
Taken from the Consolidated Appropriations Act,  P.L. 108-199 
 

General Provisions--Department of Commerce 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION) 

SEC. 201. During the current fiscal year, applicable appropriations and 
funds made available to the Department of Commerce by this Act shall 
be available for the activities specified in the Act of October 26, 1949 
(15 U.S.C. 1514), to the extent and in the manner prescribed by the 
Act, and, notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 3324, may be used for advanced 
payments not otherwise authorized only upon the certification of 
officials designated by the Secretary of Commerce that such payments 
are in the public interest. 
 
SEC. 202. During the current fiscal year, appropriations made 
available to the Department of Commerce by this Act for salaries and 
expenses shall be available for hire of passenger motor vehicles as 
authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1343 and 1344; services as authorized by 5 
U.S.C. 3109; and uniforms or allowances therefore, as authorized by 
law (5 U.S.C. 5901-5902). 
 
SEC. 203. Hereafter, none of the funds made available by this or any 
other Act for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
may be used to support the hurricane reconnaissance aircraft and 
activities that are under the control of the United States Air Force or 
the United States Air Force Reserve. 
 
SEC. 204. Not to exceed 5 percent of any appropriation made available 
for the current fiscal year for the Department of Commerce in this Act 
may be transferred between such appropriations, but no such 
appropriation shall be increased by more than 10 percent by any such 
transfers: Provided, That any transfer pursuant to this section shall be 
treated as a reprogramming of funds under section 605 of this Act and 
shall not be available for obligation or expenditure except in 
compliance with the procedures set forth in that section: Provided 
further, That the Secretary of Commerce shall notify the Committees 
on Appropriations at least 15 days in advance of the acquisition or 
disposal of any capital asset (including land, structures, and 
equipment) not specifically provided for in this or any other 
Departments of Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act. 

 
SEC. 207. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, of the amounts 
made available elsewhere in this title to the `National Institute of 
Standards and Technology, Construction of Research Facilities', 



$14,000,000 is appropriated to fund a cooperative agreement with the 
Medical University of South Carolina, $5,000,000 is appropriated to the 
Thayer School of Engineering, of which $1,000,000 is for research 
relating to intelligent control of distributed systems, $2,000,000 is for 
a smart laser beam project, and $2,000,000 is for research relating to 
nanomagnetics, $500,000 is appropriated to the Institute for 
Information Infrastructure Protection at the Institute for Security and 
Technology Studies, $1,000,000 is appropriated for the Institute of 
Politics, and $500,000 is appropriated for the Coastal Conservation 
Center. 
 
SEC. 210. (a) The Secretary of Commerce is authorized to operate a 
marine laboratory in South Carolina in accordance with a 
memorandum of agreement, including any future amendments, among 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology, the State of South Carolina, 
the Medical University of South Carolina, and the College of Charleston 
as a partnership for collaborative, interdisciplinary marine scientific 
research. 
(b) To carry out subsection (a), the agencies that are partners in the 
Laboratory may accept, apply for, use, and spend Federal, State, 
private and grant funds as necessary to further the mission of the 
Laboratory without regard to the source or of the period of availability 
of these funds and may apply for and hold patents, as well as share 
personnel, facilities, and property. Any funds collected or accepted by 
any partner may be used to offset all or portions of its costs, including 
overhead, without regard to 31 U.S.C. 143302(b); to reimburse other 
participating agencies for all or portions of their costs; and to fund 
research and facilities expansion. Funds for management and 
operation of the Laboratory may be used to sustain basic laboratory 
operations for all participating entities. The Secretary of Commerce is 
authorized to charge fees and enter into contracts, grants, cooperative 
agreements and other arrangements with Federal, State, private 
entities, and other entities, domestic and foreign, to further the 
mission of the Laboratory. Any funds collected from such fees or 
arrangements shall be used to support cooperative research, basic 
operations, and facilities enhancement at the Laboratory. 

 
SEC. 215. Of the unobligated balances available to the Department of 
Commerce from prior year appropriations with the exception of funds 
provided for coral reef activities, fisheries enforcement, the Ocean 
Health Initiative, land acquisition, and lab construction, $100,000,000 
are rescinded: Provided, That within 30 days after the date of 
enactment of this section the Secretary of Commerce shall submit to 
the Committees on Appropriations of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate a report specifying the amount of each rescission made 
pursuant to this section. 



This title may be cited as the `Department of Commerce and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2004'. 
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