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CALIBRATION APPARATUS AND
CALIBRATING A LASER DOPPLER
VIBROMETER

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH

This invention was made with United States Government
support from the National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology (NIST), an agency of the United States Department
of Commerce. The Government has certain rights in the
invention. Licensing inquiries may be directed to the Tech-
nology Partnerships Office, NIST, Gaithersburg, MD,
20899; voice 301-975-2573; email tpo@nist.gov; reference
NIST Docket Number 20-034US1.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

Disclosed is a calibration apparatus for calibrating a laser
Doppler vibrometer, the calibration apparatus comprising: a
bidirectional frequency shifter stage in optical communica-
tion with the laser Doppler vibrometer and that: receives,
from the laser Doppler vibrometer, primary laser light
comprising a primary frequency that propagates in a forward
propagation direction to the bidirectional frequency shifter
stage from the laser Doppler vibrometer; produces, from the
primary laser light, frequency shifted light comprising a
shifted frequency, such that the shifted frequency differs
from the primary frequency; communicates, in a forward
propagation direction, the frequency shifted light from the
bidirectional frequency shifter stage to a reflector; receives,
from the reflector, the frequency shifted light returned by the
reflector and that propagates from the reflector to the bidi-
rectional frequency shifter stage in a reverse propagation
direction; produces secondary light comprising a secondary
shifted frequency from the frequency shifted light reflected
by the reflector, such that secondary shifted frequency
differs from the shifted frequency and from the primary
frequency; and communicates the secondary light to the
laser Doppler vibrometer in the reverse propagation direc-
tion, such that the laser Doppler vibrometer receives the
secondary light from the bidirectional frequency shifter
stage and produces a synthetic velocity shift from the
secondary light; and the reflector in optical communication
with the bidirectional frequency shifter stage and that:
receives frequency shifted light that propagates from the
bidirectional frequency shifter stage to the reflector in the
forward propagation direction; and reflects the frequency
shifted light back to the bidirectional frequency shifter stage
in the reverse propagation direction.

Disclosed is a calibration apparatus for calibrating a laser
Doppler vibrometer, the calibration apparatus comprising: a
monodirectional frequency shifter stage in optical commu-
nication with the laser Doppler vibrometer and that:
receives, from the laser Doppler vibrometer, primary laser
light comprising a primary frequency; produces, from the
primary laser light, frequency shifted light comprising a
shifted frequency, such that the shifted frequency differs
from the primary frequency; communicates the frequency
shifted light from the bidirectional frequency shifter stage to
a reflector; the reflector in optical communication with the
monodirectional frequency shifter stage and that: receives
frequency shifted light from the monodirectional frequency
shifter stage; and reflects the frequency shifted light from the
monodirectional frequency shifter stage to a beam splitter;
and the beam splitter in optical communication with the
monodirectional frequency shifter stage and the reflector and
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that: receives the primary laser light from the laser Doppler
vibrometer; communicates the primary laser light to the
monodirectional frequency shifter stage; receives the fre-
quency shifted light from the reflector; and communicates
the frequency shifted light as secondary light to the laser
Doppler vibrometer, such that the laser Doppler vibrometer
receives the secondary light from the beam splitter and
produces a synthetic velocity shift from the secondary light.

Disclosed is process for calibrating a laser Doppler vibro-
meter, the process comprising: receiving, by a bidirectional
frequency shifter stage, primary laser light from a laser
Doppler vibrometer, the primary laser light comprising a
primary frequency and that is propagating in a forward
propagation direction to the bidirectional frequency shifter
stage from the laser Doppler vibrometer; producing, by the
bidirectional frequency shifter stage from the primary laser
light, frequency shifted light comprising a shifted frequency,
such that the shifted frequency differs from the primary
frequency; communicating, in a forward propagation direc-
tion, the frequency shifted light from the bidirectional fre-
quency shifter stage to a reflector; receiving, by the reflector,
the frequency shifted light that propagates from the bidirec-
tional frequency shifter stage to the reflector in the forward
propagation direction; reflecting, by the reflector, the fre-
quency shifted light back to the bidirectional frequency
shifter stage in the reverse propagation direction; receiving,
by the bidirectional frequency shifter stage, the frequency
shifted light reflected by the reflector that propagates from
the reflector to the bidirectional frequency shifter stage in
the reverse propagation direction; producing, by the bidi-
rectional frequency shifter stage, secondary light comprising
a secondary shifted frequency from the frequency shifted
light reflected by the reflector, such that secondary shifted
frequency differs from the shifted frequency and from the
primary frequency; and communicating, the secondary light
from the bidirectional frequency shifter stage, to the laser
Doppler vibrometer in the reverse propagation direction,
such that the laser Doppler vibrometer receives the second-
ary light from the bidirectional frequency shifter stage and
produces a synthetic velocity shift from the secondary light.

