Dear Mr. Eustis:

 

As an elected Supervisor of Elections form Florida and a DRE voting system user since 2002, I am writing about the upcoming TGDC/NIST recommendations to the FEC Voting Systems Standards.  My concern is that Resolution #12-05, adopted by the TGDC in January, might be misinterpreted as authorization to establish VVPAT standards to the exclusion of any other verification.  As I understand it, the adopted Resolution directed NIST to clarify the distinction between those voting systems that are directly verifiable  with those that have an audit record that is indirectly verifiable; to define the policies and requirements for the two different types; and to review methods of verification for voters with disabilities.

 

I believe that state legislatures need technical guidance from you and the TGDC on what policies to set for the evaluation of verification solutions, not the endorsement of any specific solution.  My fear is that focusing only on the VVPAT solution will prevent the development  and use of alternative solutions which may be better solutions in the long run.  Locking election administrators into one solution is short-sighted, at most.

 

At the present time, the only VVPAT installation in the country is the State of Nevada and that not even the entire state. Observation indicates that administratively, this method of verification is cumbersome, expensive, and not even proven as a tool that voters use to verify choices.  I would much prefer the flexibility that may come from future developments as there are a growing number of verification solutions already available..

 

It would also be helpful, in light of the looming HAVA deadlines, to have a definitive timeline for release of verification requirements (VVPAT and alternatives) and the other TGDC resolutions.

 

I would be more than happy to respond to any questions that you might have.  Thank you for your consideration of my issues.

 

Sincerely,

 

Kathy Dent

Supervisor of Elections

Sarasota County, Florida

(941)861-8600

