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CBEFF

s ANSI standard — INCITS 398-2005

= International standard (FDIS ballot
to be issued) — ISO/IEC 19785
(multipart)

Part 1: General concepts, data elements

Part 2: Procedures for the operation of
Registration Authority

Part 3: Standardized patron formats



About CBEFF (1)

s CBEFF promotes interoperability of
biometric-based applications and
systems by specifying standard
structures for biometric information
records (BIRs) and a set of abstract
data elements and values that can
be used to create the header part of
a CBEFF-compliant BIR.

(excerpt from ISO/IEC 19785-1, Introduction)



About CBEFF (2)

= A BIR Is an encoding In accordance
with a CBEFF patron format. It is a
unit of biometric data for storage In a
database or for interchange between
systems or parts of systems. A BIR
always has at least two parts: a
standard biometric header (SBH) and
at least one biometric data block
(BDB). It may also have a third part
called the security block (SB).

(excerpt from ISO/IEC 19785-1, Introduction)



About CBEFF (3)

= A CBEFF patron format is defined for a
particular domain of use. A CBEFF patron
format Is a specification of encodings that
can carry the abstract values of CBEFF
data elements defined Iin this International
Standard (possibly with additional abstract
values determined by the CBEFF patron),
together with one or more biometric data
blocks (BDBs) containing biometric data.

(excerpt from ISO/IEC 19785-1, Introduction)



CBEFF patron formats

= A CBEFF patron format can be:

e “Simple” — supporting one header, one
biometric data block (BDB)

e “Complex” (or “nested”) — supporting multiple
BDBs, hierarchy of headers/subheaders
= A CBEFF patron format specification
Includes:

e CBEFF-defined (standard) data elements and
values that are supported

e any additional, patron-defined data elements
and values that are supported
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SBH

(standard
biometric
header)

SB

(security
block —
optional)

BDB

(biometric
data block)

The SiEH consisis o oaia clemenis suclh &85:

- [Formial GWIMErr s8N0 Termist /pe (Manosiory,
"CEISTEIER)

- [BIomeirTe B/pe (6.6, TTNEEIRIIN, s, T6Ce, CIC,)

- [Blomeiric sulbiyme (e.G., [eii thumls, rMghit eye)

- Creaiion oaie, VVellony peron

- Processea level (ravir, MErmienigie, PIoCess5Ea0)

- Purpese (enrall, vermy, cic,)

- Qualitss, Tnoeyr, Challenge/response, eic.,

- Oiher oaia clemenis oeiined by the pairon
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SBH (root header) — Subheader count=2

SBH (subheader) — Subheader count=3

SBH (subheader) BDB
SBH (subheader) BDB
SBH (subheader) BDB

SBH (subheader) — Subheader count=2

SBH (subheader)

BDB

SBH (subheader)

BDB

SB (integrity)
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SBH (root header) — Subheader count=5

SBH (subheader) BDB SB (encryption)
SBH (subheader) BDB
SBH (subheader) BDB
SBH (subheader) BDB SB (encryption)
SBH (subheader) BDB

SB (integrity)
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s US contribution to SC37 for inclusion In

CBEFF Part 3 — to be discussed
(accepted?) at the next meeting of SC37/

s Fully CBEFF-compliant “complex” BIR
structure

s Supports all standard (CBEFF-defined)
data elements

s Extensible — Supports addition of
application-specific data elements (the
proposed ITL-1 XML format exploits this
feature)

J/MIZ peiron iermeai — FEai



J/MIZ peiron 1ermat — [FEaIUres (2)
= Recursive XML structure — A <bir> (at any
level) can contain either:
e a single BDB, or
e one or more child <bir>s (not both!)

= Supports inheritance of common values
from one level of the structure to the
subordinate levels (unless overridden)

s Supports multiple levels of digital
signatures within the same document
(different authorities can sign data records
or groups of data records)

s Subsets of data records within the
document can be bound together
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Specified as an extension to the XML patron
format (relies on the extensibility feature)

Transaction-level ITL data (Type-1 and Type-2) Is
defined at the top level of the XML document

Supports all existing Type-X records

Supports all biometric data block (BDB) formats,
Identified by BDB format owner / type as
required by CBEFF. This includes:

e all BDB formats standardized in M1 and SC37, and

e non-standard BDB forma ts (specified by biometric
organizations) having a BDB format owner / type
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s Supports further extensions (e.g. EFTS data, as
shown in the example)

s Supports the “Type-99” mechanism being

proposed by the DoD — Increased flexibility in the
use of CBEFF patron formats within a file

= Inherits all the features of the XML patron
format, including:
e Ability to group data records within a document

e Ability to share common values within a group by
placing them at a higher level of the structure

e Support for encryption and digital signatures at multiple
levels
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CBEFF is a foundational standard. It is expected that
many governmental and commercial biometric
applications will comply to CBEFF by using one (or
more) patron formats. An XML format for the
ANSI/NIST ITL-1 standard based on CBEFF will be
easier to integrate with new and existing biometric
applications that are CBEFF compliant.

BiIoAPI Is an important case, because the BioAPI BIR
itself is a CBEFF patron format. An XML format for the
ANSI/NIST ITL-1 standard based on CBEFF will
facilitate the creation and processing of the data in a
BioAPI-compliant biometric system, regardless of the
differences in the encodings (XML vs. binary).
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