Disclosed is a process for calibrating a laser Doppler
vibrometer, the process comprising: receiving, by a mono-
directional frequency shifter stage, primary laser light from
the laser Doppler vibrometer, the primary laser light com-
prising a primary frequency; producing, by the monodirec-
tional frequency shifter stage from the primary laser light,
frequency shifted light comprising a shifted frequency, such
that the shifted frequency differs from the primary fre-
quency; communicating the frequency shifted light from the
bidirectional frequency shifter stage to a reflector; receiving,
by the reflector, the frequency shifted light from the mono-
directional frequency shifter stage; reflecting, by the reflec-
tor, the frequency shifted light from the monodirectional
frequency shifter stage to a beam splitter; receiving, by the
beam splitter, the primary laser light from the laser Doppler
vibrometer; communicating, by the beam splitter, the pri-
mary laser light to the monodirectional frequency shifter
stage; receiving, by the beam splitter, the frequency shifted
light from the reflector; and communicating the frequency
shifted light as secondary light to the laser Doppler vibro-
meter from the beam splitter, such that the laser Doppler
vibrometer receives the secondary light from the beam
splitter and produces a synthetic velocity shift from the
secondary light.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The following description cannot be considered limiting
in any way. With reference to the accompanying drawings,
like elements are numbered alike.
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FIG. 1 shows a calibration apparatus that includes a
bidirectional frequency shifter stage in panels A, B, and C;

FIG. 2 shows a calibration apparatus that includes a
monodirectional frequency shifter stage in panels A, B, and
C

FIG. 3 shows a calibration apparatus that includes a
monodirectional frequency shifter stage;

FIG. 4 shows a calibration apparatus that includes a
bidirectional frequency shifter stage in panels A and B;

FIG. 5 shows a plurality of acousto-optic modulators 205
in optical communication for a bidirectional frequency
shifter stage or monodirectional frequency shifter stage;

FIG. 6 shows a plurality of acousto-optic modulators 205
in optical communication for a bidirectional frequency
shifter stage or monodirectional frequency shifter stage;

FIG. 7 shows a plurality of acousto-optic modulators 205
in optical communication for a bidirectional frequency
shifter stage or monodirectional frequency shifter stage;

FIG. 8 shows a calibration apparatus including a mono-
directional frequency shifter stage;

FIG. 9 shows a calibration apparatus including a mono-
directional frequency shifter stage according to Example 1,
wherein the monodirectional frequency shifter stage shifts
the frequency of primary laser light by 9, resulting in a
synthetic velocity shift that can be calculated by the Doppler
equation (1) and traceable by a calibrated frequency counter;

FIG. 10 shows a plot of the RMS velocity reading from
the LDV in relation to the frequency of FM sinusoidal
excitation according to Example 1. Here AOMs simulate
conditions of an ideal shaker that is swept in frequency from
100 Hz to 1 MHz with a constant RMS velocity. LDV
response roll off occurs at 500 kHz;

FIG. 11 shows a plot of velocity reading from the LDV
(left vertical axis, blue points) and calculated velocity (right
vertical axis, orange points) as a function of the frequency
shift of the primary laser light, corresponding to a synthetic
velocity shift according to Example 1;

FIG. 12 shows a calibration apparatus including a bidi-
rectional frequency shifter stage according to Example 2;

FIG. 13 shows a plot of the velocity determined by the
LDV as a function of frequency shift d in and corresponding
calculated values using the Doppler equation according to
Example 2;

FIG. 14 shows a frequency response of the LDV using
sinusoidal frequency modulation of a second AOM that
produces a synthesized vibration measurement condition
according to Example 2;

FIG. 15 shows a plot of the RMS velocity reading from
the LDV in relation to the frequency according to Example
2; and

FIG. 16 shows a percent difference between the velocity
reported by the LDV with offset subtracted and the calcu-
lated velocity using the Doppler shift equation according to
Example 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A detailed description of one or more embodiments is
presented herein by way of exemplification and not limita-
tion.

Mechanical vibration measurements can be obtained
using a number of optical techniques. Such optical tech-
niques can include laser speckle analysis, position-sensitive
detector use, and holography. While execution of these
optical techniques can vary considerably, many such optical
techniques employ interferometers and rely on the Doppler
effect. In accordance with the Doppler effect and its use in
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4

optical interferometric vibration measurements, light
reflected from a moving surface experiences a frequency
shift that is proportional to its instantaneous velocity.

For purposes of mechanical vibration measurements, data
can be extracted from a Doppler-shifted beam. To determine
the displacement of a mechanical vibration, the Doppler-
shifted beam can be optically beaten with a reference beam.
The phase of the beat signal is directly related to the
displacement of the vibrating test object. To determine the
velocity of a mechanical vibration, changes in the frequency
of the beat signal can be measured.

A laser Doppler vibrometer (LDV) (also known as a laser
Doppler velocimeter) includes an interferometer to measure
mechanical vibration. With an LDV, one can infer target
displacement or target velocity from interference between
reflected light and a reference beam. It has been discovered
that calibration apparatus 200 described herein calibrates
LDVs. Acousto-optic modulators frequency shift light from
the LDV under test by a known quantity to create a synthetic
velocity shift that is traceable to a time and frequency
reference for fixed velocity shifts, and for varying velocity
shifts, for example sinusoidal velocity shifts that occur in a
conventional calibration that follows ISO Standard 16063-
41. A conventional calibration that follows ISO Standard
16063-41 is based on a comparison-type measurement to a
laser homodyne interferometer that is defined as the primary
standard, resulting in the LDV as being considered as a
secondary calibration. In contrast, calibration apparatus 200
and calibrating a laser Doppler vibrometer provide a trace-
able primary article and process for calibrating the LDV. The
calibration apparatus 200 can simulate arbitrary mechanical
excitation conditions to test and calibrate the LDV, including
sweeping the synthetic vibration excitation frequency to
directly characterize the bandwidth of an LDV together with
its associated electronics. It is contemplated that operation
can include free-space or fiber optical propagation of light
that makes calibration apparatus 200 easy to use and por-
table. Beneficially, calibration apparatus 200 and calibrating
a laser Doppler vibrometer also provide for characterizing
the bandwidth of an LDV together with any connected data
acquisition devices, control electronics, or amplifiers.

