
Can you decode this message? 

SEMAPHORE FLAG SIGNALING SYSTEM 

The system for conveying information at a distance by means of visual signals with hand-held flags, 
or occasionally bare or gloved hands.  Information is encoded by the position of the flags; it is read 
when the flag is in a fixed position.  Semaphores were adopted and widely used in the maritime 
world in the 19th century. 

Rest/Space Numerals (#) Error/Attention A or 1 B or 2 C or 3 

D or 4 E or 5 (Error if 
signaled 8 times) F or 6 G or 7 H or 8 I or 9 

J - Letters/Position 
Sign K or 0 L M N O 

P Q R S T U 

V W X Y Z Cancel - Disregard 
previous signal 

Ocean City Maryland and Bethany Beach Delaware Lifeguards are perhaps the last remaining 
lifeguard organizations in the U.S. to use this system. In Ocean City, it has been a tradition with 
the rescue unit since the 1930's, and complete messages can be relayed up and down the 10 1/2 
miles of beach. 
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