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Wednesday, September 2, 2020 at 11:45:41 Eastern Daylight Time 

consulta-on, here: hSps://ico.org.uk/for-organisa-ons/guide-to-data-protec-on/key-data-protec-on-

Subject: ICO/Turing Ins-tute na-onal UK guidance on AI explainability 
Date: Thursday, August 20, 2020 at 3:08:15 AM Eastern Daylight Time 
From: David Leslie 
To: NIST Explainable AI 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am the Ethics Lead at the Alan Turing Ins-tute and co-author of the United Kingdom’s guidance (wriSen 
with the Informa-on Commissioner’s Office) on explaining AI decisions, published this past May, aVer public 

themes/explaining-decisions-made-with-ar-ficial-intelligence/ 

It strikes me that this should have been a relevant work to consult and assess as you were wri-ng your Four 
Principles of Explainable Ar-ficial Intelligence. And yet, I find no men-on of it in your document. I am 
wondering if this was an oversight or simply a choice about relevant sources. Looking over your piece, I am 
inclined to think that the ICO/Turing guide might have expanded and enriched NIST’s point of view. 

All best wishes, 

David Leslie 

Dr David Leslie, 
Ethics Theme Lead and Ethics Fellow, 
Public Policy Programme, The Alan Turing Institute 

M: 

The Alan Turing Ins-tute is a limited liability company, registered in England with registered number 09512457. Our 
registered office is at Bri-sh Library, 96 Euston Road, London, England, NW1 2DB. We are also a charity registered in 
England with charity number 1162533. DISCLAIMER: Although The Alan Turing Ins-tute has taken reasonable 
precau-ons to ensure no viruses are present in this email, The Alan Turing Ins-tute cannot accept responsibility for 
any loss or damage sustained as a result of computer viruses and the recipient must ensure that the email (and 
aSachments) are virus free. While we take care to protect our systems from virus aSacks and other harmful events, 
we give no warranty that this message (including aSachments) is free of any virus or other harmful maSer, and we 
accept no responsibility for any loss or damage resul-ng from the recipient receiving, opening or using it. E-mail 
transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-free as informa-on could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, 
destroyed, arrive late or be incomplete. If you think someone may have interfered with this email, please contact the 
Alan Turing Ins-tute by telephone only and speak to the person dealing with your maSer or the Accounts 
Department. Fraudsters are increasingly targe-ng organisa-ons and their affiliates, oVen reques-ng funds to be 
transferred to a different bank account. The Alan Turing’s bank details are contained within our terms of engagement. 
If you receive a suspicious or unexpected email from us, or purpor-ng to have been sent on our behalf, par-cularly 
containing different bank details, please do not reply to the email, click on any links, open any aSachments, or 
comply with any instruc-ons contained within it, but contact our Accounts department by telephone. Our 
Transparency No-ce found here - hSps://www.turing.ac.uk/transparency-no-ce sets out how and why we collect, 
store, use and share your personal data and it explains your rights and how to raise concerns with us. 
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