Calibration apparatus 200 calibrates laser Doppler vibro-
meter 201. In an embodiment, with reference to FIG. 1 and
FIG. 4, FIG. 5, FIG. 6, FIG. 7, and FIG. 12, calibration
apparatus 200 includes: bidirectional frequency shifter stage
222 in optical communication with laser Doppler vibrometer
201 and that: receives, from laser Doppler vibrometer 201,
primary laser light 202 including primary frequency 203 that
propagates in a forward propagation direction to bidirec-
tional frequency shifter stage 222 from laser Doppler vibro-
meter 201; produces, from primary laser light 202, fre-
quency shifted light 207 comprising shifted frequency 208,
such that shifted frequency 208 differs from primary fre-
quency 203; communicates, in a forward propagation direc-
tion, frequency shifted light 207 from bidirectional fre-
quency shifter stage 222 to reflector 216; receives, from
reflector 216, frequency shifted light 207 reflected by reflec-
tor 216 and that propagates from reflector 216 to bidirec-
tional frequency shifter stage 222 in a reverse propagation
direction; produces secondary light 209 including secondary
shifted frequency 210 from frequency shifted light 207
reflected by reflector 216, such that secondary shifted fre-
quency 210 differs from shifted frequency 208 and from
primary frequency 203; and communicates secondary light
209 to laser Doppler vibrometer 201 in the reverse propa-
gation direction, such that laser Doppler vibrometer 201
receives secondary light 209 from bidirectional frequency
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shifter stage 222 and produces synthetic velocity shift 211
from secondary light 209; and reflector 216 in optical
communication with bidirectional frequency shifter stage
222 and that: receives frequency shifted light 207 that
propagates from bidirectional frequency shifter stage 222 to
reflector 216 in the forward propagation direction; and
reflects frequency shifted light 207 back to bidirectional
frequency shifter stage 222 in the reverse propagation direc-
tion.

In an embodiment, calibration apparatus 200 includes
laser Doppler vibrometer 201 in optical communication with
acousto-optic modulator 205 and that produces primary laser
light 202 that propagates in the forward propagation direc-
tion to bidirectional frequency shifter stage 222 and receives
secondary light 209 that propagates in the reverse propaga-
tion direction from bidirectional frequency shifter stage 222
to laser Doppler vibrometer 201.

In an embodiment, bidirectional frequency shifter stage
222 is optically interposed between laser Doppler vibrome-
ter 201 and mirror 216.

In an embodiment, calibration apparatus 200 includes
analyzer 212 in electronic communication with laser Dop-
pler vibrometer 201 and that receives synthetic velocity shift
211 from laser Doppler vibrometer 201, wherein analyzer
212 determines a calibration of laser Doppler vibrometer
201 from synthetic velocity shift 211.

In an embodiment, calibration apparatus 200 bidirectional
frequency shifter stage 222 includes acousto-optic modula-
tor 205 that: receives primary laser light 202; receives
frequency drive signal 206; and produces frequency shifted
light 207 from primary laser light 202, based on frequency
drive signal 206.

In an embodiment, bidirectional frequency shifter stage
222 includes a plurality of acousto-optic modulators 205,
wherein acousto-optic modulators 205 are connected opti-
cally in serial to one another, such that an optical input of
each acousto-optic modulator 205 is an optical output of
another acousto-optic modulator 205 in bidirectional fre-
quency shifter stage 222, except for first acousto-optic
modulator 205.1 that receives primary laser light 202.

In an embodiment, with reference to FIG. 2, FIG. 3, FIG.
5, FIG. 6, FIG. 7, FIG. 8, and FIG. 9, calibration apparatus
200 includes: monodirectional frequency shifter stage 223 in
optical communication with laser Doppler vibrometer 201
and that: receives, from laser Doppler vibrometer 201,
primary laser light 202 including primary frequency 203;
produces, from primary laser light 202, frequency shifted
light 207 including shifted frequency 208, such that shifted
frequency 208 differs from primary frequency 203; commu-
nicates frequency shifted light 207 from monodirectional
frequency shifter stage 223 to reflector 216; reflector 216 in
optical communication with monodirectional frequency
shifter stage 223 and that: receives frequency shifted light
207 from monodirectional frequency shifter stage 223; and
reflects frequency shifted light 207 from monodirectional
frequency shifter stage 223 to beam splitter 215; and beam
splitter 215 in optical communication with monodirectional
frequency shifter stage 223 and reflector 216 and that:
receives primary laser light 202 from laser Doppler vibro-
meter 201; communicates primary laser light 202 to mono-
directional frequency shifter stage 223; receives frequency
shifted light 207 from reflector 216; and communicates
frequency shifted light 207 as secondary light 209 to laser
Doppler vibrometer 201, such that laser Doppler vibrometer
201 receives secondary light 209 from beam splitter 215 and
produces synthetic velocity shift 211 from secondary light
209.
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In an embodiment, calibration apparatus 200 includes
laser Doppler vibrometer 201 in optical communication with
acousto-optic modulator 205 of monodirectional frequency
shifter stage 223 and that produces primary laser light 202
and receives secondary light 209 from beam splitter 215.

In an embodiment, monodirectional frequency shifter
stage 223 is optically interposed between laser Doppler
vibrometer 201 and reflector 216.

In an embodiment, calibration apparatus 200 includes
analyzer 212 in electronic communication with laser Dop-
pler vibrometer 201 and that receives synthetic velocity shift
211 from laser Doppler vibrometer 201 as result of laser
Doppler vibrometer 201 received secondary light 209 from
monodirectional frequency shifter stage 223 via beam split-
ter 215, wherein analyzer 212 determines a calibration of
laser Doppler vibrometer 201 from synthetic velocity shift
211.

