
Illinois Manufacturing Excellence 

Center (IMEC)



Who We Are:

Public-Private Partnership

Four Illinois Universities:
• Bradley University

• Northern Illinois University

• Southern Illinois University

• University of Illinois at Chicago

Key partnerships:
• City of Chicago – ordinance for formal work plan

• State Commerce – coordinated outreach

• Others – associations, economic development

45 full-time staff: field staff average over 18 years 
of manufacturing experience



What We Do:

Catalysts for Transforming Manufacturing



Impacts Matter

How we evaluate results… Third-party survey

2013 Impact for IMEC Clients:

471 companies assisted

$297,000 new and retained sales per project

$176,000 investment spending per project

1,955 jobs retained and created

$199,000,000 aggregate impact


