Fernando Morales

2231 Wakerobin Ln.

Reston Va 20191

703-476-9878

fermorales3@comcast.net
February 8, 2005

Memo to:
Election Assistance Commission (EAC),



EAC Technical Guidelines Development Committee (TDGC)

From:

Fernando Morales, Inventor of a new electoral process paradigm

Re:
Resolution 4-05 shall ensure privacy while capturing indication of voter’s choice

Personal Voting Code (PVC) shall be required for voting. This feature can 1) protect blind voter’s privacy against eavesdroppers, 2) protect voter’s privacy without a booth, 3) allow the reproduction of a secure copy of the ballot for taking home, 4) ensure privacy to all absentee voters, and 5) can allow every voters to verify, in total privacy, his/her choices after Election Day.

PVC’s shall become part of the requirements for casting votes, as they are an effective secrecy and confidentiality agent.  We only need to add an initial step to the voting process, so the voter can record his/her PVC with which s/he is going to vote.  The voter can use his/her own hands to operate a keypad; specially designed to aid the blind, to enter his/her PVC to cast his/her votes.  The voting machine would be equipped to communicate to the voter each choice associated to a sequential number.  The voter would be in control of incrementing or decrementing the sequence of numbers.  When the voter stops shifting the numbers up or down, the machine would read out to the voter his/her numbers and their associated choices.  Once the PVC is aligned with the voter’s choice, the voter would cast the vote.

I invite you to read “Voluntary Voting Guidelines, Fernando Morales” and judge for yourselves if this could serve as a valid top-down approach to the new voting guidelines.  For in-depth analysis of the proposed solution, please read “Part 2” and “Part 3” of Fernando Morales’ Public Testimony, located in the TGDC’s Public Testimony section of September 20th hearings published in the NIST website.

In conclusion, TGDC directed NIST to create an outline of human factors and privacy requirements related to capturing indication of voter’s choice; without a doubt the PVC’s shall become part of these requirements.