In an embodiment, monodirectional frequency shifter
stage 223 includes acousto-optic modulator 205 that:
receives primary laser light 202; receives frequency drive
signal 206; and produces frequency shifted light 207 from
primary laser light 202, based on frequency drive signal 206.

In an embodiment, monodirectional frequency shifter
stage 223 includes a plurality of acousto-optic modulators
205, wherein acousto-optic modulators 205 are connected
optically in serial to one another, such that an optical input
of each acousto-optic modulator 205 is an optical output of
another acousto-optic modulator 205 in monodirectional
frequency shifter stage 223, except for first acousto-optic
modulator 205.1 that receives primary laser light 202.

Calibration apparatus 200 can include various optical and
electrical components. Any number of reflective members,
optical combiners/splitters, light conditioning elements, and
light path defining elements such as mirror 216, beam
splitter 215, lens 218, iris 220, collimator 204, half wave-
plate 221, circulator, and the like can be used alone or in
combination for alignment and directing propagation of
various light into, within, or out of calibration apparatus 200.
Such optical components can include dichroic mirrors or
selectively reflective or transmissive mirrors. Exemplary
configuration of such optical elements are shown in FIG. 8,
FIG. 9, and FIG. 12.

Beam splitter 215 provides an optical communication
path to couple light from multiple beam paths in calibration
apparatus 200 to laser Doppler vibrometer 201. It is con-
templated that propagation of light (e.g., primary laser light
202, frequency shifted light 207, secondary light 209, and
the like) can occur in free-space or through a condensed
medium such as an optical fiber.

Advantageously, bidirectional frequency shifter stage 222
and monodirectional frequency shifter stage 223 can be used
independently or in combination in calibration apparatus
200, and an plurality of calibration apparatus 200 can used
in an array to calibrate multiple laser Doppler vibrometers
201. Further, calibration apparatus 200 is flexible in pro-
ducing secondary light 209 with a selectively tailorable
secondary shifted frequency 210 by using an arbitrary
number of acousto-optic modulators 205 that can be in
optical communication in any number of ways such that
each acousto-optic modulator 205 selects positive frequency
shift component 213 as shown in FIG. 5. In an embodiment,
shifted frequency 208 of acousto-optic modulator 205 is
negative frequency shift component 214 as shown in FIG. 6.
According to an embodiment, as shown in FIG. 7 any
combination of positive frequency shift component 213 or
negative frequency shift component 214 can be used among
the plurality of acousto-optic modulators 205 in bidirec-
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tional frequency shifter stage 222 or monodirectional fre-
quency shifter stage 223. As shown in FIG. 5, acousto-optic
modulator 205 shifts positive frequency shift component
213 by positive angle P from neutral frequency shift com-
ponent 217, and acousto-optic modulator 205 shifts negative
frequency shift component 214 by negative angle N from
neutral frequency shift component 217. The frequency shift
(in either the positive or negative direction) provided by
acousto-optic modulator 205 can be from 100 kHz to 5 GHz,
specifically from 5 MHz to 2 GHz, and more specifically
form 40 MHz to 200 MHz, in an input optical wavelength
(e.g., of primary laser light 202) range from 50 nm to 100
um, specifically from 200 nm to 12 pm, and more specifi-
cally from 500 nm to 2100 nm. It is contemplated that for a
combination of acousto-optic modulators, the net frequency
shift (in either the positive or negative direction) is from DC
to 5 GHz, specifically from DC to 100 MHz, and more
specifically from DC to 20 MHz.

It should be appreciated that primary laser light 202 and
frequency shifted light 207 differ by a frequency difference
provided by the difference between primary frequency 203
and shifted frequency 208. Further, secondary light 209 is
communicated to laser Doppler vibrometer 201 with a total
frequency shift represented as secondary shifted frequency
210 after communication of light through calibration appa-
ratus 200 that is subjected to frequency shift by the plurality
of acousto-optic modulators 205 in calibration apparatus
200. In this respect, e.g., with reference to FIG. 1, bidirec-
tional frequency shifter stage 222 includes acousto-optic
modulator 205 in which a propagation path of light moving
from laser Doppler vibrometer 201 to bidirectional fre-
quency shifter stage 222 and from bidirectional frequency
shifter stage 222 to mirror 216 is referred to as the forward
propagation direction. Similarly, with reference to FIG. 1, a
propagation path of light moving from mirror 216 to bidi-
rectional frequency shifter stage 222 and from bidirectional
frequency shifter stage 222 to laser Doppler vibrometer 201
is referred to as the reverse propagation direction.

Acousto-optic modulator 205 can be driven by frequency
drive signal 206 that can be an arbitrary waveform that
controls acousto-optic modulator 205 to produce a selected
shifted frequency 208. Frequency drive signal 206 can be
provided, e.g. by frequency controller 219 that can be, e.g.,
a RF sine generator or the like. Instead of a continuous
waveform such as sine waveform, frequency drive signal
206 can be a stepped function or digital signal, e.g., a
waveform includes a TTO level that occurs at a selected
frequency to control shifted frequency 208 by acousto-optic
modulator 205.

Laser Doppler vibrometer 201 can be in electrical com-
munication with analyzer 212 that receives synthetic veloc-
ity shift 211 from laser Doppler vibrometer 201. Analyzer
212 can include a computer for data analysis and interfacing
other electrical components for synchronization and other
operations as well as an LDV controller.

