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April 13, 2005


U.S. Election Assistance Commission

Technical Guidelines Development Committee

Resolution #37-05 Offered by:  Dr. Semerjian

Title:
Work Product Instructions to Chair and Staff of National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST).

The Technical Guidelines Development Committee (TGDC) intends to consider and adopt Sections of the Final Draft of the initial recommendations to the Executive Director of the Election Assistance Commission (EAC) during its April 20 and 21, 2005 meeting.

Each Section of the Final Draft is to be presented by a NIST staff member, followed by a question and answer session.  Immediately thereafter, specific proposals for changes to that Section will be entertained by the TGDC.  The Chair will attempt to reach unanimous consent for suggested changes.  If unanimous consent is not reached, a TGDC member may make a motion, and a recorded vote will be taken on the matter.  At the conclusion of the consideration of each Section, a vote will be taken to adopt the entire Section, as revised by motions adopted through unanimous consent or recorded vote.

At the conclusion of the meeting, the TGDC Chair will assign NIST staff members to revise the Sections as required by votes of the TGDC.  The TGDC Chair will supervise this process to assure that revisions reflect the intent of the TGDC as expressed in its votes and resolutions. In supervising the revision process, the TGDC Chair shall not depart from technical decisions made by the TGDC.
The initial recommendations to the Executive Director of the EAC shall consist of the adopted Sections as revised by NIST staff under the supervision of the TGDC Chair.  The TGDC Chair is to deliver this work product to the EAC.

Because the work product will have been developed under a tight statutory schedule, the TGDC expects that minor and non-substantive drafting errors may have occurred.  NIST is requested to compile relevant corrections in a supplement, which shall be delivered to the TGDC and EAC at an appropriate time.    

U.S. Election Assistance Commission

Technical Guidelines Development Committee

Resolution #38-05 Offered by:  Dr. Semerjian

Title: Procedural Resolution Regarding “Grandfathering”

Pursuant to HAVA, the TGDC will recommend Voluntary Voting Systems Guidelines (VVSG) to the EAC.  The VVSG recommended may not include all practices currently followed or technologies currently utilized by election administrators.  Consequently, existing practices in some jurisdictions may not be in compliance with the VVSG.  The TGDC finds that whether such practices or technologies not contained within the VVSG should be “grandfathered” is a policy question not within the jurisdiction of the TGDC, and not within the statutory duties of NIST.

U.S. Election Assistance Commission

Technical Guidelines Development Committee

Resolution #39-05 Offered by:  Dr. Semerjian

Title:  Voter Verified Paper Audit Trail Assignment

The TGDC recognizes that Voter Verified Paper Audit Trails (VVPATs) have been developed in some jurisdictions without formal requirements. The TGDC is aware that some states currently require or intend to require use of VVPATs. 

The TGDC received a request from the EAC to develop VVPAT formal requirements for use by states and election jurisdictions that have chosen to require VVPATs so that those states can more effectively implement VVPATs.  Subsequently, the TGDC instructed NIST to develop and submit VVPAT formal requirements as a part of its Voluntary Voting Systems Guidelines (VVSG) technical assistance work product.

Neither the TGDC nor NIST express any opinion regarding the use of VVPATs as an independent verification process nor do they endorse the use of the VVPAT approach.

