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Call to Order – Dr. Tony Haymet, VCAT Chair 

 

Dr. Haymet called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m. and asked attendees to introduce 

themselves. 

 

VCAT Subcommittee on Cybersecurity Report to the VCAT – Roberto Padovani, Chair, 

VCAT Subcommittee on Cybersecurity 

 

Presentation Summary: Dr. Padovani summarized the purpose, process, and work of the 

Subcommittee on Cybersecurity. At the February 2014 VCAT meeting, then-NIST Director Pat 

Gallagher charged the VCAT to assess NIST’s cryptographic standards development process. 

The VCAT asked a blue-ribbon Committee of Visitors, comprising of Vint Cerf from Google, Ed 

Felton from Princeton University, Steve Lipner from Microsoft Corporation, Bob Preneel from 

Universiteit Leuven in Belgium, Ellen Richey of Visa, Ron Rivest from MIT, and Fran Schrotter 

from American National Standards Institute, ANSI, to assist them in that endeavor. 

 

The Committee of Visitors met with the Subcommittee on Cybersecurity and NIST staff in two 

teleconferences and one face-to-face meeting between April 30th and May 29th, and the 

Committee of Visitors delivered their individual reports to the Dr. Padovani, as the Chair of the 

Subcommittee, by June 20th. The Subcommittee prepared a report based on those 

recommendations, and distributed it to the full VCAT for review on July 7th.  

 

The VCAT has asked NIST to review not only the Subcommittee’s report, but also the reports of 

each member of the Committee of Visitors, and to report back to the VCAT their plan to address 

the union of the sets of recommendations.  

 

For more information, see Dr. Padovani’s presentation. 

 

Discussion:  The group discussed the following points: 

- How the Subcommittee on Cybersecurity chose the members of the Committee of 

Visitors. 

- What the future of the Committee of Visitors interaction with NIST would be. 

- Whether NIST has the depth in cryptographic expertise to do assessments such as these in 

the future. 

 

Vote: Darlene Solomon moved to have the VCAT adopt the Subcommittee report in its entirety, 

and Uma Chowdhry seconded. The other members of the VCAT in attendance each voted to 

adopt the report, and Tony Haymet read the aye votes from Rodney Brooks, Al Romig, and 

Karen Kerr, who were voting in absentia. To read the report, go here. 

 

Adjournment: 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:40 a.m. on July 14, 2014. 

I hereby certify that, to the best of my knowledge, the forgoing minutes are accurate and 

complete. 

 
Karen Lellock, Executive Director, NIST Visiting Committee on Advanced Technology 

Dr. Tony Haymet, Chair, NIST Visiting Committee on Advanced Technology                                                                                                                                                                                                           

http://www.nist.gov/director/vcat/upload/VCAT-Subcommittee-on-Cybersecurity-Report-to-VCAT.pdf
http://www.nist.gov/director/vcat/cryptographic-standards-guidelines-process.cfm