Elements of calibration apparatus 200 can be various sizes
that can be selected based on a compactness, operation
wavelength, or operation environment. Elements of calibra-
tion apparatus 200 can be made of a material that is
physically or chemically resilient in an environment in
which calibration apparatus 200 is disposed. Exemplary
materials include a metal, ceramic, thermoplastic, glass,
semiconductor, and the like. The elements of calibration
apparatus 200 can be made of the same or different material
and can be monolithic in a single physical body or can be
separate members that are physically joined.
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Calibration apparatus 200 can be made in various ways.
It should be appreciated that calibration apparatus 200
includes a number of optical, electrical, or mechanical
components, wherein such components can be intercon-
nected and placed in communication (e.g., optical commu-
nication, electrical communication, mechanical communi-
cation, and the like) by physical, chemical, optical, or
free-space interconnects. The components can be disposed
on mounts that can be disposed on a bulkhead for alignment
or physical compartmentalization. As a result, calibration
apparatus 200 can be disposed in a terrestrial environment or
space environment. Optical elements of calibration appara-
tus 200 can be formed from quartz, fused silica, magnesium
fluoride, and the like although other suitable materials, such
glass, or metal selected for desired optical transmission,
reflection, or filtering.

Calibration apparatus 200 has numerous advantageous
and unexpected benefits and uses. In an embodiment, a
process for calibrating a laser Doppler vibrometer with
calibration apparatus 200, e.g., as configured in FIG. 1,
includes: receiving, by bidirectional frequency shifter stage
222, primary laser light 202 from laser Doppler vibrometer
201, primary laser light 202 including primary frequency
203 and that is propagating in a forward propagation direc-
tion to bidirectional frequency shifter stage 222 from laser
Doppler vibrometer 201; producing, by bidirectional fre-
quency shifter stage 222 from primary laser light 202,
frequency shifted light 207 including shifted frequency 208,
such that shifted frequency 208 differs from primary fre-
quency 203; communicating, in a forward propagation
direction, frequency shifted light 207 from bidirectional
frequency shifter stage 222 to reflector 216; receiving, by
reflector 216, frequency shifted light 207 that propagates
from bidirectional frequency shifter stage 222 to reflector
216 in the forward propagation direction; reflecting, by
reflector 216, frequency shifted light 207 back to bidirec-
tional frequency shifter stage 222 in reverse propagation
direction; receiving, by bidirectional frequency shifter stage
222, frequency shifted light 207 reflected by reflector 216
that propagates from reflector 216 to bidirectional frequency
shifter stage 222 in reverse propagation direction; produc-
ing, by bidirectional frequency shifter stage 222, secondary
light 209 including secondary shifted frequency 210 from
frequency shifted light 207 reflected by reflector 216, such
that secondary shifted frequency 210 differs from shifted
frequency 208 and from primary frequency 203; and com-
municating, secondary light 209 from bidirectional fre-
quency shifter stage 222, to laser Doppler vibrometer 201 in
reverse propagation direction, such that laser Doppler vibro-
meter 201 receives secondary light 209 from bidirectional
frequency shifter stage 222 and produces synthetic velocity
shift 211 from secondary light 209.

In an embodiment, a process for calibrating a laser
Doppler vibrometer with calibration apparatus 200, e.g., as
configured in FIG. 2, includes: receiving, by monodirec-
tional frequency shifter stage 223, primary laser light 202
from laser Doppler vibrometer 201, primary laser light 202
including primary frequency 203; producing, by monodi-
rectional frequency shifter stage 223 from primary laser
light 202, frequency shifted light 207 including shifted
frequency 208, such that shifted frequency 208 differs from
primary frequency 203; communicating frequency shifted
light 207 from bidirectional frequency shifter stage 222 to
reflector 216; receiving, by reflector 216, frequency shifted
light 207 from monodirectional frequency shifter stage 223;
reflecting, by reflector 216, frequency shifted light 207 from
monodirectional frequency shifter stage 223 to beam splitter
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215; receiving, by beam splitter 215, primary laser light 202
from laser Doppler vibrometer 201; communicating, by
beam splitter 215, primary laser light 202 to monodirec-
tional frequency shifter stage 223; receiving, by beam split-
ter 215, frequency shifted light 207 from reflector 216; and
communicating frequency shifted light 207 as secondary
light 209 to laser Doppler vibrometer 201 from beam splitter
215, such that laser Doppler vibrometer 201 receives sec-
ondary light 209 from beam splitter 215 and produces
synthetic velocity shift 211 from secondary light 209.

In an embodiment, synthetic velocity shift 211 is analyzed
for calibration of laser Doppler vibrometer 201 by, for
example, adjusting calibration settings within the LDV to
match the synthetic velocities produced by the apparatus or
by using a calibration curve in the analyzer to convert the
readings from the LDV to match the synthetic velocities
produced by the apparatus.

Calibration apparatus 200 and processes disclosed herein
have numerous beneficial uses, including the ability to
perform a primary calibration instead of the current practice
that follows the ISO standard practice of a secondary
calibration based on a comparison measurement which has
a higher associated calibration uncertainty, the ability for a
user to perform a calibration in their own laboratory instead
of sending the LDV to a calibration laboratory thereby
reducing its downtime, the ability to simulate arbitrary
velocity profiles to characterize the response of the LDV as,
for example, determining experimentally the bandwidth of
the LDV, which can result in documenting a wider range of
operation than what is specified by the manufacturer which
is especially important for transient or shock measurements.
Advantageously, calibration apparatus 200 overcomes limi-
tations and technical deficiencies of conventional devices
and conventional processes such as the ability to perform a
primary calibration of the LDV, the ability to create a field
portable calibration device, and the ability to apply well
defined arbitrary velocity profiles to characterize the perfor-
mance of the LDV. Further, the apparatus could be inte-
grated within the LDV so that a self-calibration could be
carried out before its use and to verify its function. Con-
ventional methods are not as accurate for calibrating a laser
Doppler vibrometer described herein and do not provide a
method for internal calibration. Accordingly, calibration
apparatus 200 can provide higher precision and accuracy
than conventional devices.

