gaps that apply not just to the performance benchmarks but across the set of usability and accessibility requirements in the draft version of VVSG 2.0.
Draft Resolution from the Usability and Accessibility Working Group
 Title:  Accessibility of Voter-Verifiable Paper Ballots 

To conform to HAVA Section 3011, the TGDC identifies the following accessibility principles that will be used to guide recommendations for revisions to the VVSG.  

1. An accessible voting system must provide mechanisms for private and independent voting in all three phases the voting process – generating a ballot, verifying the vote selections of that ballot, and casting the ballot -- regardless of the format of the ballot.  

2. Accessibility requirements must not be lessened because the ballot format is paper and individuals with disabilities should not experience a decrease in their ability to vote privately and independently because of the use of a paper ballot.  

3. Any vote casting process that leads to a determinative vote record (an official ballot of record or controlling record used in a recount) must be accessible (affirms the decision of the EAC in adopting the VVSG in 2005).  

a. In particular, if a determinative record paper ballot is voter-verifiable, the accessible system must enable a voter with a disability to verify the vote selections on the paper ballot through the same access features as were used to mark the vote selections (affirms Board of Advisors Resolution). 

b. A voter with a disability must not be required to manually handle a determinative record paper ballot in order to mark, verify or cast the ballot (affirms the decision of the EAC in adopting the VVSG in 2005).  


 HAVA Section 301 requires that a voting system be accessible for individuals with disabilities and provide the same opportunity for access and participation (including privacy and independence) as for other voters.  It also requires that voters be able to verify (in a private an independent manner) the votes selected by the voter on the ballot before the ballot is cast and counted.  

Draft Resolution from the Usability and Accessibility Working Group
 Title: White paper on “Accessibility and Usability Considerations for UOCAVA Remote Electronic Voting Systems”

The TGDC accepts the white paper titled “Accessibility and Usability Considerations for UOCAVA Remote Electronic Voting Systems” for transmittal to the Election Assistance Commission. 

 This paper responds to the Technical Guidelines Development Committee (TGDC) resolution requesting that the National Institute of Standards and Technology conduct a short-term (several months) research study on accessibility and usability considerations for remote electronic Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Rights Act (UOCAVA) voting similar to the research document on "Security Considerations for Remote Electronic UOCAVA Voting.
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