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   “Indeed Denbeaux draws an interesting analogy to 

eyewitness identification.  Courts have concluded, as a 

matter of law, that one-on-one show-ups are unduly 

suggestive.  Likewise, Denbeaux suggests, are one-on-

one handwriting comparisons.  The outcome of this 

analysis, for example, may be different if Harrison were 

given a “lineup” of similar handwriting exemplars to 

review, and asked to determine which of this group is 

most similar to the robbery note author.  Whether one 

adopts that specific approach or not, one thing is clear: 

when Harrison says, ‘I conclude that Hines wrote the 

robbery note,’ she may well be going beyond her 

expertise.” 

    - U.S. District Judge Nancy Gertner- 



Jan Seaman Kelly, “Habits observed in 

naturally written numbers.” 

 

Rick Horton’s paper, “A study of the 

occurrences of certain handwriting 

characteristics in a random population.” 

 

Farrell Shiver, “Case Report: The Value of 

Field Assistance to the Investigator in a 

Counterfeit Check Case.” 













Known Writer  Requirements 

• Needed  more than 1,000 completed 

London Letters.  

• Writers of Knowns ranged from 15 to 75+. 

• Utilized churches, businesses, colleges. 

• Writing samples not following guidelines 

were culled from the core sample to arrive 

at the final 1,000.   



Questioned  Documents 

• Two London Letters distributed to a new set of unknown 

writers. 

• Told to write London Letter twice in a natural style. 

• One letter assigned a (Q) letter. 

• Second letter assigned (K) number, duplicating a 

number already in the 1,000 Known. 

• 56 Knowns with corresponding Questioned documents 

replaced 56 pages in the 1,000 suspect exemplars. 



Blank London Letter 

distributed to all Known 

(K) writers . 



Please read the below instructions completely before you begin.  Thank you 

 Write the paragraph printed below in cursive 

writing. 

 Use a ballpoint pen. 

 WRITE-DO NOT PRINT.  If you need more 

space, write on the back. 

 If you make a mistake do not scratch 

anything out or write over any letters or 

words.  Simply re-write the word next to the 

error. 



Completed London 

Letter with Known 

(K) number 

assigned. 



London Letter 





Examiner Test Packets 

• One Questioned Document (Lettered). 

• One-thousand Known (K) standards. 

• Answer form.  

• Examiner could remain anonymous or 

request results. 

• Examination Affidavit.   



Examiner Task 

Could examiners associate a questioned 

document with not just one suspected writer, 

or a “Lineup” of 6 to 8 “suspects” as 

suggested in the Federal Court case, but 

conduct a successful examination with the 

handwriting of 1,000 “suspects”. 









Results of Initial Study 

• Four examiners with experience ranging 

from 2 to 14 years experience participated. 

• All Four Examiners reached definitive 

conclusions. 

• All Four Examiners were correct. 
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