Calibration apparatus 200 and processes herein unexpect-
edly allows a user to perform a primary calibration of the
LDV instead of the conventional secondary calibration that
requires a laser interferometer and a shaker, and the ability
to apply well defined arbitrary velocity profiles. Moreover,
calibration apparatus 200 provides the ability to perform
primary calibrations in the field.

The articles and processes herein are illustrated further by
the following Examples, which are non-limiting.

EXAMPLES
Example 1

In this Example, a process to characterize performance of
a laser Doppler vibrometer (LDV) uses two acousto-optic
modulators to frequency shift the light from an LDV by a
known quantity to create a synthetic velocity shift that is
traceable to a frequency reference. Results are presented for
discrete velocity shifts and for sinusoidal velocity shifts that
would be equivalent to what would be observed in an ideal
accelerometer vibration calibration. The method also
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enables the user to sweep the synthetic vibration excitation
frequency to characterize the bandwidth of an LDV together
with its associated electronics.

Following ISO Standard 16063-41, laser Doppler vibro-
meters (LDVs) are calibrated by a comparison-type mea-
surement to a laser homodyne interferometer that is defined
as the primary standard. Not covered by ISO 16063-41, but
for the case where all the components of the LDV system
and their associated uncertainties are known, methods can
be employed for the direct determination of measurement
uncertainty of the LDV or by using a combination of a
heterodyne with a homodyne-quadrature configuration.

Technology for manufacturing commercial LDV systems
has matured as well as their use in commercially available
primary vibration calibration systems. These systems
involve calibration by the manufacturer over a periodic time
interval that is typically one year and are traceable to the
Systeme International d’Unités (SI) through the manufac-
turer. Conventional LDV systems can have a design and
internal components that may not be known in detail by the
user. Therefore, following an uncertainty determination
approach may not be possible for such black box systems if
their internal workings are proprietary. Accordingly, con-
ventional calibration of such LDV follow ISO 16063-41
with comparison to a primary heterodyne system and results
in the LDV system being a secondary system.

A challenge therefore remains in the adoption of cost-
effective calibration systems for commercial LDVs by
National Measurement Institutes (NMlIs) and other calibra-
tion laboratories, who are responsible for direct determina-
tion of uncertainty. Calibration of laser Doppler vibrometers
using shock excitations and total distance traveled charac-
terizes the entire measurement system under the same con-
ditions that would be used in an accelerometer shock cali-
bration and could be included as part of the accelerometer
shock calibration. However, a drawback of the method is
that it does not characterize the frequency response and
bandwidth of the LDV. In accelerometer shock calibrations
using LDVs the bandwidth of the excitation should not
exceed the bandwidth of the LDV to produce accurate
accelerometer calibration. The calibration apparatus and
process in this Example characterizes the bandwidth of the
LDV system.

FIG. 9 shows the calibration apparatus is an acousto-optic
modulator (AOM)-based LDV characterization system
design. The laser light passes through a 50-50 beam splitter,
then through a collimator, after which it is focused into the
aperture of the first AOM. This AOM is driven at frequency
f, shifting the frequency of the laser light down by f. The
beam is then redirected by two mirrors to turn it back
towards the LDV where it is focused to pass through the
second AOM, where the laser light is shifted up by fre-
quency f+d, where 9 is the Doppler shift in frequency that
we wish to simulate. Finally, the beam is directed back into
LDV by a third mirror back though the 50-50 beam splitter.
Two AOMs produce the net frequency shift 8, wherein a
single AOM does not generate small frequency shifts of less
than a MHz as used herein.

The velocity v detected by the LDV is related to the
Doppler frequency shift d and the wavelength of the laser by
the Doppler relationship:

v=A9, 1)

wherein the laser wavelength A=632.81 nm.

Results were obtained using an LDV system interfaced
with the configuration shown in FIG. 9. The AOMs were
driven by two separate sinusoidal RF signal generators. The
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time bases of which were synchronized by their 10 MHz
in/out connections at a frequency modulation (FM) that
produced sinusoidal frequency modulated waveforms using
a third signal generator. The signals from RF signal genera-
tors were amplified using RF amplifiers connected to each of
the AOMs. The base frequency f was selected to be 80 MHz
for convenience. FIG. 11 shows the relationship between the
frequency shift 9, the reported velocity from the LDV, and
the calculated velocity using the Doppler equation (1).

FIG. 10 shows the FM result of a sinusoidal signal with
a modulation frequency between 100 Hz to 1 MHz. This
result is equivalent to what the LDV system would observe
for an ideal shaker that was being swept in frequency with
an excitation controlled to be a constant RMS velocity and
can be used to characterize the frequency of the LDV. The
roll off that is observed at 500 kHz indicates the bandwidth
of the entire LDV system. The LDV system included a
digital acquisition system to record results as well as an
analog output that produced an output voltage proportional
to velocity by the factor of 5 mm/s per Volt.

Data in FIG. 10 show that this approach characterizes the
bandwidth of an LDV as a system together with its acqui-
sition and control electronics and amplifiers. The frequency
shift could be measured with a photodiode rather than from
the signal generators driving the AOMs. This could capture
any offsets or fluctuations between the drivers and the light
entering the LDV, e.g., due to refractive index fluctuation.
The collimator could be disposed before the beam splitter.

