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Welcome



AGENDA

Report regularly to VCAT on NIST’s safety improvement efforts.
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WORKPLACE
INSPECTIONS 

RADIATION
SAFETY

FY 2016
INCIDENTS



3NIST Safety Incident Metrics
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Injuries
35%83

FY 2016 Injuries and Illnesses

Illnesses
8

Slips, trips, & falls

31%
Struck by/against
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What We’re Doing About It . . . 

Hearing 
Losses

Correct legacy 
recordkeeping 
issue

Analyze data & 
act on results

Security 
Turnstiles

 Implemented 
signage, video, & 
other measures

Convened group 
to recommend 
solutions to NIST 
Director

Slips, Trips,
& Falls

 Reconvening STF 
Team to identify 
risk reduction 
actions

Cuts and 
Lacerations

NIST Safety 
Minute on safe 
cutting practices 
& tools



6Workplace Inspections

OU-led inspections with 
Safety Office notification

Required frequencies

Trained OU inspectors

Clear roles & responsibilities



7Workplace Inspection Program

300+
NIST staff members
trained as inspectors

900+
Pre-inspections 
conducted
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Timeline
06/2008 Contamination event

07/2008 NRC Confirmatory 
Action Letter

06/2009 Reopening of Labs

09/2009 NRC Public Meeting

01/2010 Alternative Dispute 
Resolution

03/2010 NRC Confirmatory 
Order 

“Going forward, we are committed 
to protecting our staff, the public, 
and the environment by integrating 
safety into our management and 
work practices at all levels, working 
diligently with all staff to ensure that 
safety is a core value of NIST.”



Eleven actions, including:

• Copies of annual external audits for five years

• Radiation safety training of new employees

• Incorporation of ten elements into initial and refresher training

• Institution a hazard analysis and work authorization process

• Defined process for acquiring radioactive material

• Deep-cut assessment of radiation safety program

Eleven actions, including:

• Copies of annual external audits for five years

• Radiation safety training of new employees

• Incorporation of ten elements into initial and refresher training

• Institution a hazard analysis and work authorization process
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• Deep-cut assessment of radiation safety program
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NRC Inspection
September  2016
NRC Inspection
September  2016



NIST-Gaithersburg radiation safety 
program provides “a high assurance
of preventing significant radiological 

incidents now and in the future.” 



DISCUSSION


