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Government Transfer Technology 
•  Large investment in mission focused research, including 

basic research - $140 billion  
•  Missions range from space flight at NASA, defense 

industries, energy production, health care and many others 
•  Useful as an economic engine for innovation and growth of 

new businesses 
•  We consider an expansive view of technology transfer 

•  Patenting/Licensing 
•  Technical publications  
•  Collaborations – formal and informal 
•  Public Domain software 



Goal of U.S. Technology Transfer: 
Availability and Use of Innovations 

Government 
•  Research/Invent 
•  Regulate 
•  Public benefit 
•  Consumer 

Private Industry 
•  Develop 
•  Manufacture 
•  Distribute 
•  Market 
•  Sell 
•  Requires private capital 



Policy Coordination 
•  The U.S. Department of Commerce provides policy 

coordination and promulgation of technology transfer 
regulation 

•  NIST leads the Interagency Workgroup for Technology 
Transfer (11 agencies) 

•  Annual reports for the President, the Congress, and 
OMB on utilization of technology transfer by DOC and 
across all agencies 

•  NIST has a statutory role as the “Host Agency” for the 
Federal Laboratory Consortium for Technology Transfer 
(~300 labs) 

  





Federal Funds 



SMALL BUSINESS INNOVATION 
RESEARCH (SBIR)  

•  S"mulate	  technological	  innova"on	  

•  Use	  small	  business	  to	  meet	  Federal	  R&D	  
needs	  

•  Foster and encourage participation by women and 
socially and economically disadvantaged persons 
in technological innovation 

•  Increase private-‐sector	  commercializa"on	  of	  
innova"ons	  derived	  from	  Federal	  R&D	  

	  
http://www.sbir.gov/solicitations 



http://tsapps.nist.gov/techtransfer/ 



http://www.federallabs.org/ 



FLCBusiness.com 



Summary 

•  Role of technology transfer is to encourage private 
business development  

•  Rely on partnerships 
•  Continued emphasis on technology and innovation 
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