Example 2

FIG. 12 shows a calibration apparatus with a bidirectional
frequency shifter stage that includes acousto-optic modula-
tors (AOM), wherein laser light is collimated using 300 mm
and 30 mm lenses to create a beam diameter compatible with
the aperture of the AOMs. The light beam passes through the
first AOM where it is downshifted in frequency, f. Next, it
passes through the second AOM where it is upshifted by a
frequency f+d. The beam is then reflected back along its path
with a mirror in a reverse propagation direction, doubling
the effect of the AOMs, and delivering light to the LDV that
is shifted in frequency by:

26=2(f+5-1). )

Two AOMs produce the frequency shift that a single
AOM cannot generate such as frequency shifts of order 1
MHz or less. In this configuration, the velocity v obtained by
the LDV is provided by the Doppler equation with a
frequency shift of 28 and the wavelength of the laser by the
relationship:

V=1AN28)=MD, 2

wherein laser wavelength A=632.81 nm.

Results were obtained with an LDV system that was
interfaced with a bidirectional frequency shifter stage 222
with the configuration shown in FIG. 12. The AOMs were
driven by two sinusoidal radio frequency (RF) signal gen-
erators. A digital multimeter measured root mean squared
(RMS) voltage for sinusoidal excitations. The signals from
the RF signal generators were amplified using amplifiers
connected to each of the AOMs. The base frequency f was
selected to be 110 MHz, corresponding to the center fre-
quency of the AOMs. The zero frequency (DC) and transient
velocity readings were obtained with a DAQ, and the RMS
readings were obtained with an RMS multimeter.

FIG. 13 shows the relationship between the frequency
shift 9, the reported velocity from the LDV, and the calcu-
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lated velocity using the Doppler equation (2). These results
were obtained with an amplification factor of 0.5 m/s/V. The
resulting dc voltage was sampled 2048 times at 204800
samples/s with no filtering. The data were averaged, and the
standard deviation was determined. The LDV exhibited a
0.0012 nv/s offset when directed onto a non-moving surface
without the AOMs in the beam path as well as when the
frequency shift & was set to zero. This offset was subtracted
from the measured results.

Data in FIG. 12 is replotted in FIG. 13 in terms of the
percent difference between the velocity reported by the LDV
(with the offset subtracted) and the calculated velocity from
the Doppler shift equation (2). The data show a maximum
percent difference of +0.04% over the frequency range that
was tested.

Regarding results for sinusoidal excitation, the second
AOM was excited using an RF signal generator with a
sinusoidal frequency modulation to create a synthesized
vibration measurement. An object of the Example is char-
acterization of the bandwidth of the LDV system. The root
mean squared (RMS) voltage from the analog output of the
vibrometer controller was measured using the RMS multi-
meter and converted to RMS velocity using a gain factor of
0.5 m/s/V. The sinusoidal modulation at the 110 MHz base
frequency was swept from 100 Hz to 3 MHz. FIG. 14 shows
that the LDV vibrometer controller had a uniform response
up to 1 MHz and drops off beyond that frequency.

Regarding velocity step function excitation, the second
AOM was excited using an 10 MHz-50 GHz RF swept
signal generator to frequency modulate an arbitrary analog
signal. An arbitrary waveform generator produced a 1 Hz
square wave alternating from 0 to 300 mV for frequency
modulation to simulate a step function for synthesized
velocity. The analog velocity signal from the vibrometer
controller was digitized at a data acquisition sampling rate of
204800 samples/s. The resulting responses shown in FIG. 16
include effects of the LDV as well as the digital acquisition
system, which would be expected to have a maximum
bandwidth of 102400 Hz.

Results show that calibrating a laser Doppler vibrometer
with the calibration apparatus characterized DC, sinusoidal
steady state, and transient response of an LDV as a system
as a whole, together with its data acquisition and control
electronics and amplifiers. The DC response exhibited a
maximum of +0.04% difference between the instrument-
reported value and the calculated value based on the Doppler
equation, within the 1% accuracy specified by the manufac-
turer. The LDV system bandwidth of 1 MHz determined by
sinusoidal excitations agreed with manufacturer’s specifica-
tion. The velocity step function experiment shows creation
of complex velocity profiles to test the response of the LDV
together with its data acquisition, control electronics, and
amplifiers.

While one or more embodiments have been shown and
described, modifications and substitutions may be made
thereto without departing from the spirit and scope of the
invention. Accordingly, it is to be understood that the present
invention has been described by way of illustrations and not
limitation. Embodiments herein can be used independently
or can be combined.

All ranges disclosed herein are inclusive of the endpoints,
and the endpoints are independently combinable with each
other. The ranges are continuous and thus contain every
value and subset thereof in the range. Unless otherwise
stated or contextually inapplicable, all percentages, when
expressing a quantity, are weight percentages. The suffix (s)
as used herein is intended to include both the singular and
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the plural of the term that it modifies, thereby including at
least one of that term (e.g., the colorant(s) includes at least
one colorants). Option, optional, or optionally means that
the subsequently described event or circumstance can or
cannot occur, and that the description includes instances
where the event occurs and instances where it does not. As
used herein, combination is inclusive of blends, mixtures,
alloys, reaction products, collection of elements, and the
like.

As used herein, a combination thereof refers to a combi-
nation comprising at least one of the named constituents,
components, compounds, or elements, optionally together
with one or more of the same class of constituents, compo-
nents, compounds, or elements.

All references are incorporated herein by reference.

The use of the terms “a,” “an,” and “the” and similar
referents in the context of describing the invention (espe-
cially in the context of the following claims) are to be
construed to cover both the singular and the plural, unless
otherwise indicated herein or clearly contradicted by con-
text. It can further be noted that the terms first, second,
primary, secondary, and the like herein do not denote any
order, quantity, or importance, but rather are used to distin-
guish one element from another. It will also be understood
that, although the terms first, second, etc. are, in some
instances, used herein to describe various elements, these
elements should not be limited by these terms. For example,
a first current could be termed a second current, and,
similarly, a second current could be termed a first current,
without departing from the scope of the various described
embodiments. The first current and the second current are
both currents, but they are not the same condition unless
explicitly stated as such.

The modifier about used in connection with a quantity is
inclusive of the stated value and has the meaning dictated by
the context (e.g., it includes the degree of error associated
with measurement of the particular quantity). The conjunc-
tion or is used to link objects of a list or alternatives and is
not disjunctive; rather the elements can be used separately or
can be combined together under appropriate circumstances.

What is claimed is:

1. A calibration apparatus for calibrating a laser Doppler

vibrometer, the calibration apparatus comprising:
a bidirectional frequency shifter stage in optical commu-
nication with the laser Doppler vibrometer and that:
receives, from the laser Doppler vibrometer, primary
laser light comprising a primary frequency that
propagates in a forward propagation direction to the
bidirectional frequency shifter stage from the laser
Doppler vibrometer;

produces, from the primary laser light, frequency
shifted light comprising a shifted frequency, such
that the shifted frequency differs from the primary
frequency;

communicates, in a forward propagation direction, the
frequency shifted light from the bidirectional fre-
quency shifter stage to a reflector;

receives, from the reflector, the frequency shifted light
reflected by the reflector and that propagates from
the reflector to the bidirectional frequency shifter
stage in a reverse propagation direction;

produces secondary light comprising a secondary
shifted frequency from the frequency shifted light
reflected by the reflector, such that secondary shifted
frequency differs from the shifted frequency and
from the primary frequency; and
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communicates the secondary light to the laser Doppler
vibrometer in the reverse propagation direction, such
that the laser Doppler vibrometer receives the sec-
ondary light from the bidirectional frequency shifter
stage and produces a synthetic velocity shift from the
secondary light; and

the reflector in optical communication with the bidirec-

tional frequency shifter stage and that:

receives frequency shifted light that propagates from
the bidirectional frequency shifter stage to the reflec-
tor in the forward propagation direction; and

reflects the frequency shifted light back to the bidirec-
tional frequency shifter stage in the reverse propa-
gation direction;

an analyzer in electron communication with the laser

Doppler vibrometer and that receives the synthetic

velocity shift from the laser Doppler vibrometer,
wherein the analyzer determines a calibration of the laser

Doppler vibrometer from the synthetic velocity shift.

2. The calibration apparatus of claim 1, further compris-
ing the laser Doppler vibrometer in optical communication
with an acousto-optic modulator and that produces the
primary laser light that propagates in the forward propaga-
tion direction to the bidirectional frequency shifter stage and
receives the secondary light that propagates in the reverse
propagation direction from the bidirectional frequency
shifter stage to the laser Doppler vibrometer.

3. The calibration apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
bidirectional frequency shifter stage is optically interposed
between the laser Doppler vibrometer and the reflector.

4. The calibration apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
bidirectional frequency shifter stage comprises an acousto-
optic modulator that:

receives the primary laser light;

receives a frequency drive signal; and

produces the frequency shifted light from the primary

laser light, based on the frequency drive signal.
5. The calibration apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
bidirectional frequency shifter stage comprises a plurality of
acousto-optic modulators.
6. The calibration apparatus of claim 5, wherein the
acousto-optic modulators are connected optically in serial to
one another, such that an optical input of each acousto-optic
modulator is an optical output of another acousto-optic
modulator in the bidirectional frequency shifter stage,
except for a first acousto-optic modulator that receives the
primary laser light.
7. The calibration apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
shifted frequency is a positive frequency shift component.
8. The calibration apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
shifted frequency is a negative frequency shift component.
9. A process for calibrating a laser Doppler vibrometer,
the process comprising:
receiving, by a bidirectional frequency shifter stage, pri-
mary laser light from a laser Doppler vibrometer, the
primary laser light comprising a primary frequency and
that is propagating in a forward propagation direction
to the bidirectional frequency shifter stage from the
laser Doppler vibrometer;
producing, by the bidirectional frequency shifter stage
from the primary laser light, frequency shifted light
comprising a shifted frequency, such that the shifted
frequency differs from the primary frequencys;

communicating, in a forward propagation direction, the
frequency shifted light from the bidirectional frequency
shifter stage to a reflector;
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receiving, by the reflector, the frequency shifted light that
propagates from the bidirectional frequency shifter
stage to the reflector in the forward propagation direc-
tion;

reflecting, by the reflector, the frequency shifted light
back to the bidirectional frequency shifter stage in the
reverse propagation direction;

receiving, by the bidirectional frequency shifter stage, the
frequency shifted light reflected by the reflector that
propagates from the reflector to the bidirectional fre-
quency shifter stage in the reverse propagation direc-
tion;

producing, by the bidirectional frequency shifter stage,
secondary light comprising a secondary shifted fre-
quency from the frequency shifted light reflected by the
reflector, such that secondary shifted frequency differs
from the shifted frequency and from the primary fre-
quency;

communicating, the secondary light from the bidirectional
frequency shifter stage, to the laser Doppler vibrometer
in the reverse propagation direction, such that the laser
Doppler vibrometer receives the secondary light from
the bidirectional frequency shifter stage and produces a
synthetic velocity shift from the secondary light;

receiving the synthetic velocity shift from the laser Dop-
pler vibrometer by an analyzer in electronic commu-
nication with the laser Doppler vibrometer; and

determining, by the analyzer, a calibration of the laser
Doppler vibrometer from the synthetic velocity shift.

* * * * *
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